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between persons which incline some te cancer under
conditions where others cscape.

Homaopathy has a key to those differences, Homeeo-
piathy traces the ease history, finds what happened before
cancer appeared, goes back years, perhaps generations.

Homceeopathy, tracing eases hackward, finds that
cancer, like heart disease, ultimates when ailments long
preeeding them have been suppressed,—made to disappear
by local treatment,

Know that prineiple, unravei all sanch cases, and
civilization’s two prineipal death-dealers evaporate.

Difficulties In Homoeopathic Prescribing.*
By Dr. Sir JoaN WEIR, K. C. V. O.

In opening this discussion on the diffhculties in homeeo-
pathic prescribing, I must, of course, presuppose agree-
ment with the fundamental prineiples underlying the
homeeopathiec Law of Cure © so it is like preaching to the
converted. But few, if any, pass a single day in praetice
without being confronted with difficulties as to how
next to proceed. We know what Homceopathy can do
curatively, and all the more we feel the responsibility
of our next prescription—indeced, the future of the
patient lies in our hands in & way that does not happen
in other methods of treatment. Somehow, lately, ive
have had very little opportunity of diseussing our
difficulties ; except perhaps in the short time at the end
of our inecetings. The latest additions to our ranks are
faced with the problems that eonfront those who cntey
fresh fields of research, with, perhaps, a short apprentice-
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ship. Yet they [lecl their responsibilities equally with

thosc whose sojourn has heen longer. They are consulted :

by paticnts who have had the hencfit of experienced
prescribers, and very definite results are cxpected from
them. Homeeopathic doctors are often isolated units,
deprived of the benefits of conferring with their neigh-
bours, and hence their difficulties have to be shouldercd.
Their risk is very great, of getting into wrong ways, and
continving in them, for want of opportunities to discuss
their problems. 1We can all learn from each other ; the
oldest from the youngest, as well as the other way. It
is with this object—mntual helpfulness—that I suggested
such a meeting as this ; where we ean all frankly speak
of our difficulties, and perhaps get some help as to our
future. T thought that the best plan to find out what
were the chiel difficulties was to invite suggestions, but
unfortunately very few replies kave come to hand, so that
I am rather in the dark as to how to treat the subject.
One has written aud spoken so often on the subject of
Homeeopathic Philosophy, that it is impossible to offer
aunything new. But there are Laws of Cure which must
be obeyed,

Hahoemann says : “Ifnicss the physician imitales my
method, he cannot expect to solve the highest problems
of medical science, that of curing those important chronic
diseases, which have remained uncured until I discovered
their truc character, and proper treatment” ( Chr, Dis,,
p- 156 ).

“If physicians do not carefully practise what 1 teach,
let them not boast of being my followers, and above all,
let them not expect to be successful in their treatment.”
( Ibid. )

“This doetrine appeals not only chiefly, but solely to
the verdict of experience—'repeat the experiments, it




280 T MAHNEMANNIAN GLEANINGS [ JuLy

cries aloud, ‘repeat them carefully and accurately, and
you will ind the doctrine confirmed at every step ;’—and
it does what no medieal doctrine, no system of physic,
no so-called therapeutics ever did or could do, it insisis
upon being ‘judged by the resulis,”” (ML.M,P., vol. ii, p. 2.)

There are errors of commission more disastrous than
those of omission, «It is better to do nothing, than to
do something wrong.”

Ouc of our greatest difficultiés in homceopathic pre-
scribing is time—lack of it. And if we arc hurried or
flurried, that is fatal to good work., The best time-saver
is to take your case well the first time. The time thus
spent will save much time and worry on subsequent
visits, We can all realize, wwhen the patient comes the
second time, the mood we were in on his first visit, If
the first prescription was good, the second and probably
the third shouid be very easy. On the contrary, if you
have missed your first shot, the whole thing has to he
reconsidered, and timc is lost.

Counfidence, born of knowledge and cxperience, ou the
part of the doctor, must be unconsciously communicated
to the patient ; so it beboves usall to do our hest, and
thus acquire this assurance.

Dr. “A.” raises what he calls “The Eternal Question,
the Choice of Polency.” )

The question of potency is an extremely difficult one,
so far as dogmatism is concerned.

Men have obtained good results from high, low and
medinm potencies, provided that the right remedy has
been chosen,

You may cure a *“Baptisia pneumonia” with a few
doses of Baptisia in the mother tineture, or with the

. highest potency. This is the case in acute discase.
In provings it is found that a crude drug is apt to
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produce the coarser apimal symptoms; and that violent
efforts at elimination may put an end to the proving.

That the finer, and especially the mental symptoms of
a drug have come out hest when the proviag started with
the higher potencies.

It is a matter of experienee that, in using the lower
potencies ( the 30th and under ) one seldom sees, except
in susceptibles, such phenomena as the homwopathic
aggravation, the relurn of old symptoms, the long
amelioration after the initial stimulus. These of course
are of great import in the conduct of the case, and in
prognosis.

