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'characteristic symptom of Rhus Tax. is that with few 
"excep.tions. the pains come onand are agg:rav~'ted dud;rg' 
repose, and ere ameliorated by motion. The most agonis­ • 
ing sy~ptoms and sufferings are produced when the hody " 
or the limb is at rest and kept as-much as possible wi tb; 
out'movement. 

Dose-3x, 6. 30. 
~.( :To bo continued.) 
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The Evaluation of Symptoms.• 
HARVEY FARRINGTON, M. D. (Chicago) .. 

I 

1. Disease is" a condition and not an entity and its : r. 

manifestations are those. of 
pathology called symptoms. 

abnormal function and, 
The production of symp­ ,. 

toms is always in accord with natural physical laws 
and e....ery sign and symptom is expressive of some 
internal deviation from normal physiology. They are 
Nature's warnings of trouble within and may be 
studied, classified and interpreted in the same way as 
are the processes of normal physiology. They constitute . . , 
a language which the trained homceopa'thic observer 
may read and understand in terms of bomceopatbic 
remedies. He makes his diagnosis in the usual way' 
but gives it its proper place in-the process ofselectiiJg • 
his remedy. • 

2. Although fully cognizant of the signs and symp­
toms which are known as pathognomonic, be-also takes 
into account the symptoms arising from the constitu­
tional peculiarities of the patient. Instead of confining 
his study to 

• 
the general phenomena which give the 
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'd~_D·ditioi:t t- name and seeking some"medjcine which has. 
aCted fhvorably 'in cases similar fa the one" he is· aBout 

• to t.reat, _he includes in his record, every-detail, whether 
toxic, pathological, mental or physical, and arriv:l:i at it. 
comprehensive' totaPity of symptoms. In other words, 
he carefully individualizes each Case and selects a remedy 
which corresponds J;.o the _patient as well as to the 
disease. • 

3. AU symptoms and Conditions are not of equal 
importance in homceopathic prescribing. Indeed the 
majority of cases present symptoms which are irrelevant 
and of no special value or importance in finding the 
similim urn, wbich is to be determined with accuracy 
only by those symptoms which are called "character­
istic." 

There are in general two classes of symptoms: 
Characteristic and Common. 

a. A common symptom is one which is found in 
many patients and is produced in thc provings'of many 
remedies. For example: pain, fever, chill, sweat, cough, 
flatulence, lameness, congestion, swelling. 

b. A characteristic symptom is one which is peculiar, 
unusual and therefore distinctive and found in thc• 
provings of only a few remedies. For examplc: Bloody 
mucus and painful tenesmus are common symptoms of 
dysentery. However, when we find in addition, the

•	 peculiar characteristic symptoms, '<every drink of cold 
water causes chill and is followed by hurried stool," 
Capsicl~m is the indicated remedy in this individual case. 
Again, if thc patient with dysentery "is routed out of 
bed at 5:00 a. m. and thc stool is preceded by rectal ful l, 
ness, beaviness and colic; and cvcry at.tempt to pass 
flatus is accompanied by a spurt of liquid i~es," Aloe 
is the indicated remedy. - Spasmodic asthma is commonly 
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, WOrse 'on lying down. If,· however. the u,sthriultic is 
"relieved by lying down - and' his _head is,- excetdin;ly 
sensitive. to cold, even in mildwea.ther" Psonnum is.. • 
indica-ted. If the aathmat.ie patient '''fibds' relief only 
.in the knee-chest position," the remedy is Medarrhinum. 

..4.' The common symp~ms of measles are- dry eongh, 
'coryza, SOTe "eyes, reier. and a pliliary. rash. These 
symptoms being eommon to all cases or" this disease are 
Dr little value in cboosing a remedy for an individual 
case. Bot when a patient' exhibits the :characterrstiC 
group of "violent throbbtng headache, flushed face, 
Shining eyes, high fever, dry mouth and throat, twiteh­
ing of muscles, harsh, dry, barking cough and great 
sensitiveness to light, noise and jar," BElladonna is 
clearly indicated because the group just enumerated is 
"composed of the characteristics of Belladonna provings. ". 
If, however, the "rash is slow in appearing and there 
are thirst, hard, dry, painful cough, frontal headache, 
hard" dry, constipated stool and aggravation of all 
symptoms from the alightest motion," Bryonia is 
indicated. 

