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" In memoriam.

\ 
LATE DR. W. YOUNAN. M. B. C. M. ( ::Edin). 

. By DR. S. C. GnOSE, M. D. 

M:r. President, Friends and Oomredea. 
The' object' with which we have been actuated to 

assemble here .end to hold this meeting is sufficiently 
knowJ1 to you a.1I. Alall I a thunderbolt has fallen upon 
'Our head I Dr. W. Younan, M. B. C. M. ( Edin ) is no more 
in the-lend of the living. Thill melenchcly event took place 
at his Calcutta residence a~ I-I, Wood 'Street .shortly hefore 
dewn on Sunday, 23rd October, 1932. Men elwezs desire 
that those whom they love and revere should be widely 
known end for me therefore it is natural to read this shorj 
biographical sketch of Dr. Younan in whose memory this 
meeting is going to be held. 

Dr. Younan's fairly long Iife has been replete wieb 
numerous interellting and glorious achievements and many 
are the anecdotes which adorn it. It still seems too . soon 
to venture on a critic'a! estimate of his labours and. works ., 
in the field of -Hcmceopeeby and 'In the world- t1.~ h,fge. 
Thousands" come on the stage of life' and die without 
leaving 'any tra,ce behind. Theyare never thought .of or 
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Paper read at the meetillB held :l! the 'Davidian Han, BJx.waniporeon ~ f)lh No,"" ~
 
1932 in memO!}' of Dr. Yoenen l1na~r the pl"esidencyof Mr. w.e. w,!,"~, 
M. A. COxon I, Editor of the "Stetesrnan", 
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their memories cherished, even by those who hud intimate 
contract with them through life-long friendship, partner­
ship in business or o.ny other ki~dred o.sBociati6n~ 
Hundreds of men known to us in our life, when the faculty• 
of judgment is generally ripe, have passed away end with 
their death have vanished their names out of our 
remembrance. Such is the sad fate of the majority of us. 
Those, who leave foot-prints on the sands of time, are 
undoubtedly men of extraordinary merit and exceptional 
intelligence. In an age which is remarkable for its 
reactionary tendencies end reckless spirit of criticism and 
in 0. country where the growth and development of genius 
is retarded to an almost imbieesureble extent by rrn­
natural custom and. by rivalry and jealousy. the perpetuity 
of a good name implies the possession on the part of the 
hero. many a brilliant and transeendental quality. 

From time immemorial. alike by tradition and in:tinet. 
men have publicly commemorated the death of their 
eminent personages. It is such a commemoration that 
brings us in assembly this evening. It is therefore, bindivg 
upon us that we pay public homage to this eminent bomceo­
path whose whole life was consecrated to promulgettoa of 
Homcaopathj- in its pristine purity in India. 

In the sudden demise of Dr. Younan, the bomceopathic 
medieal profession in India has sustained an irreparable 
loss and the general public have lost the services of a great 

.,. bomcaopetb of Modern India. He had been- suffering from 
high blood pressure for .some time and did not retire from 

;. practice. The result was that he had a seizure of Apoplexy 
about a month ago and breathed his last owing to a second 

-I attack. He had completed his 73rd year at the time of his 
death. His death was quiet and peaceful. His wife died 

~ seven years ago and he regularly visited Darieelins once 
every year to offer his tributes of love at the grave of his ,, 
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. wife. There was no issue of the murrtege. He leaves 
behind two brothers who adorned tho medical profession 

"end they are now living in England after retirement.. 
.... Dr. Younan huiled from Syria. His father W8.S 8. police
• 

officer and lived at Ento.lly, Calcutta. He took his medical , 
degree from the Edinburgh University in 1882 and afl;er Igraduation came to Calcutta where he began to practiseI·

,I 
,l 

I 
as an allopath. At this time the Iebe Dr. B. N. Banerjee , 

I was an eminent bomceoputh of our metropolis. A.<; time 
rolled on Dr. Younan came in intimate contact with Dr. 
Banerjee and SIl.W. with his own eyes, the marvellous cures 
effected by borcceopethic remedies. At last he was convertedI to Homceopethr as his keen intellect enabled him to appre­, 
ciate the intrinsic excellence and worth of the Hahne­
rnarmian system of treatment. Dr. Younan betook 
himself to homceopathy with zeal and earnestness and the 
intelest and fascination of homceopethy grew upon him 
with each advencing year. 

