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Homeeopathic Materia Medica as Applied to Surgery.
. . W.A Dewey, M.D. (4dnn Arbor, Mich)-

Upon a prominent page of the trausactions of the New «
York Homeeopathic . State Society and also upon those of the
American Institute of Homeeopathy the definition of a Homeceo-
pathic physician has stood for a numbgr of years.

Ever since I first say that dehnition, I have wanted to
try my hand at defining, for the reason that I Delieve that
there is something lacking therein and that it could he bettered.
This opportugit}r uow presents itself and so, in order to try i
how it works, I wish to offer a definition of a Homceopathic
surgeen and to do so, of course we must not find too much .
fault with the other ome, lest we fatl. The one I would offer :
is as follows —
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A Homeeopathic Surgeon is one who adds to his knowledge
of sargery a special knowledge of Homceopathic therapeutics
and practices his calling in conformance with that knowledge.

That there is such a thing as Homeeopathic surgery, I

. need not tell the gentlemen who have graduated from, or vho
are now in attendance at the New York Homaopathic College. iy
. However, in these days of aseptic surgery, a surgery that has .
| heen wonderfully revolutionized since the days of two-and- :
] twenty years ago when I sat upon the benches of this institu-
tion, in these days when surgery does so much, it would almost
i seem that there is very little lett for the super-added knowlegde,
, and application of Homweopathic therapeutics to do. This is,
however, helieved hy very few, if by any, of the surgeons of the
e Jomeeopathic Schiool. It is, however, a remarkable fact, and
one that offers a proof of the value of this super-added know-
ledge, that the miore serious the case, the more does the cous-
centious Humceopathic surgeon fly to his materia medica.
Instead of thc old cry that Homceopathy is good enough in
mild cases, we find that those who know and have had _
experience, assert it is in the severe cases that Homoeopathy l '
is most successful. . ;
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Previous to the year 1835 there was uo treatise in*the
Homeopathic Schoo! devoted exclusively to surgery. That
vear was made memorable Ly the publication of two works
ou the subject of Homceopathic surgery ; first, the one entitled

“Surgery and its Adaptation to Homaopathic Practice,” by

Willian T Helniuth, M D, of Philadelphia, uow the honoured
dean of this institutiop, and the same year, but two mouths
fater, appeaved “The Homwopatbic Practice of Surgery,” by
Drs. B. L. Hill and James C. Huut, who were professors in the
Western Homaeopathie College of Cleveland, Ohio.

I might remark in passing that, inasmllch as Professor
Heluwuth, soon after the publication of this work, accepted the
chair of surgery in the Homeeopathic College of $t. Louis, Mo,
the East, then as now, looked to the West for inspiration !
{Professor Royal asked me to say this.)

These works ou surgery only differed fromi others i tie
adaptation of the Homceopathic remedy to surgieal practice,
aod from that day to this, the success and eminence of
Homeeopathic surgery over that of the Old School 18 due to a
practice in  accordance with a kuowledge of Homceopathice
therapeutics ; for without this we would be no better than
our brother surgeons of the Old School, and we will never
admit that for a moment.

In order to give a more practical turn, perhaps, to what
I may have to say and in order to conform to the title of my
subject, namely Homopathic Materia Medica as applied
at Surgery, I will, at the risk of being exceedingly tiresome—
and I can be that no one knows Detter than myself—give
some poiuts about a few of our surgical remedies; remedies
that are, and should be, in daily use by men who weild the
scalpel—every-day surgical remedies. .

A distinguished Edinburgh professor .Dr. Macintosh, once
said : “A pure surgeon is a wan who prides himself on his
kuowledge of cutting and his ignorance of everythiug else.”
(He was not a Homeeopathic surgeon who said that). The
application of this saying you will have no trouble in making,
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forffaltiough I do not pride myself on a great kpotvledge of
materia mediea. I am prowd of having once had a good
knowledge of surgery, for I sat for three years undev the
teaching of our beloved dean, but that was over twenty years
ago. [ will first invite your attention to the Homoeopathic
Treatment of Wounds. '

HommopaTHIC TREATMENE OF WOUNDS.