5. Both characteristic and common symptoms are 
divided again into (a) general, and (b) partieular. A •-general symptom is one that affects the patient as a 
whole. A particular symptom is one that affects a 
single part or organ. • 

6. Fever, chill, emaciation, malaise, are COmmGD 
generals. Aggravat.iou from music, during a thunder 
storm, bluish discharge from mucous membranes end 
amelioration in wet weather, arc "examples of general 

'"I, 

characteristics because they are strange, au t of the 
ordinary and lead to one remedy or a small group of 
remedies.• 

7. All sensations or symptoms that the "patient 
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'. . ,predicates of himself or in relat-ion "to'which "be uses _the
 
..6.~st persoriat 'pronoun, are .generat. As ·~'I am ·w.e'8.k,"·
 

. "I am thirsty," "I. am sleepy."
 
•	 8. Mental symptoms are classed as generals because
 

they refleet the subtle, inner ebaracter of the patient
 
"himself. Rahoemann in his earliest writings points
 
out the importance pf meneal symptoms and insists thaf
 
they be given precelleucc over all others in remedy, selec­

tion. -Here again we have eommon and characteriatie.
 

-9. lrrhabHity, sadness, fear, are common to many
 
diseases, many patients, also' many remedies. But
 
"aversion to company," (a marked mental symptom of
 
natrum mudaticltln, Nu.x vomica and Anacllrdium); "loss
 
of affection for wife or children" (well known eharcter­

isti.c of Sepia), "restlessness only while at work,"
 
(Graphites\, "weeps when relatiug symptoms" (PtdsaWla),
 
are typieal examples of mental characteristics.
 

10. Experience has shown that emotional symptoms
 
or those arising from the will are more valuable in
 
remedy selection than those dis ducfly iutellectcal.
 
Thus "loathing of Iife , impulse to eommit suicide"
 
(Aurum); "fear of dogs" (Belladonna); 'insatiable desire
 
to travel" (Calcarea phos.), will mean more in selecting a
 

r . remedy than "errors in speaking" ·(Lycopo(liwn) or .. for­
gets what he was ahou't to say" (BarYI~ carb.). Delu­
sions, hallucinations, delirium, amnesia, are etassed as 

• intellectual symptoms. .	 ',.:.. 
II. Symptoms are classed generajs when they appear I 

in different types of cases and in different parts of the 
body aod yet are characteristic of one remedy. TQ 
illustrate: "stitching pains" (.drswz·cum alb., Carbo veg·, 
Sulphur) "stiffness relieved by continued .mot.ion, (Rhus 
loz.); "coldness of 

, 
affected parts" (Ledum);. "sweat on. 

uncovered parts only>' (Tlm;a)., 
• 

• 



,",' 

• 
t 

• 
sos . . THE HA;'HNEA!ANNlAN'GLEANI~GS 

Alternafionof definite ailments also 'belong to the. ,. . , . 
genera\. elass. Illustration.' "Headaehe ' rn winter. -, 

... , 
diarrhoea in summer" (Aloe scc.). • 

12:· Complaints oceu rring only on one side of the 
body are generals, as "r!ght sided sQ,rethroat or ar tbrit is 
of the dgh t shoulder" (Betladonna, Lycopodium) "of the 
left side" (Lacheeie, Sulphur). 

la. Periodic! ty is general, as 
. 
it. 

. 
"headaehe every 

seven days" (Sldphur.); "on al ter na te days" (Natrtdn 
1111lr.); "complaints appearing on the same date aduu­
ally" (Vipera); "neuralgia at the same hour every day" 

",'.. (Cedron). 
14. Modalit ies (conditions of aggravation and 

amelioration) may be classed either as generals or par tl, 
curers, depending upon whether they affect the patient 
as a whole or only certain parts of his body. Among 
these are cold, heat, conditions. of weather, motion, 
rest, position, touch, pressure, eating, drinking, and 
others. 

