Random Notes.
C. M. BOGER, M. D.

#  The aim of medicine is to make for comfort and-in-

crease the span of life. Hahnemanm contribsted notably
tothis end when he brought into the light nature’s own
way of healing, from wifhin. In doing so he evolved a new
dnd unique method of dealing with symptoms and at the
same time showed that success with theabnormal depends.
upon fully realizing what is normal. Just as the lights
dnd shadows of the mind color every form and kind of
action, so' they foreshadow those on coming storm crises
which we call sickness, by changes of mood and disposition.
Itis nature’s first signal call for help, and often varies
but little from smkness to sickness in the individual,
““thereby affording a stre point of departure for the study
of particular illnesses whose salient featuresare to be found
in a minute examination of their latest developments All
symptoms are reactions, be they general or particular.
The mental ones are the most illuminating as well as
interadting fully with all the others, hence they deserve
the highest rank. General sense reactions to heat, cald, ;*
) light, noise, toych, posture, motlon etc.,are all dlstmctly
related to the comfort of the patient, hence also of Breat
value. Subjective sensations are ideographic expréssiops,
useful ‘for interpretation by the examinér and may have
any value whatsoever. Their true worth is ‘best asder-
tained by their purity and definiteness, as fully expressedy
- by the patient who invariably gives them a mental slant
- not otherwise obtainable. This has value in so far as it
leads away from the machine methods of the schools.
Every symptom picture shows three phases, constitutional,
general conformation and the peculiarities. The basic -
factors with the rules of procedure are the constants,
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while the symptoms are the variablés. All three must

he well met before the gnillimum can he seen, The gist
of the ease may he featured in any one part thereof. Often

it is the eommon faetor of the assembled peculiarities; *

again it maw come down through the anamnesis, here:
ditary predilection, ete. :

Late in February a child of-two years developed
severe chills af 11 6. m. on every dalternate day. His face
became very blue, soon intense heat followed, then a
slight moisture. One dose of Natraum muriclicum MM was
given at the close of the cycle. There never was another
chill and he has flourished as never before. -

The profuse lencorrheea of a young woman suddenly
ceased ; a left sided salpingitis with local swelling, high
fever, restlessness and severe prostration quiekly followed.
Each paroxysm of pain gradudlly rose to a certain pitch
then suddenly ceased. A dose of Pulsatilla MM restored the
discharge over night and a steady and complete recovery
followed. )

A woman in the seventies with chronic nephritis was
operated for a right sided strangulated bernia. In two
weeks she developed sub-acute pneumonia with gastritis.
The stomach pains always went fo the side pon which she
happened to turn. Two doses of Pylsatilla MM quiekly
stopped all distress and she expectorated mueh muco-pus,
tasting of ethcr. In a week the gastric pajn recurred
but another dose of the same remedy completed the etire.

A devotee of Bacchus and Venus with endarteritis o _

the aorta and broken compensation was suddenly seized
with an agonizing twisting pain in the left ealf along with
complete anaesthesia below that point. A swelling in
the popliteal space appeared and.he rolled about in great
pain, tried hot baths and all sorts of applicationg
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without relief. A few doses of Nuz vomica soon put him
to sleep and.in two days he was back to his former state. -
. These case histories emphamze the nccessity of
# discovering the essential peculiarities which crop out
from time to time in every sickness. Ingases of long
* standing they are usually deeply rooted and should be
“-used with care, lest we stir up an aggravation that
cannot be easily handled. Ifstructural changes have not
gone too far and tHere is an abundance of vitality, we may
venture with -some confidence into the storm ecrisis
which is @lmost.sute to follow the administration of one.
of these diggers among remedies. Such cases bring us
face to face with the old question of palliation and the
ge of sedatives ; where it goes without saying that the
é%uine relief obtained will be in strict proportion to our
knowledge of materia medica, for the nltimate effects of
pain killers are never happy.