By WfJ.y of digression I wish to say eomefhfng about 
Hebnemeun and his Homcecpathy, for which I beg to be 
•excused. 

•Of all the medical llysf;ems which have successively 
made their eppearanca in the world. there cannot be found 
any which. has commanded more world-wide renown and 
greater interest jhen homceopathy. If we trace the history 
of homceopathy we shall find that on the one hand it won 
the highest admiration and the most exalted eulcgium, 
while on the other hand it became the subject of the most 
unjust calumny. satire end criticism. Like all discoveries, 
like Harvey's cizeule ticn of the blood, like Perecelsus' 
antimony and like Jenner's vaccination, Hahnemenu's 
bomceopebbv was, for some time, persecuted with the most 
remorseless rancour by its antagonistic factors. A tempes,t 
of derision burst upon Hehnemenn'e head whtle. the news 
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of his discovery was promulgated. How preposterous and 
contemptible were all the denunciutiona which were made 
to the detriment either of his Ierne or his philosophy. end» 
which rested solely upon a bold supposition that Hahne­
mann's views were 0. madmen's ravings and would be " 
nipped in the bud. The superlortty of his. philosophy 
which he ever maintained with so much kingly dignity, • 
bore the i,nfallibl~ stamp of the exuberant. predominance 
of his Intellectual vigour. The popularity of his remedies 
and the fame of Hahnemann were the universal talk. und 
this fact fanned the flame of tll-Ieeltng and jealousy of the 
followers of Hippocrates. Hahnemann spared no pains 
to destroy this baneful ship of prejudice with the tremen­
dous: torpedo of reason, but could not inainuube himself 
into, the very heart. .of their deep-rooted bigotry. He pullad 
down the fortification of the reasonings advanced by the 
antagonistic factors, but could not pucify them. • 

No body can hold in mean estimation the transcen­
dental genius of Hahnemnnn who is now regarded as the 
greatest medical explorer and the sublimest medical philo­
sopher that the world has ever been graced with. It wa1; 
the lightning of Hahnemann's genius and matchless intelli­
gence which dealt the death-blow to the existing medfcaL 
'evils. 

To lift up the minds of the people to a healthy abmos­
-phere of medical science and to dispel the darkness which 
stretched like a network into every nook and corner of 
this vast universe requires, no doubt, the agency of a 
superhuman being and it was the immortal Hahnemann 
who performed that glorious task. If we dive deep into the 
bottom of the history of medicine, we shall he painfully 
struck with the truth that the views or theories. that were 
ecceptedwith en- amount of eagerness and were the rage 
of .ehe dar, proved to be false in, the long run. Ther 
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flourished [0;' Il- time und when put to tho touchstone of 

experience proved to he founded upon irrationelund iIIogic&.1 
• basis. But the teaching and principles promulgated by 

Hehnemann and his disciples have stood the proving 
• tests of the world for more than 0. century end 'his law of 

.cure stand unchanged to the present day. AU the wonder­
ful echtevemente which Hehnernc nn performed, we.re noti· . 
accomplished by chance. AU the glorious triumphs which:, -resulted from his grundesb conceptions, were not the 
brilliant and momenta.ry flashes of unthi.nking genius. 

,HEl.hneIDll.nn was placed in many severe trials; he was 
environed with divers dangers and difficulties; but the 

, heroic courage with which he subdued the wildest strokes 
of misfortune, attructed the deepest admiration, even of 
his enemies. His dearest friends detested him; his nearest 
relatives began to shun his company; his brother pruefi­
tioaera thought him to he fit for a lunatic asylum. But 
still Hehnemnrm stood like a rock which no storm could 
shake. The interest and zeal of his new science lay 
dearest to the innermost core of the heart. A han of pres­