There is a remedy, 1 believe, -oftentines neglected in
in surgical practice, and this remedy is Hypericum. We are
taught to regard itas the Arnica of the nerves and to look
for a nerve injdry when it should apply. A noted surgeon
of our School once remarked to e that he could not practice
surgery without Hypericum. T give it," said he, “in all cases
of irritable wounds and I find that it acts magically in allay-
ing irritation in wounds of the superficial structures made by
the knife” That is the keynote of its action, wounds of parts
rich in nerves, hence we will find the remedy more applicable
to some parts of the body than to others. Yet, no matter where
the wound, if there bean intense hyperesthesia of the same,
so much so that even though the deeper structures be incised
the patient complains of the great sensitiveness of the axternal
wound, give Hypericum. Tu all lacerations when the intolerable
pain sliows that the nerves are greatly involved, the remedy
is well indicated. It suits the nervous depression of these
painful wounds and it is a preventive of the condition
knowu as tetanus. It does not matter whether this disease
is caused by a germ or not, if so caused, it will remove the
soil upon which these germs thrive and so act beneficially.
Oftentimes there is a great nervous excitement consequent
upon opepations hesides the painfulness of the cut, this is
often marvelously subdued hy Hypericum. There is no hetter
remedy for a mashed finger, given internally and applied
externally, thau Hypericum, for where are the nerves more
sensitive than in the finger ends ? Hypericum, seems to me,
to be au every-day remiedy in surgical practice,
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If yc;u swill turn to your svimptomatology, you will f.'fud
this symptom pat down agaiast Staphisugric @ Nechanical
injuries from sharp-entting instruments. How this symptom
got into the materia medica I do not recall, bhut T do not know
that throughout Staphisagria is found an irritability of fiber
and that a colic after an operation for stone in the bladder is

_ often specdily benefited Py a few doses of the remedy. Its
special field seems to Dhe tun paiuns following abdominal opera-
tions, laparotomics, etc. With Hypevicwn it should always
come to mind when severe pains follow these operations.

I do uot intend to give ail the remedies ugeful in wounds
and so will pass over Ledwum, which is said to be good in punc-
tured wounds, and, by the way, I recently read in an Old
School journal that Ledwm was useful for mosguito hites—a
viariecty of punctured wounds——ud pass at once to our great
vuluerary, Adrnica. The usc of Arnica in surgical practice is an
old one. Dr. Von Grauvogl, the cclebrated Germaun surgeon
and oculist, recommended its use after every operation on the
cye, an application that seems reasonable, for the delicate
structures of the eye are rich in capillaries, and injuries to
these form the special field of the remedy. We nced not dilate
upon the value of the Arnica in injuries to the soft parts, con-
tused wounds with hot, hard, shining swelling of the affected
area, as these facts are as common as household words in a
Homaopathic fainily. But it has a wider use than all this;
in fractures it comes in frequently and Granvogl! used it before
and after every bloody operation in the domain of surgery,
opthalmology and obstetries in the third centesimal potency.
Another use of Arnica, and this briugs us to what are now-a.
days termed infected wounds, lies in the power it possesses in
delaying and preventing suppuration. It will prevent®pyemia ;

in fact many good Homeeopathic authorities look upon Arnica

as a pyemic proplylactic aud helieve that it exerts a specific
action upon septic poisoning. We all know 1ts indications in
boils and in abeesses. It has also proved wuseful where the
limhs start continually after fractures, not a crampiug as in
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Cﬂbrum, but a continual jerking with great soreness ‘and sensi-
tiveness of the parts.

Akin to Arnica in the field of septic poisoning stands Rius-
loxicodendron, whose action is more proncunced. This remedy
presents in its pathogenesis a perfect picture of blood poison-
ing, or infection. It is a far more septic remedy than Arnica,
It has a special affinity for the lymphatics and glands and it
is in these structuves that the sepsis is generally m:nifested.
In purulent infiltration of cellular tissue it is first on the list
and will he the most frequently indicated remedy and you are
all familiar with the special indications. It corresponds well
with the febrile disturbances of the pyeinic state and is most
useful in a fresh case. It isalso a wonderful remedy for the
after treatinent of dislocations. Here the ligaments are iuvol-
ved and the aflinity of the rewmedy for the fibrous tissues is
well known.

In a case of Pyewmia where there is great prostration, of
course Arsenicum is the commonly used remedy and it is a good
one, The greater the prostration and depression, the swifter the
downward progress, the more urgent is the call for Arsenicum.
It is a wonderful remedy ia carbuncle, but here do not forget
Turentula Cubensis, which preseuts a perfect picture of sltugh-
ing carbuucle, The intense thirst immediately following an
operation, where there has Deen much loss of blood, is most
satisfactorily removed by Arsenicum. Do not forget the intense
nightly aggravation of the reinedy.