A woman well in the seventies had a dangerous
abscess of the gall-bladder followed in four months by
apoplexy and left sided paralysis;then came recurring
cerebral congestions with violent head pains which caused
her to scream out, pull her hair and roll the eyeballs from
side to side- T.here was some paralysis of deglutition and
a heavy dry coat on the tongue. Several doses of Cuprum
metalhcum MM given at long intervals made her very

. edmtortable, cleared the tongue, removed the throat

pard,lysm ﬁtnd restored the a.ppettte but did not affect
the vascular degenerat10n

Suppression and metastasis turn disease movement
toward more vital otglns eugendedng‘ many evils. The. *
laity ecannot visnalize- fhe damageAﬁone by tbe use of
salves, plasters, lmlmeg.ts end the host, of soothing drugs
so well calculated to}reheve distreds ~while they throw .
the vital forces into d1sorder, tomake disease¢ more intract-
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able' and lower the patient’s vitality. Letit not be thought %
"that specialists, apprentlee surgeons and dopeshooters are ol
+ Silie only ones guilty of dlsordermg nature's processes ; ’
' for chasing symptoms about without grasping their . ‘
actual imporf and connection is A most insidious and i
subtle form of suppression, entailing endless confusion, . g
often making cure an impossibility. This is the particular _ ¢
weakness of some deluded homceopaths. The curative .
remedy removes the latest symptoms ﬁrst, then reaehes
further and further back ustil reaction to it has elimi-
nated everything to which it is ,in the least similar in
aetion., As the morbid symptoms grow less and less a
calm finally follows whereupon very old symptoms
reappear transiently or the picture alters its chara.cter
radically, demanding a new analys1s This is acnttgﬂ
_time for both -patient and prescnber a mistake here mayy,
" ruin everything.

Aside from their acute dangers serums are palliatives
as well as causing defective elimination ; they lower ]
reactive power and force the vital powers into more
sluggish channels where response is much. slower. This
is fully shown by the presence of retention changes in the
iris and the increased susceptibility to disease which
follows. Injecting heterogeneous matter ihto the blood
stream violates the laws of nature and is full of danger
‘being eertainly a step down procgdure. .

Life expresses itself through harmonious mteractx,on iy
and expenditure of vital energy. K 1ts regulaxxmoyement
be disturbed health is soon 1mpa1red and disease appear®.

» Frompt restoration damands the -gontacting ofa similar
acting force such.zs; i's'béét ;arnf;d“by potentlzed substances
which are, after all m\t ne'ga velgcles for part1eular
detached forces. Tﬁae a1ss1pat1on. of};helt power by -sun-
light is highly suggestive proof | of th1s. Potentization

-~
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seemingly does not change inherent vibratory activity as_
much as might be supposed. Did it in fact do so, the
manifest power of the nosodes would soon lose all resem-

nullity, which we~know is not the  case, by, any. means.
«“That mere’ dilution or attenuation hardly alters the
« specific effect or vibration rate at all, is proven by the
- fact that vaccination not infrequently reproduces true
smallpox, while potencies of Variolinum develop spurious
variolous symptoms of high potential value. No procedure
i that violgfes the-protective barriers which nature has
] thrown about the blood can possibly be anything buta
bad palliative at best, and should not be called curative,
however expedient it may be. Actual cures are only
Hade by again harmonizing discordant vibration by
ghueans of the application of similarly acting forces. We
thus come to think of the human body as a generator and
storehoyse of convertible energy capable of being shifted
into needed channels when properly and sympathetically
. handled, which means that the forces used must primarily
- act in consonance with those to which they are applied,
if we wish to restore normal action again.

Should the case be taken correctly, the similar Yemedy
found, an accurate diagnosis made and whatever else is
needful be done, it will all avail but little, if we do not
know how to eontrol rejection. The test of our ability is

»* to'know lqpg to await its appearance, to recoo'mze it when

1
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it comes, to correcily®evaluate its cours¢ and ‘finally .
realize when-it really eeases, These are the essentials. ~ :
Peculiarities of drug action “are. carried %)rward,. S
ile

amplified and intensified: by potenﬂzatlon while their
cruddgties are gradnalLy ehmma.te& hence phys1olog1ca.l
aetion, has value in 4!5-1 far as it is -definite only. The
burnings of Arsenicum "and the cramps of Colocynthalready

blance to that of its parent -3ubstance and become a

T
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appear in poisonings and extend as a characteristic action
through the highest potencies. Of itself this would not
absolutely separate them from their companions; but as
the ascent through the potencies is made notable modifiers
and concomitants appear which clearly distinguish them
from their ﬂ.SSQClates In this respect drugs act just like -
diseases. They cannot do otherwise, for no applied force
can call forth what is not already potentially present 1’n
the human economy. '

Every disease picture appeals to as well as leaves
something to the imagination. Were it othqrwise we:
could not eure. Disordered life forces soom extegirize
themselves as manifest dlsease pictures which we at once
try to fill out by searching out all of its ramifications- in
order to form an unified conscept thereof, which will

. - -~ - -
be harmonious and be a speaking likeness, as it were, oy -

some medicinal counterpart.