Again, Hahuemann worked up, Kent worked up,
Nash worked up—with fear. Nash relates, in his
“Leaders,” under Colchicum, how he had carried a case
of 200s, given to him by Carroll Dunham, for a whole
vear in his carriage without daring to test them. On
one occasion a patient of his was dying of diarrheeic and
bloody stools ( she had sixty in the twenty-four hours,
and was far through ), He searched for a remedy having
her very marked symptom, tarrible aggravaetion from the
smell of cooking. Colchicum liad it, and fitted the case,
But he had no Colchicum, except in 200th potency in
that case of Carroll Dunham’s. He fetched it from his
carriage, put a few globules into a half-tumbler of water,
and dirccted, “Give her a sip after each stool.”

Twice he stopped his carriage, after leaving, feeling
that he must go back and give that poor woman somnc-
thing ! But went on,

Next day he found a cheery patient. She had only
necded two doses ! It was thus that Nash became a high
potency mau,

Probably, to do thc highest curative swork in chronie
diseases, the high, and highest, poltencies are necessary:
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Bat cach individual is probably most susceptible, at any
time, to some particular poteney. Ilappy if we find it.

In severe acute sickness of healthy people, high and
highest potencies may cure, and may be safely used.

In advanced stages of such diseases as phthisis and
cancer, with profound tissue changes and destructions,
the reaction induced by a high potency may be fatal.

When the emanometer has got beyond its experimental
stage, it may have a great deal to teach us in regard to
potency. Itis still in its childhood—most interesting,
but not yet convineing.

Dr. “B.” asks : “What time must elapse before con-
cluding that « remedy or « polency has failed to act

altogether 2"
Each drug has, according to repeated observations, its

normal length of action, varying, however, according to
reaetive powers of the patient, and the gcuteness or
chronieity of the disease.

In one’s experience, drugs of long action, like Sepia,
may in chronic cases fail to show much or any improve-
ment for periods up to five or six weeks ; and oue has
heen so sure of the prescription that one has waited, and
been thanlkful to have waited, because of the sudden,
marked improvement.

Oune has seen Sulphur in the same way hang fire for
four to five weeks, aud thea snddenly got the desired
resnlts.

Experience with other polychrests has often been much
the same, where patients are irresponsive and exhibit
poor reactioun.

Halimemann, on the coutrary,savs - “If the antipsoric
treatment be properly conducted, the strength of the
patient ought to increase from the very beginning of the
treatment. . . " Of course. where the patients says :
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“Symptoms the same, but T fee! better,” one would not
dream of interfering. Reaction is imitiated, Id acute
cases one expeels somic result almost instantaneously
when one has hit the remedy.

In a case of pleurodynia Arnica gave instant relief
after many rccdics had failed. The patient had hardly
swallowed it when she exclaimed : “That's the fArst
breath I have heen able to draw all night,” and proniptly
fell asleep.

Another case, one of bhilious headache, where the
patient, a doctor, was so prostrate after twenty.four
hours of suffering, in whom remedy after remedy had
failed to tonch, that he could just crawl to a hottle of
Chelidonium ; this gave relief in ten minutes.

Another case of pneumomnia, after a dose of Phos-
phorus 200, got such relief of suffering that lie was fonnd
sitting up in bed reading a newspaper, though tempera-
ture was still 103° 7, and the lung, of course, unresolved,
Here the prompt vesponse of the patient proved the
correctness of the remedy, which in due course cured,

Hahnemann says : “The condition of the mind and
the general behaviour of the patient are among the
most certain signs ofincipient improvement, or of aggrava-
tion, in all diseases, especially in acute ones,

“Incipient improvemecut, however slight, is indieated
by increased seuse of comfort ; greater tranquillity and
freedom of mind ; heightened courage and a return of
naturalness in the feelings of paticut,

“The signs of aggravation, however slight they may
Le, are the opposite of the preceding, and consist in an
embarrassed, hiclpless state of mind, while the deport-
ment, attitude, aud actions of patients appeal to our
sympathy.” ( Org, p, 174.)
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Dr. e#C writes: “What wvalue must I put on the
generals Heat and Cold ?”

These generals must be used with care, Be careful,
for example, to distinguish between stufiness and warmth,
Also the patient must be very markedly affected by heat
or cold. Angd this susceptibility is far more important
when it is a change of condition, due to iliness, than when
it is the patieut’s normal state.

He says : “Are these generals sufficient to cul out cold
or hot drugs, whatever the mentals may be 7"

Here the question of Grading of Symptoms comes in.
If mental symptoms are well marked, they are of prime
importance in prescribing.

He adds ; ' 1 have often been disappointed by my second
prescription. At end of four or five weeks, after a single
dose, when patient is going back (after having had a goad
result ) when the repetitiou of the drug produces no
bhenefit, after waitiog a fortnight, how am I to find the
unew drug or potency ?”

Hahuemann meets this guestion, He says: *“The
homceopathic physician ought to examine the symptoms
every time he prescribes; otherwise he canwot know
whether the same remedy is indicated a second time ; or
whether a medicine is at ail appropriate,” (Chr, Dis,
p. 160.)