Another septic remedy is Lachesis, and its use in poisoned
wounds has heen known and tested from the moment of its
Jntroduction into our materia medica. It was to this remedy
and its successful use in a dissecting wound that won to
Homeeopathy Dr. Carroll Dunhum, a former dean of .this Insti-
tution, and one whose memory will ever flourish.in imimortal
green for his services to our causc. It will be indicated by the
sensitiveness, the purplish colour, the great hurngge®ed an
unhealthy appearance ahont the wound. In boils, carbuucics

and ahbscesses, where there is a tendeucy-of the process to take
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¥ on a malignent condition, it may e used with confidence, In i
:_3 .. gangrene, following wounds, it is eminently curative, traumatic . i
: % gaugrenc is especially its field. '
’ o Iu almost every field of operative surgery thete 1s not oaly

a chance ta employ the remedy, but we are neglecting the best
interests of the patient if we fail to use it. In gun-shot wounds,
the fore-going and other yemedies may be used and may oltten

assist nature in restoring injured tissues 1 would recommend l
the careful perusal of a pamplet by the late Dr. E. C. Franklin, ¥
entitled “Homeeopathic Therapeutics in Guu-shat Wounds and l
the Sequele of Operation.” It will make you wish that Presi- 5
dent Mckimley could have had the benefits of the Homozo-

pathic remedy. ’

[ I
—— e

w3

2t o p—

Bleeding atter operation is a condition that is sometimes
veached by our renedies.  Phosphorus and Ching are well tried
drugs and will often correct a heniorrhagic diathesis, or a1 worn
out and weakened system, which predisposes to easy haetnorr-
hage. Their administration will oftentimes be followed by
a marked improvement secondary hazntorrhage prevented and

pew and better strength added to the patient, and this will -
lead to a more sarisfactory recovery. A
;o <
: HOM(EQPATHIC TREATMENT UF INFLAMMIION
AND ITS TERMINA'CIONS,

It would Le superfluous to tell a Homoeopathic audience

) of the value of our remedies i1 inflammation, suppﬁmtiou,
ulceration, or in gangrene. Our remedies for these states are
well known, their” indications precise, and they arc used by

all surgeons. | The treatment of accumulations of pus 1s sonw,

e

what different now-a-days than it was twenty years ago, but

the use of Mercurtus, Hepar and Silicea will continue even
though changes come about.

T AT T 2

It is the great beauty of our
system that it is uot tounded upon the shifting sands of patho-
logy. Lawsou Tait said that he had to learn and unlearn
five different theorics of inflammation.

The Homaoopathic
remedies, Aconite, Belladlonna, Apis, cte, ase just as useful now
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as’ they ~were before the days of Lawson Tait aud his five
~ theories recuired five different treatments.

HOMLOPATHIC TREATMENT OF HONE DISEASES.

———

There are in the domain of hone diseases certain remedies
that appertain alinost exclusively to a surgical side. Inflam-
mation, suppuration, carics and necrosis of course, may require
the same remedies that are wsed in like conditious of other
tissues, but here we have some speeial remedies. In fractures ‘
we have Calecaria Phosphorica. In 1834, in Philadelphia, a
wenlthy old ggntleman fractured his femur and as it had not ¥
healed together, an operation was determined npon by eminent
SUL'ZEOlSs. "Betore the tine for the operation arrived, Dr. Hering
was consualted. One grain of the phosphate of lime divided in
five doses was given to the patient with the advice to put off
the operation. Several weeks after this he came in  his
carriage o see the doctor. The eallus was felt by the surgeons
about ten days after the i)oxvder was given, The callus
: contained certainly 50 or G0 times as much phosphate of lime
“ - as had heen taken. As he had not even allowed the two ends

of the Dlones to be cubbed together, there was no doubt that
the phosphate of lime given him as a nutritive remedy had
acted as a functional one ; that is, it had acted as a stimulant
to the organism to draw from the food of the patient the
necessary pabulum reguired, or phosphate of lime. Calearea
phosphorica is not a remedy for a complete alisenee of phos-
phate of Hime or perhaps for even a deficiency of it in the
system. There may be plenty of it and it may even he in
. J£xcess in the urine, butitis a remedy for non-assimilation of -
phosphate of lime, there may be plenty of it, and yet it is not
assimilattd. In case of fraeture where this non-assimilation
is present, the remmedy will work wonders. Also in rickets,
osteo-malacia, ete, it is a valuable remedy. Then, too, there
is Symphitum, which is an excellent remedy for irritability at
the poiut of [racture. In caries we have Asafetide and Adurum
and what surgeoun could do without such remedies as Calcarea
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Auorica, Fluoric acid, Hecla lava, Platinum, Stillingia and

Strontium ? 1t seems to me thai these remedies are essentially

necessary to the surgeon’s mmateria medica armamentarium.

HOM(EOPATHIC TREATMENT OF TUMORS.