15.. Particulars need but little eomment. Headache, 
coated tongue, injected conjunctive, swelling of the left 
thumb, are illustrative, of common particular syrup­
toms; while "sensation of coldness in the larynx" • • 

(Cistus can.). "dilated pupils days before an epileptic 
attack" (Argentum nitr.), "sensation of a band about 
the head" (Carbo -veg., Gelsemt·?llll, Sulphur), are 
cbaracterist.ics of the highest order. 

particular 
• 

1(1: A common symptom may become highly charac­
teristic when it is associated with another or occurs in 
a group, as "fever with tb irs tlessueas" (Ptdsatilla) i 
"coldness wi th numbness of the heels (Sepia);. "diacrhcea 
with over-powering sleepiness" (Nux. mosck); "profuse 
sweat with copious urine" (Acetic acid). These are

•called concomitants and are often of great use in deter­
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mining the' rement.. A striking example OJ tbis relation 
orsytiJ.~tbrris is feu rid in. the group "Iro'atal head~t:he.· 
nausea, vomiting and high fever." Sirigty these symp­

• toms are among the .moat ordinary and eommo'b.;, but 
eolleetively they eonatttute -u &roup which is highly 
eharaeteristie and points to bat 'one remedy, namely, 
Verat'7um viride. • 

11. A eommcn -l1ymptom may be raised i-nto _the 
ebaracter is'tie elass by reason of its intensity. Thus" 
bur'ning pains, common to many diseases and .many 
remedies, cecur more often and are-more violcntiu eases 
needing .iJ.rsem"t;Utn, Sltlplmr and Carbo 'Veg. That motion '-:1";;. 
aggravates sore abd. paiuful . parts is quite to, be 
expected. But when it is found Ic. suea. an aggravated 
degree that the slightest movement of the foot or hand 
intensifies the headache or a pain ill some distant part, 
it becomes very eharacteriatic and indicates one remedy, 
Bryonia. 

18. Most sick people, especially those of a nervous 
type, are apt to be affected by noises. T'herefor-e, aggra­
vation from noise is of comparatively li t tle value in 
ehoosing the remedy. But when. every noise causes 
vertigo, The-ridion is the only known remedy; if noise 
is felt as a shock in the teeth, it is a prime indication 
for Calcarea carbo 

19. Dreams mean little unless they assume some
• peculiar form or the subject dreamed of is in itself 

peculiar. The patient who constantly dreams of dead 
relatives is often helped. by Calcarea si'1·cate; the One 

whose dreams' arc or' hiu:'d labor or some strenuous 
exertion may need RIHU lox.; of. falling from a height, 

\ 

Digitalis, S"lphu,.. or Tlmja. 
20. In taking the case, no detail of history. physieal 

examination or laboratory findings should be overlooked, 
• 

• 
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for' these are ofgreat value in determining 1he general 

• ma.J~~ment of the case and "may also: assis't in tte ." 
d"iffereu"tiation of similar remedies. But "the physician •

•should" constantly bear in mind that successful bomceo­
pathlc prescribing depends, primarily upon the ability 
to elicit characteristic symptoms. Otherwise, he is lost 
in a maze of symptomatic manifestations and must 
resort to the use of "key-notes," patbMogy or the name 
of the disease which he is endeavoring to cure. Unless 
he knows how to choose the guiding indications in ·the­
case which are the characte-ristics and is able to ignore . '.' 
those which are Irrelevant as far as the selection of the 
bomceopathic remedy is - concerned, the repertory wilk 
be of little use to him. 

Younan's Therapeutic Hints 
By Dr. K. D. GDsw.ml 

(Hi, A"iJtllnt for ::15 ,MrJ) 

Be'ldes valuable therapeutic hInts. It contain' record, of 
ecme ofhb numerous wonderful cure, and nplaln, 

-. hla method of treatment and Duning of ,
the alck, '. 

Road It und know how faithful.!, Dr. Yo.unan foUoww Hahnmutnn fO . I 
-.., bc the grMfUt Homocopathin India afur 

DR. MAHE~DRA LAL SIRCAR. 

Prloo A•• 2{8{•• 

Sole Di,CTiblitorl 
Habnemann Publishing Ce., 

, 165, Bcwbaaar Sreeee, Calcutta. 
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