The correction. of a disordered symptom complex is
important and often difficult. For-this preliminary work
Nuz vomica has very generally been used, largely 'betause
of the American drugging habit ; but sometimes other
remedies are clearly called for and must be given. A case
in point : A lifelong hard drinker of 63 recently came to
me with mitral incompetence and broken compensation.
He did badly under several remedies including au allo-’
pathic prescription of large doses of digitalis --with hypo-
dermics of morphia two or three times a day.~ ‘There was
mdunting “#scites, dropsy of the legs, Chexnekgtokes--
-breathing and increasing insomnia, not always due to the
dyspnceg. We all know the picture, which usually ends
in repeated tappings and final exitus. The peculiar
sleeplessness kept me looking for a remedy te match:.the
combined contingency and which wpild perhaps hold the

~ -heart a while longer. Sleeplessness in heart affectians

5
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was finally found under Crataegus. The prescription was
j thirty drops of mother tincture in half a' glass of water ; .
) onc teaspoonful every three hours. The effect was
unbelievable, In two days the patient’s blue cyanosed
face became red ; the very dry, red tongue again became
moist ; he began to lie down a little and the immensely
hypertrophied and dilated heart grew progressively less;
in short, a marvelous improvement set in, until one day
a left sided supra-orbital neuralgia appeared. Now. I knew
the symptoms had heen set in order. A single dose of
Spigelia MM has seemed to establish valvular competency
! and only $1igh“dy irregular heaa’c action remains. For |
obvious reasons, this case does not point to a complete
solution of the treatment of even one type of cardiac
_ disease, but it does show what the right application of
-the carefully selected homceopathic remedy may doina
“very dangerous situation. In an acute endo-carditis
following suppressed tonsillitis, with almost the same
diagnostie picture, but accompanied by excessive restless-
ness of thearms and air hunger, Tarantula cured radicaily.
| It seems to me that valvular heart affections are more
| amenable to correct prescribing than has been generally
supposed, but the utmost care to place the diagnosticani
individualisti® symptoms in their proper perspective,
must be exercised, if success is to crown our efforts.

The problems which daily confront us are i no wise
less vital if we take into account the ultimation of disease,
for every peute affection properly treated tends to Bting
to the surface those deeper lying dyscrasias which we °
carry about but too faithfully for our own well being. If *
we wish to eradicate these, much depends upen when and ¢
how we begin operations. Homceopathy has proven its
high value in the growing years beyond all cavil.
Dietetics and sanitation are the only measures which have *. J
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come ¢ven within hailing distance of it here. When think- 1
: ing over these things one is likely to become impatient at ‘I
i the narrow mindedness which has so long passed for real C

scientific attainment.. Science is not the thing or mode |

which we leagn, but the relativity with which we under- |
stand facts. This interdependence is not new in homceo-
pathy, even, if almost b1zarre in the senior branch of the
profession.

One more thought. Our regular brethren may possibly
take up and even extend the usefulness of the homeeo-
pathic method in a number of ways, but the purposeful
maunipulation of inherens vital powers is a step far beyond
their grasp. For us 1t is almost natural.
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" The Second Andhra Homoeopathic Conference.
Presidential Address. ‘

; Brother Practitioners, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I must confess at the outset that you have shown me
a great honour by asking me to preside over the delibe-
rations of this conference. I know it is yourdoving regard
for me and -my province that has led to this decision. R
I have gladly accepted the honour thus done to me, not
becanse I feel up to it Lut by reason of the faet that in f
helpmg you in your deliberations at this August confe '
rence I will be contributing my mite to the world move-
ment for the re-organization of homceopathy o6n a better
and sounder basis so as to bring it within the reach of
everybodyin every clime and country—a movement that
\ has been set afoot in every civilised country, where
|- greater pains are being taken and bigger endeavours made
' 'then we are doing in this sleepy somnolent East. By
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