On the other hand, the very fact that a remedy has so
helped the patient, is a valuable symptom : and it may
be unwise to abandon it before trying the effect ofa
higher poteney.

Dr. “D,” writes : “My greatest difficulty is in the second
and subsequent prescriptions. The generals remain the
same . the chief guide therefore is unchanged . and there are
only particulars to guide one . . ., on which your method
places little value 2"
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In the first placc the method is Hahnemaun’s, not
mine,

If patient is improved, give sac. lac,: and give this
agaiu and again, so long as improvemecunt continucs. Even
the particulars, unless dependent on 2 mechanical cause,
should disappear. If paticnt goes back and symptoms
remain the same, repeat same remedy and same potency.
If it ceases to hold so long, and symptoms return, give
same remedy in higher potency. And again, and again
placebo, so long as improvement continues: probably
for a longer time. If symptoms change, and yet the
patient feels hetter : still give placcho, These may be a
return of old symptoms, on the road te cure. Patieat
may be doing his return journey : especially if they re-
appear and die away, in the reverse order of their
appearing years ago. If the symptoms change, and are
not 2 return of old symptoms, and the patient is 5ot
improving, reconsider the case and get the new drug
that now fits the altered condition. At the same time,
do not be too slavish in basing your preseription on ill-
marked generals. Marked particulars with modalities, or
peculiar symptoms, may be really all there is of the case ;
and far more importaut than a host of generals that
one has manufactured, and which are unot sufficiently
marked to exclude remedies from consideration.

Dr. “C.” asks furtler . “Js q knowledge of the drugs
that follow well the most important thing *

The lists of drugs that follow well contain mere sug-
gestions, and are helpful where there are few symptoms
to guide you,

He then quotes the case of a child that did well under
Cale. carh, (200 to c.m. potencies) for a year. He
improved very much under trcatment, but the parents
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complained that he was only well while taking the
medicine.

Hahnemann says where there is no manifest exciting
or maintaining caunse, one must always have regard to
the possibility of the existence of “some miasm.” Pro-
bably, to complete the eure, the e¢hild needed Tuberculin,
or onc of the other noscdes.

Dy, ¢ raises an important point........... “Why Hd
not the well-tndicated remedy help this case *"

His excellent results, as you will see, answer his
c(uestion, ‘

%1923, Telbrnary 20.—Mrs, O., aged 28 ; two children,
Constipation, getting worse; no desire for stool, Pur-
gatives lose their effect ; takes raw fruit, &e. Upset with
menses, which last twenty days, with seven days clear.
They are copious, bright-red, with clots. Sickness and
vomiting for first three days of menses ; keeps her in hed
generally. No trouble when children born. Patient is
tall ; thin ; fair hair ; waxy complexion. « cold; warm
room ; > open air. Feels will Jose her reason during
thunderstorm. « on rising; > noon. Desire for salt;
aversion to meat, to all fats, which upset. < pastry,
Musie her delight ; highly strung. <« dark ; alone. No
T. B. history. PPhos. 1 . one dose.

“March 1!.—No change, Phos. 10 m. one dose.

“April 11,—No hetter. Tub. bov, I m. one dose,

oAMay 28. —Much better every way till May 18. Eating
better : stronger ; more cheerful. Less nervous; no
sickness with this M. P. Has had a daily stool till May
18 ; since then golug back in this respect. Says ‘wonder-
ful wee pills. Tub, bov. 1 1n. one dose,

WWhy did not Phos. help this case 7"

Halhuemann recoguizes the stop-spot of treatment by
symptoms only, [Iec says: “These alone ( with due regarid
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Lo the possible exislence of some miasih ) must constitute
the medium through which thes disease demands and
points out its enrative agent,”

Sowmctimes patients declare there is no T. B. history ;
and later tell us, after inguiry, that that statement was
not correct,

Allen says . “Think of Tuberculinum when the best
selected remedy fails to relieve, or permanently improve.”

Dr. “IZ,” finds another difficulty “where there are only
parliculars relating o complaint—no mentals or generals.
Pulient appears to be in perfect health.”

Here one must be alive to the possibility of some
tumour causing pressure symptoms,

On the other hand, theve are often cases which present
merely particulars, and these; forming the totality of the
case, must guide to the prescription, The following is a
case in point \—

February, 1913 : J. W., a minister, aged 52. Head-
aches for thirty years, every few weeks, These bowl him
over for two days. Wakes with slight pain, which in-
creascs during the day till he vomits, which relieves.
Buries his head in the pillow, He scems to be poisoned
with them- Lies like a log, quite dazed. Wakes up to
vomit, then dozes again. Pain, nail-like; in patches.
Better for pressure; lying on sore side; dark; cyes
closed ; keeping still. Worse for light; noise; sitting
up. Gets bilious attacks at changes of the weather, Is
faintish on first lying down at night. Vertigo looking
up, &ec. There were po niental symptoms ; no worry or
depression,

{ to be continued )