Not without some tiepidation do I approach this subjeét'
which has been the cause of many an acrimonious debate in
our medical gatherings, Works have been written on the~
subject, the entire literature of the school has been gone over
and hundreds of cases have been cited to prove that our,
rcmedies certainly exert an influence on morbid growths.
Materia medica men are apt to accuse the surgeons of being
too anxious to usc the knife and on the other hand surgecns
accuse the materia medica enthusiasts of procrastinating its
use vutil so muck valuable time has been lost that they are
really landicapped in their work., It seems to ine tuat by
combining the two ideas that thc safest course, mamely the
middle one, is to De reached, and our patients offered the best
chance. There is no doubt in my own mind of the power of
certain of our remedies in curing tumors und in preventing
their development. Let us consider for a few moments the
drug Conium. Pliny states that the leaves of Conium keep
down all tumors, and Stoerck found it effectual in curing
scirchus, uleers, etc. We possess in Copium a remedy of
precious value in antidoting the scrofulous, tuberculous and
cancerous cachexias and diatheses. Tumours of a suspicious
nature in the mammze have been caused to disappear by the
use of Conium. If there is any one thing that I am certain of
in the domain of Homeeopathic therapeutics, it is the power of
Conium in the 80th poteney to cure certain lump8 in the
female breast ; it has been my experience to see tumours that
were most suspicious disappears by the use of this reiedy,
Of course, the indications must be present here, as ahways,
when a remedy is prescribed, and they are the piercing pains,
tender glands fugitive stitches here and there, ete. More espe-
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ciaily is it indicated if the lump dates from some injury as from
@ blow. I do not mo whether other potencies would do the
same, but I have found the 30th satisfactory and could cite a
number of cases where it worked well.

I am fully aware of the disasters brought on by procrosti-
nation in such cases and that to the great injury of the patient,
but in most cases of mammary tumours in the early stages the
wailting of 4 week or two will not harm if the case be watched.
This brings us to the consideration of.cancers. Conium has
undoubtedly checked, if not eured cancers of the breast, lip and
stomach, Its especial field, however, seems to he on glandular
structure and so it 1s especially useful in breast cases. The his-
tory of Conium in cancer is a very old one, but it should be
remeinbered, at the time when this history was forming, every
hard swelling in the mammary gland was regarded as cancer,
hence it is probable enough as Professor Benedikt says, it does
not cure true scirrhus., But now and again we meet with a
hard tumour in the breast, often enough doubtless mistaken
for cancer, which Conium certainly does cure. Of this, several
cases have come under my own personal observation, Sir Astly
Cooper drew attention to this fact many yearigeo.

Another invaluable remedy is Hydrasts
doubted value in cancer, being often palliative if not curative.
The great debility, the emaciation, the cachexia, all correspond
to the field of the remedy. We have records where tumours of
the stomach and pylorus have disappeared under the continued
use of hydrastis, of lupus, epithelioma and malignant ulcers.
In cancer it removes the pain, modifies the discharge and
* improves the general health to a marked degree. In the early
stages of scirrhus, when it is in a gland or near one, it has
worked well, Compare the diathesis, the worn, faded look,
the swallow complexion, the hidebound state of the skin, the
low spirits, the loss of appetite and the eonstipation, and see
how close is the similimum.

There can he no doubt that vemedies chosen according to
the law of similars can cure tumors. Too mlany cases are on
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record of patients who have had the kuife held out to them'us
. their sole relief and yet who were permancntly cured by
¢ suhsequent Homceopathic treatment. The art of curing °
i tumors can be learned by each of us by following out the law
of sclecting the remedy for the patient rather than for the
exact pathological staie as expressed by the tumor. Thisis
Jput one symptom, valuable, but not the chief one. Remember
that tumors caunot be eured very rapidly, they are slow in

developing, and as a rule, equally slow in disappearing. They .

are vital products, living growths. Speaking broadly, the
tumor takes proportionately as long to be cured by medicines
as it has takeu to grow. And then remember that a tumor
has often existed a long time before it is discovered. It had a
life-history, a formative stage, before you diagnosed it.

But even if it is an operative case, the remedy may e
used for the coudition of the patient which permitted its
growth and in reeurring eases it will exert an iufluence to
prevent its return. It is important to remember this in the
more malignant tumors, Of eourse these two meritioned
remedies are not the only ones for tumors ; we must not forget
Phytolacca, Baryta Corbonica, Kreosote, Asterias or Arsenicuin
and many others may suggest themselves from the symptoms
of the patient, not the tumor,

I have seen Lapis albus cure goitres ; but it will not cure
all. T have seen Calcarea correct a mal-nutrition which permit-
ted adenomata and the latter disappear, therefore, it seems to
he the duty of the surgeon to combine his operative treatment
with a Homceopathic constitutional treatment to secure the
best and most permanent results.