·cription was upon his head. He was a. wandering wayfarer 
for some time. Those who wish to inaugurate an enter­
prise must not succumb to any difficulty, imll.giuo.ry or 
real. The incubation of a discovery is fraught with 
innumerable dlfflculbies, end its consummation requires 
tbe energy of a Wallace and the intellect of a. Newton. 
The indomitable persevere-nee and scientific precision with 
which he tried to sow, or, more properly disseminate, the 
seeds of his sublime principles were tbe periunial source 
of his earning the epithet of "utopisf' from the ignorant 
and his enemies. Had Hahnemann not relinquished the 
.1I.11opathic profession he would have never experienced tho 
'bitterness of adversity, But the pa-th of truth is e'fer 
harrtceded by sorrows ~~d sqfferings, 8:P~ dangers and 
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difficulties and the great Washington of medical indepen­
dence buffeted the billows of starvation and endured them 
all with passive submission and heroic courage. Life without" 
enthusiasm would resemble u year without spring-cold and 
devoid of genial heat. Struggle is the invariable antecedent· 
of victory. Therecan be no victory without previous struggle. 
It was oftentimes marked that his enthusiasm flashed • 
through the gloom. 'I'here lies the greatness of Hahnemenn. 
He contributed more than an army La the extension of know­
ledge. This world has been adorned with many great men. 
I.t was Columbus who blessed the people with a. new world; 
Newton a.nd Copernicus, Harvey and VesaHus, with 
science; Orpheus and Chaucer, Homer and Dante with 
poetry; Aristotle and Socrates, Becone and Spinose, with 
moral philosophy; but it was the great Hehnemann who 
has by the greatness of his heaven-kissing intellect, 
fashioned anew the dominant theories of the medtcul world 
and brought about a perfect and glorious reformation of the 
age in which he played a prominent part. He possessed 
the enthusiasm of a Columbus, the intellect of a Newton, 
the faith of a Luther, perseverance of a Bruce, independenc: 
of Mazzini and the purity and integrity of a Washington.

•
Truth triumphs alike over custom and prejudice and 

the doctrine of great Hahnemann has therefore advanced 
with rapid strides. sweeping away the stumbling-block of 
progress with the Buperiority of its laws. It is no hyperbole 
or fiction to say that homceopaebv has widened its 
boundaries over the entire civilized world. Homceopethy 

j 
has survived the deadly arrows of persecution and won the 
clustering laurels of triumphant worth. The a.Hention of 
all the civilized world has now been directed to tbe sublime 
'truth of Hahnemenn'a homceopethy in its pristine purity, 
and the mist of misconception, wilful or otherwise, that 

prevails before as to its relative position in the medical 
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world, has been cleared by the convincing gale of its 
worth. 

Like the late revered savant Dr. M. L. Sirc~r. M.L.D.L. 
C. I. E. Dr. YOUnan accepted Hahnemaun as his future• 
g uide in medical pro.ctice and began to practise hcmceo­
pathy openly, whole hearbedly and zealously .

• 
After tho death of Drs. Mahendra Le.l Sircar and L. 

Salzer, Dr. Younan occupied the position of a leader 
amongst the bomcsopethe of Oe.lcutte and kept up the 
integrity of thaj, position till the end of h ie ea.rthly 
extsecnce. 

,/' His attitude to bomceorethv was that of the aggressive 

Hahnernennlan and he tolerated no other. He was very 
impatient with the low dilutionist, the mixer and the 
alternator. His text books were the Organon, Chronic 
Diseases and Materia Medica Pure. He was a devout 
Christi~n and very simple in his hebibs and mode of living. 
He never mixed with politics and always kept himself 
aloof at a respectable distance from party strifes. 

•	 In the long career of a successful homceopebh he had 
no equal and his love end Joyalty to the cause never 
sperved. 

........ He was the archHect of his own fortune, the mason of 
his own fame. Pra.ctically speaking. he lived, moved and 
had his being in Hahnemerm. Dr. Younan was the Dean 
of the Calcutta Homceopathtc College in Upper Circular 
Road and was an ex-President of the Calcutta Homceo­
pefhic Hospital Society. He wes for sometime, a. member 
of the British Homceopetbtc Society, was the Honorary 
President of the First All-Bengal and assam Horncecpeehtc 
Conference hold in Calcutta last year and was the Presi­
dent of the .A.ll~lndia Hourceopath!c Conference held in 
Calcutta in April lest, 

His funeral procession was attended by a vast con-­
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course of people consisting of Hindus, Mahomedans, 
Christians and Jews. The cosmopolitan character of the 

• 
mourners that accompanied his dead body to the last 
resting place ut the Circular Roud cernetry bore eloquent. 
conclusive testimony to the great popuJo.rity that he had 
amongst them. His death has unfortunately created a ••	 void in tho field of Homceopathy in India. which cannot • 
be filled. He was, one of those who by their wonderful 
skill in the art of healing, helped to propagate the princi­
ples of Homceopathy throughout the length and breadth 
of India. The absence of such a man from the field of 
Homceopathy, the withdrawal of such a mighty force from 

