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LAWS OF CURE."· 

M. 'V. VAN DENDURG, M1'. VERNON, N.Y. • 
I t should no t be forgotten that the word "cured" has 

a wide significance as used in common life. This is also 
true of the same term when used in medicine. Cure- ill 
the broadest sense, is the removal of an abnormal stale 
or condition, affeetiug a living organism. As applied 
to mankind, it is the changing of our abouorma! state 
of health, either functional or organic, or both, to a 
normal state. III this broad sense, and the only 
legitimate mcaumg in 'which it eau be used unless 
specifically limited rot" the purpose of discussion, there 
are several laws of cure. That is, there are several 
effective methods of procedure, that tend, under certain 
circumstances, to bring the abnormal organism back 
to a stale recognised as hcalthfwl, or as "good health." 

One of these is The Mcclt{mical Law of Cure. It C011­

sists in removing rucchanicall y au offending substance, 
a mechanical something that keeps the organism ill an 
abnormal condition. 

The removal of dead or diseased bone, of tumours, 
neoplasms, etc., of excreta from the clogged digestive 
tract, of a calculus from the gall bladder, or the urinary 
bladder, may be accomplished by mechanical means, 
and health restored, 10 whole or 1Il part. Aud tbis 
removal may be accomplished by different methods 
and means in differcnt cases; (a) by th"c use of ins'tru, 
menta and mechanical applianccs , whcn it is purely 
a surgical cure; by the- use of emetics. or by the usc of 
massage, also meebanical. 

(b) Or by the usc of cathartics in l'he proper cases, 

• From The Hahnem:lnnlBQ Advocate, Vol. XXXIX, No.5. 
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•
• or by resolvents, in a few cases, to. whtch they m_ay be
 

applicable. ,
 
• (e) The removal of a syphilitic gummata in the brain
 
hl'the use of drugs, is probably bpth a mechanical and
..

• a drug-cure. That is a mixed cure. f,, ..4. Second ][etllocl of Cure, is the Hygienic. It consists ,"
in ordering a proper regimen; in removing deleterious i,,conditions from the cnvIronmcn t ; and in a large elass 
of eases, this is a perfect law of cure. In other cases, ,f , • 
it must be combined with one or more of the other

I. methods. 
A Third Mef1lOd of Cure, is by Suggestion, or, as some 

wilt call it, tile Hypnotic method of CIITe. There are a: 
certain class of abnormal states and conditions, for 
whieh this method is excellen t. There arc beyond doubt 
some cases in which it is the only satisfactory method 
available. But its range is very restricted. and in the 
hands of the ignorant and the unscrupulous it is 
capable of unlimited abuse. 

Therc is a Fourth Mcthod of Cure, which consists in 
thc application of temperatures differing from that 
of the body. either above, when we eall it heat, or 
below, when we call it e'cure by cold. There are certain 
cases where these means and methods tend strongly to 
restore the sick to the normal state. 

'There is a Fifth Mcthod of Cure. by the use of electri­
city. Beyond doubt certain abnormal conditions that 
are benefitted by. an intelligent use of this means, and 
restoration to beaftb may be hastened by its use in 
proper cases. 

There is a Sf.xlh Method of Cttre, by Massagc and 
specific exercis,f. This is beyond dou ht; partly 

" 
"Mechanical," partly by "Suggestion," partly "Hygienic," 
and partly "Vital," in its meas, methods and effects. 
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But in property" selected cases, it is the means of 
promoting a cure. 

A Seventh lYlethod 01 Cure, is by Counter Irritation. No 
one who has looked 'with unbiased eyes upon facts, "can . ,
dell)' that there are cases that arc benefitted by 1.h15 
means. It may be that such ca5CS arc not frequent.

• It may be that the method is so liable to abuse that 
it becomes a menace to public health in the hands of 
the jgnoran~; still it is a 1/U'iI/O(l lIUJt ira propN'ly selected 
case! 'will produce beneficial results. 

It is not claimed that these are all the methods or 
means besides the great one, yet to be mentioued, that 
tend to promote a return to health. 

Whatever tends specifically in properly selected 
cases, to restore the abnormal to the normal, is a means, 
or method of cure. I think it can be shown that the 
above methods and means do, in properly selected cast's, 
tend to such results. 