In hemorrhoidal tumors it has always been a question.
whether the various operations of removal, strangulasion, etc,,
ever really cured the patient. It cures the hemorrhoids; but
what of the cause that produced them and which without
correction continues to operate? Perhaps the liemorrhoidal
vessels are so deffectively done away with by the operation
that the patient ¢an have no more piles in the region of the

STANAEENACEERY. | L

Wm—v—r-—_.-‘- . - . R [
h)

———

U S

Sl R S L RN b AR

-l

PR Y

i
¥
e

[
i
H

FAer e
RV VI -




o

Eer I N4 3 ST 2. S

e

RN

-

g

.‘_‘.

476 TrE HAHNEMARNNIAN GILEANINGS
[ ]

rectum, but may they not appear internally along the intesti-
nal tract and set up more serious disturbances ?

Nux Vomica and Collinsonin and other remedies are credited
with doing mueh for the hemorrhoidal diathesis. Why not
give them a chance?

THE HOM(EOPATHIC TREATMENT OF SHOCK.

It is the treatiment of the conditionsknown as surgieal shock
that our Homceopathie remedies have won laurels. Take for
instance, Veratrum album, low perfectly its pathogenesis
corresponds to a case of shock ; the coldness of the extremities,
the pallor of the face, the relaxed muscles, the imperceptible
breathing and the hippoeratic countenanee, It requires cour-
-age in such cases to rely on Veratrum, that is for the first few
times. Those who do rely on it, however, know that it is far
safer than Strychuine injections and followed by no reaction
appearing later to retacd recovery. It should he givenin the
3rd poteuc;.;' ot higher, do not give it too low. The tendency to
neglect our remedies in the treatment of shock is a growing
one, cardiac stimulants, spinal stimulants, injections of saline

" solutions have well nigh superseded the older and hetter

niethods of prescribing Homeeopathically for the patient. I
have seen more than one case overstimulated with injections
-of strychuoine, in other words poisoned by the drug, and it is
my belief, * founded upon an observation of over twenty years
that, asa rule, patients have a less chance of recovery when
stich stimulating methods are employed than when treated
with the Homceopathic remedy. The normal saline solution
_is not open to the objections to strychnine. Veratrum is by no
F_means the only remedy in shock, there are others. Camphora,

~ Arnica, CQinchona, Carbo vegetabilis and others are shock

¢ remedies® hut 1 helieve Veratrum will he oftenest indicated.

HOMEOPATHIC TREATMENT OF CONDITIONS
FOLLOWING OPERATIONS,

There are many conditions that follow operations such as a

peritonitis following a laparotomy, complications so called .
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. .
that will demand the use of the remedy, these, however,

partake of the character of traumatic injuries and are toheso .
treated. Much success has been had in saving lives by the i
post-operative application of the remedy and it is in this field -
: great proof is furnished that there is something in the appliea-

_ tion of the remedy to surgical cases.

A FEW GENERALITIES.

There are many other places where the Homeeopathic remedy - . !
will aid and supplement the work of the surgeon. In threa-
tened uremia after abdominal operations, with renal pains
and so along the ureters to the bladder with a desire to
urinate, with a passage of a few drops only, Apis melifica will
often render such procedures as a hypodermic injeetion of
pilocarpiite unnecessary. Cimieifuge will often relieve the
hackache following givnecological plastic surgery. Bryonig 15 of

use in thoracic complications arising from an ancsthetic, and
Antimoniwmn tartarfonm may he needed to correct a bronchial
irritation following ether, The reconstructing remedies of
course will find a place in the case of the surgeou such as .
Cinchona, Cacarea phosphorica and Sulphwr. In  trouble-
some flatulence {ollowing abdominal operations we will have
recourse to Cinchona and Lycopodium. And so ome might go ‘
on until almost all the remedies in the materia medica might
be called’ into requisition or suggested in surgical practice.
The foregoing is what Homceopathy can do for surgery, * .-
merely suggestive but allowing of a growth that is almost
prodigious and our surgeons by availing themselves of this
super-added lknowledge place their results in the surgical field
far bevond the surgeons of those schools of medicine which lack, ;
or fail to use this greatest of all surgical adjuvants, Thereis .
such a thing as Homceopathic surgery and there are such '

beings as Homceopathic surgeons and they are the hest the
world furnishes.

Novth American Journal of Homeopothy.
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