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A Case That Might Have Been SBurgical
. W.J. SWEASRY POWRRS, M. D.

I bope the lengthy description of this case will not
bore, but it is ope, I think, of peculiar interest and I
have tried to give a . portrayal of the homeopathic
thought that was devoted to its solution. The patient
wae 2 man 45 years of age, well developed and un-
married. He came to me on January 16, 1920. He was
not very prolific with words and bence did not give me
many details at his first visit, He was fearful that
something was wized, Refl bis lungs but wished to have
the doctor say that his condition was only one of indi-
gesfion. As a result, he carefully refrained from mention-
in? anything, onteide of his cough, that might possibly
Ielate to his lungs. He did lay great stress on his
stomach symptoms and remarked that he thought his
cough was due to the state of his stomach. A careful

physical examingtion of his chest revealed normal vesi- .

cular breath sounds over both lungs and percussion did

not reveal any aoticcable disturbance, Heart was 0. K.

- " Carbo wegetubslss 200, one :dose was given on the
following modalities : Large .amount-.of gas from any
food that he might eat. Distention was relieved by
eructations.and flatus.’ Upon eructating, he noticed a
burning sensation - in his a«sophagus ; this sensation
extended into his mowth, He felt irritable and restless
—hut otherwise well and strong.

Five days later : The Carbo vepetabslés bad the effect
of ameliorating the stomach condition, - decreasing. the
amonnt of gas and ellowing the cough full expression
with its accompanying modalitiés. The cough was now
more pronounced, causing expectoration of a ycllowish-
white secretipn:gnd, as patient coughed, Inow got'a
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-distinet fietid odor from his breath, This made me think
of a possible bronchiectasis, especially as the cough had
‘now persisted for several weeks after his last cold, I
again examined his lungs but did not find .any definite
gighs -of a "pathological ' chafige “and his testimony of
general well beiog was so I‘avora.ble that 1 was non-
2 plirdsed., : ‘ , _ .

- On the modality of fwetid ‘breath with each cough
and only when he coughed,- I gave hn:n Capszcum 200,
one dose.

_ The next day, he camé with the ' test:mony that,
doring the night, he had coughéd np a large quantity of
o P dark red sputuni that “stunk to-heaven”,. Hehad saved
this secretion.. ‘I had him send it to the laboratory ‘for
examination. The laboratory report stated that the
odor of the specimen wds’ so disagreeable that ‘no-&:l'e RN
could work in the room in which the container had
been opened until a deodorant had been applied-and all
the windows opened. No tubéreitlar bacilli were found,
but the secretion abounded in vanous stmms of other
bacteria. :

The next day anotber specimen was sent ha.vmg
! been collected in a sterile jar, and the following bacterial
i content was noted : Tubéreular bacilli::absent. :” Other
- bacteria were extremely - iumerous. . There weré. many f

forms of Gram positive. and Gram négative cocei and’

bacilli, the only bacteria that giew -on’culturé: media-
\ were staphylococcus aureus and a]bus, pneumococcus, |
g and-streptococens.” - h | [
. - I'now called Dr. Guy Beckley Sfeam,s into consul--
tatmn, explaining’ my uricértainty in regard to the lung
examination, and asked him to make an examination of-
the chest. Upon percussion, he located an area of dnll<
riess about the size of a fifty-cent piece in the third inter~
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costal space just to the left of the lefi border. of- the
sternum Whetber the action of the Capsicum, in relea-
sing the pent up seerction made.this area apparent to
" percussion or w_hether the - technique of Dr. Stearns was
more refined- than my own, one cannot definitely say,
but I am iuclined to .believe the latter was true. Be

- thatas it may, we have here an instance revealing the

1mportanl:e of modaljties.in. prescnbmg for I prescribed
the Capsicum on mndahty alope and I thipk it was -the

) correct prescnptl.on

We had the patient undergo an -x-ray - examination

~with fluoroscope and sterioscopic photographs. This
revealed an area of shadow in the left lung at the leve]

corresponding to the third intercostal space.
. ‘At the x-ray examination, the patient was pnt
throngh a sort of third degree examination and, for the

" frst .tfme!'_ bronght out the fact that about December 27,

1929, while playing in a swimmming tank and laughing
heartlly, a companion suddenly forced the patient’s head'
under the water and held it there for a time Duriog
_the 1mmer31on, he swallowed a quantity of water and
“it .was very difficult for him to get his breath when
released,  He. felt very ill after this experience and
expenenced a terrible nausea. He had to lie quiet for’

about onc hour. After this. e_xpenenae he developed hig :

cough This teshmony in conjunction with the circums-

eribed darkened area on the film and the character of
the secretion: auggeated a developing abscess in the left:

]ung in the region of the hilus. The reentgeuvologist .
asked that another picture be taken in about fifteen days

as then the tissue would have 11gueﬁed and a level wonld -
bave been established and we would bave an idea as -to,
where it would be best to open the ehest for, dramage

‘The patient- was oW pu’t ‘to bed, . The _foot.. -of -the:
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fairly well; but not as satisfactorily as one would wish,
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bed was raised about twelve inches and he was adjured
to lie on his right side, changing only when it became
tiresome and then only long enough to give relief to his
muscles. He was allowed to go to the bathroom to
defecate, He was put. upon a diet rich in vitamins
and salts. :
As patxent contmued to cough up bloody streaked -

gpitum and as the eough was induced by tickling in the
Iarynx and behind the sterpum, was aggravated by
talking and laughing and by swallowiag, as he was
thirsty for cold drinks, and as he was intelligent and
of a bright temperament, I prescribed Phosphorus 200,
one dose on January 22nd. After the Phosphorus, the ,
sputum changed to greenish.yellow in color and oceasion- |
ally had a disagreeable odor. The patient felt generally
well up to February 8th when, during the night, he had .i
a severe eonghing spell in which he brought up & email |
piece of tissne with considerable bloody secretion which
had a very feetid odor and his general condition was
u.usatlsfactory

. During the night of February 12th. pa.tlent conghed
ap cimsiderable fresh blood. Appetite was good and he
was thirsty. Gave FPhosphorus 200, one dose. This held  °

until February 17th when a very definite picture was
presented. During the latter part of the night of
February 16th, patient had a severe cougbing spell, last-
ting continually for one and a half hours. . The imme- E
diate cause of the cough was a tickling sepsation in the’ ]
throat and behmd the sternum For the first time he '
complained of a ste.bbmg pain in the left chest upon
eoughing and upon deep  inspiration, relieved  after |
coughmg ceased. Secret:on contamed much dark blood; ~ +: -
was of a atrohg fo:tld odor, and ca.used a burnmg pgnsa- L E
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tion when it passed throngh his throat. He felt very

‘restless in mind and body and could not lie still during

the night, Mouth and lips were dry and he desired
frequent drinks of cool water in small quantities. As I
‘entered the room, I noticed a strong foetid odor and that
the sputum eup contained considerable prune colored
sputum whieh had ‘the same fcetld odor. This picture
corresponded so well with the one so strikingly des:
cribed under Arsenicum album by Kent in his Lecturea on
Hamceopathw Materia Medica that'1 presr:nbed Araemcum
albaem 30th in water, a teaspoonful every four hours.

Thdt night and thenext day there was a decided
improvement in the general condition, hnt in the evenmg
of February 20th, the sputum changed agam to a prune
¢olor and had a very decided feetid odor and the tempe-
ra.turc rosc to 102 degrees. I prescribed Arsenicusn album
200th, one dose. |

February 2lst Patjent complained of the fact that
his throat felt dry during the oight, especially toward
morning and that he had a pain in the left side of his
fhroat when he swallowed empty. Food, hot or cold,

.did-not hother him, He felt thirst for small guantities

and felt generally restless. ‘The shole body seemed to
be in a dry heat. He complained of a lzght dull pain
behind the sternum and that a tickling sensation in this

. region caused liim to eough. The skin had a cachectic

color.” I. read this picture as indicating a remedy

aggravatmn

" February 22nd. Patient is mus:h brlghter and feels
easier in evéry way, is cheerfnl and has a good appetlte.
February 2ith. Durmg the mght and today, patnent
bas had frequent urge to stool At tWO*thII'tj’ P, by
shortly -after ta’kmg some nour:shment, patlent had a
stviére cotighing: spell durmg which he’ brought up mud:\
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bloody secretion. baving a strong fetid odor. Shortly
‘after the coughing attack was ¢nded, he had a severe
chill whieh began with the sensation as if a cool breeze

struck his head and t_ra'vélel_i_ down through his body to

his feet. At the same time, his body felt warm to the
nurse, Temperature, 102 degrees pulse, 120, weak and
thready. The inerease in’ ‘the amount of strongly
odored sputum aecompamed by the ehilly reaction and
the condition of the pulse caused n;e to prescribe Arsem-
cum album 1u, one dose.