--,'. the structure of society naturally causes world-wide grief 

-." 

that no time can remove. Dr. Younan was the remnant of 
band of great luminaries of Homceopathy in India whose 
glorious names will ever be imprinted in characters of 
gold and will never be obliterated Irom our mem6ry. 
Dr. Younan was a magnificont flower that bloomed in the 
desert air of Homceopathy in India and the desert air with­

ereditnot. • 
Dr. Younan was ever 0. striking personality. A man 

of liberal culture, intellectually keen as a blade end €If 
the. strictest integrity he was an object of universal 
admiration. All that he performed was done very well, 
because he did all with his heart and soul. He did 
what he knew well to be a duty and when doing it, he 
turned neither to the right, nor to the left; he turned not, 
though the whole world was against it. He bad been 

\ 
always guided by his own thinking and never pUt any 

I 
))'" 'I 

reliance upon the help of others. Instead of trying to 
adapt his philosophy to circumstances, he trfed to bend 
circumstances to his philosophy. 

He possessed 'strength combined 'with sweetness, 

'courage with gentleness, unwavering loyalty to friends 

,
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and principles with an unswerving love of truth and f 
straight forwardness. Sunshine was always to be found 
1n his heart and his mind gilded with its own hues all that 
it looked upon. When he had burdens to bear he bore them 
·cheerfully, when he had a sell. of difficulties to cross, he 
crossed it manfully, and when he had a thorny road to 

• tread on, he trod on it gladly, gathering up such flowers as 
lay along the path. 

He was very temperate. He never indulged himself 
for a single moment in the luxury of a Sybarite. He 
lived a life of full 73 years with stoical firmness and 
Spartan temperance. He also died in harness as he a.lways 
wished to do. Dr. Younan was a very religious man. To 
many enlightened men, it is a superstition worthy of a 
barbarous age, to believe in God, religion, duty. But Dr. 
Younan believed in God and in his dispensations. The 
prinC+ples of divinely faith got entwined with all ita 
fibres and tissues in his moral nature. 

Dr. Younan attached great importance to the following 
memorable lines of Cardinal Newman:­

• ·'What are grea.t gifts but the correlative of great work? 
We are not born for ourselves. but for our kind, for our

•neighbours, for our country; it is but selfishness, indolence, 
a perverse fastidiousness, 11n unmanliness and no virtue or 
praise to bury our talent in a napkin." 

In his IlJe there was a little of Milton's quiet air of 
delightful studies; and none of Pascal's "labouring for 
truth wit\!. many a heavy sigh." The end of it all is that 
he had tbeIeudeble desire of success, a general literary 
ll.ppetite, conscious preparation for private and public duty 
in the world and firm conviction of his personal worth. 

As a physician, Dr. Younan stood in the front rank, an 
accomplished diagnostician and able prescriber. His 
refinement, culture and spirit of willingness to plunge 
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himself with devotion of heart and soul into uny just ua.use:. 
for the benefit of the profession won for him the confidence

•and admiration of his colleagues. 
He never conspired 'and seiaad power for his own. 

aggrendiaetuent. He asked no man to sell his moral 
worth and honesty tha.t he migbt be a gainer and hold 
position and power by the sacrifice. • 

He never vindictively crushed 0. man because he would 
not serve him. He hated vil lification from tho bottom of, 

N' hls .hearli- Men did not fear Younan, they loved him, they 
'respected 'him, they trusted him, theY admired him. Poss­
essing a. .,.onderfully calm end placid t.emperamenb, he was 
a splendid example 9f "ge'ntlenees combined with rare 
s~rength of character. purpose a.nd mind. He had the 
rb,abit of thinking with eccueucy, clearness end quickness 
when any occasion demanded. 

His success and experience iu curing dc!-'pero.te ca~e!-; 

had been unique ana his Prescriptions ned saved the lives 
of numerous hopeless cases from the ja.ws of death. But 

~ 

it is all the more to be regretted that this eminent homceg­
path had always been reticent and silent, and left no notes
 

, behtud. It wo.... VCl'y unfort-,tna,te that his contrtbutions
 
,.·.'1 relating to his unique experience, extending over forty years",.'. 

had been vorgfew and far between. He cured casas and 
that was all. He has left no piece of work for the usc of 
future generations as "hts footprints on the sands of time." 