To speak of a law of cure in thc legitimate sense, is 
to givc a formulary by which a cure may be affected. 
Such formularies may be more or less perfectly enunciated 
in each of the above mentioncd "JfethoibJ." None of 
these methods are of univers~1 application. Some are 
much more restricted than others; some have very 
narrow-limits. To speak of "The Only Law of Cure," 
in a legitimate or logical sense, one would have to show, 
first, that these means and methods never tend to promote 
curcs , that they are wholly useless for such purposes 

And, again, one would need to show that, "The Only 
Law of Cure" was applicable in all possible cases, where 
abnormal states or conditions were eapable of improve­
ment, by any means whatever. • 

Nothing takes plaee except in obcdienee to "a natw;al 
lalot that is, an order of procedure inherent in the 

• 

• 

,..
.
 
• 

• 

.1 

I 
·1 

1 

.' 

• 



1938 ] LA.ws OF CURE	 145
• 

•	 .. nature of things, by virtue of which eerbain phenomena 
in thel.r combined effects always produce eer-tain results. 

IAn Eighth Law of Oure, or method or eure, is by the 
USlli at drugs.... 

• Drugs are substances produced either by na tural or 
• ar tifibial processes, which are eapable of changing the 

state of bodily health. This cbauge may be from a 
normal to an abnormal state, or vice versa. 

It has been found by cspceimecea! proof, that any 
substance that will ehange the bodily health from the 
normal to the abnormal, will, under proper eondirious, 
reverse the process, that is, cure the siek. 

It has also been found by experimental proof, that 
any drug will tend to restore health to all organism, 
whose abnormal state is ver-y similar to the abnormal 
state produeed by the action of that. drug upon the 
healthy; or, in the set phrase of rnedieine, any disease 
very similar to the physiological effects of the drug. 

These last two propositions, embracing the definition 
of a drug and its power to eu re disease, arc now so long 
and thoroughly established, that it would be a work of

•
supererogation to try to prove them to the doubter by 
arguments. If anyone does uot believe that salt will 

dissolve ill fresh water, let him try j t and see. The same 
answer applies with equal force to the doubter of the 
efficacy of drugs to cure diseases similar to those they 
eeuse in the healthy. 

This applieatioo of the use of drugs is so wide, so 
beneficent and so efficient, when directed by a thorough 
knowledge of their physiological effects, and lhe proper 
amounts to be administered, that one may be pardoned 
for eu thuaia.srn 'when he COmpares the results with those 

" 
obtained by other methods of cure. 
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Bu tit is not ·l1ccessar; to lose. sight of the faet that ... • 
there are ether methods of cure. The hypnotist, or 
Christian Scientist, as he presumes to call himself, is 
only more wrong wbcn :he attempts to cure organic 
diseases, or to set a broken bone by hypnotism, beca~sc • 
the field of hypnotism is so much more limited .than • 
the field ofdrug-eure. But the drug-curiat is equally at 
fault from an etbieal standpoint, when he presumes to 
asser-t that-his is The Only Law of Cure. 
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BERI·BERI. 

By DR. T. D. CUUKRADURTTY, H.M.D., M.lI.S., CALCUTTA. 

In the year 1909 Beri-Beri broke out vigorously in 
Calcutta, and in a vcry short time, began to attack one 
after another, as a ver'y dangerous type of epidemic, 
creating panic in the heart of one and all. _ ,,

r- Acecrding to the language of Cyloue, Bed means 
weakness. Hence, repetition of this word (Bed 
Bcri) literally means-very mpch weakness. In practice 
also we find the effect and result of its attack, puts a 
person to death, simply out of excessive weakness. -j
In fact, it should be eallcd Polyneuritis or inflammation 
of the nerves. ; 

Some eminent physicians call it by the name of 
Epidemic Dropsy or Ausamla. Aecordrug to the opinion 
of others it is a disease from Cylone, which made its 
appearance for the first time, in this country, soon after 
the notable famine in Madras. • 

SYMPTOMS :-First of all pain in..1oin ts, specially in 
the lower limbs, with weakness of heart and sudden• .­
nervous dehility are the first signals of its attack 
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