Dr. Younan was an inspiring- seer, of the highest value , to his young-er colleag-ues and the legacy to them -is a goad 
to a perfect and dutiful life. The man of work endows 
time with a sort of vital force' as an active enthusie.ebic ~ndi 

I Hving agent co-operating with him. Time swallows up.,.,1 
,'" 

sme.ll men but ereet ruen rise above it; their actions 
,"I' produce epochs. create chronology, and thus give parma­

I nenco and splendour to time itself. The highest perfcr-

I
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rnance of clll~y will be blessed and crowned with Inuncr­
~ulity, and will flourish in full bloom, even whon this earth 

•	 and its time shall be no more. 
A great man, though deed, carries with him a potent 

•	 influence of personal magnetism. His life-long devotion 
to Homceopabhy will shoot forth like a ray and will implant .. a tree of new life into those that lie around. The career 
of a great man remains an enduring monument of human 
energy. The man dies and disappears, but his thoughts 
and actions survive und leave an indebiblc stamil upon 
the: people around whom he lived, moved and na~ hIs 
bein~. His ill bealth'-' had given some anxiety to his 
friends and admirers, but his death was qu'iet ana sudden. 

To the country, indeed, the lis~~was het~.. B"ut-"God 
is wiser thun we. Perhaps lt~ reqwrel fh~ services of 
one of his most dutiful sons iIi fC'higli~t' and.' 'purer') worM:. 
Dr.• Younan's life has ceased to tl'uob on' tliiK plene, 
but as long as greatness will be appreciated, 'hisnoble 
life will occupy the foremost .place in the hearts of those 
who hankered erter hi!' advice. 
• We shall not have the pleasure of seeing his benevolent 
face any more, bul'··.he bequenbhs to us the glorious and 
prrceless heritage of his woth ,through which "he being 
dead, yet speukebh.". . 

The life and death of our departed cblleegue have 
not been in vain i(it ins\>ires us to realise our individual 
responsibility i~\' the struggle for the expansion of 

''':'
Homceopathy in India. His dutiful life bears ample witness 
that service for suffering humanity needs no goad of duty. 
Unconsciously we are attracted by the sense of brotherhood 
to serve mankind. The Divine spark of personality and 
immortality lies in each person, no matter how deeply 
submerged they may be and it is obligatory upon us to 
uplift. reaecre end fit them for service, 
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The highest meed of prcisc ~hut we can bestow UpOI1 

Dr. Younan who has jusf shuftled off his mortal coil in 
the struggle is to proclaim to bhe world that 'he served s 
willingly and courageously the highest and most per­
manent needs of man, justifying the profession by faithful • 
service, realising theb to cease to serve is to cease to live. 

•Mourn friends I Let mourning shows he spread for • 
this eminent homoeopath ! 

We P,:r:ay to Go~that He will be pleased to keep his 
soul in eternal peace., .. 

In the aifferent forms of structural or orgcnic disease 
some of which have no direct counterpart as yet in the 
pathogenesis of our remedies, we are compelled to look for 
the great cberccteriatic, constitutionnl symptoms, the most 
prominent end peculiar feature of the case, even apaN, if

•necessary, from functional derangements and from struc­
tural disorgenieetton. Such symptoms, which are purely 
constitutional, just bhe reverse of local, since they may 
appear in connection with any form of disease, become th~ 

peculiar characteristics, the key notes of their respective 
cases, Such symptoms must be prominently contained: in 
whatever remedy is suited to the case. -And we believe that::;!I	 each case, especially each chronic case, has its head symp­
tom which leads all the test-its key-note, from which all.' ,·1

'~":;, 

the others te·ke their clue. And we believe. also that the 
remedy which contains this head-symptom with equal 
prominence-that is. in which it constitutes' a key-note-­
will Invurlebly be found to cover and contain all the - other 
symptoms; and that this clue will thus afford us the means. 
of extending the curative action and sphere of the medicine, 
far beyond whet it has reached, or could be expected to 
reach, by direct pathogenesis.-H. N. Q-l;JERNSEY1 M.D., 1866, -: 
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