February 26th. Pahent’s morale rather low. All
food causes him to congh and '_1_'19 f_eels uncomfortable in
the abdomen. Food eaten causes urge to stool at whieh
be passes much gas and a little luid. He has beep very
thirsty for small amounts, the mouth and throat 'are
dry. All .food causes urge to stool, but warm soup is
the most trouhlesome. -'Sputum has strong feetid odor
aud is prune colored. :

February 27th, Last evening about 9 p, m. aftera
coughing spell during which patient brought up much
prunc colored sputum with an extremely feetid odor, the
temperature was 104 degrees and the pulse rate 150,
very irregular and thready, During the rest of the
night, he had several  coughing spells which were not
so severe and the sputum ‘was thieker. It took on a
grayish color, and did oot have-eo strong an odor. He

" had several urges to stool during the night and  passed

much gas and small quantities of & brownish fluid whieh
came out with cousiderable- force. - This- morning the
patient looks refreshed and-bright: He says that he feels:
mueh fresher than yesterday. Teﬁ‘{;':era"ture 101 degrees,-
pulscrate 160, full and large excursion.

 From this date on there was a. contmual general,-_
:mprovement The pat;eut slept. .v.rell until after mids |
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night after which tii_n'e{-ﬁis sleep was disturhed by occa-
sional coughing spells which varied in intensity. His

‘thirst for small driuks continued. His bowels became

regular, his appetite improved, and he felt so pgenerally
strong aud well that, 6n March 14th, he was allowed to
sit up in an adpm:ng‘ room for cne-half hour. Day by
day as his 1mprcvement held the time was increased.
His sputum was océasionally prune colored at which
time it burned his throat an passing and had a strong
feetid odor. His temperature ran from 98.3/5 to 101.25,
and his pulse rate from 100" t5 126. While the general
condition showed a constant iniprovément, one had to
realize that the source of ]:us trouble had not been eradi-
cated, s0 we followed a pohcy of watchful waiting.

March 24th, On Saturday, Mareh 22nd, patient sat
.only one-half hour instead of the two hours that he
bad beeti—up the immediate previous days, becanse the
atmosphere of the room - felt chilly although his body
felt comfortably warm. During Sumday he sneezed
several times and during the night he coughed up a
guantity of blood which-had no odor and did not burn.
Today there is a soreness:in the mid-lipe of the larynx
and the nose feels stuffed and secretes a thin fuid.

 .He i thirsty for small. amounts. A sensation of

warmth spread through his body towards evening,
a censation that ‘he had. had coostantly until
abont March first, but has not had since then. 1 consi-
dered this picture an indication for a repetition of his

‘remedy and gave him drsenicuni album Im, one dose,
Temperature 100.3/5, pulse 120, regular and fair excursion.-

March 25th. Pulse 105, régular and not very strong:
excursion, tempera tiiré "99:2/5.° Nose feels decidedly
more free. Slept -more .dnd - bettér ' Jast night thad:
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since the beginning of his illness. Feels geuerally better

than yesterday.

March 26th. Coughed -occasionally during the
night due to constant. tickling in the larynx and
behind the ‘sternum. During the coughing, be Lrought
up-a dark limp that had a- feetid odor amd he
persp:red freely ' on' hi§ thorax, -more profusely od

" % the left side. Occasional twinges of pain' “in- left

“thorax which- come at any time. When he takes &
déép’ breath, -he -geis a foetid- odor if he allows the
breath to pass through- his nostrila. - Feels genérally
strong and has a good a.ppetrte Spontaneous and formed
stool.

March- 3lst Temperature 98,315, pu'lse 100,
regular and good excursion. During the night of
Friday, March 28th, patient eoughed up tweo, small

" lumps-of a dirty grayish material -which - had an

éxtremely feetid odor and caused a burning semsation
in bis throat. After this had occurred, the nurse

remarked that she could no longer get the feetid

odor from . his breath as before and tbat the subse:

quent secretion did not bave the nsual disagreeable odor. -

“From‘this poiat there was a gradual and constant

. improvement in the .patient’s - condition. An xray

examination of the chest on April 14th “showred - an
area of scar- tissue.” The temperature remains céns
tantly at 98.3/5. His quick reeovery from now on was
shown by the fact that from April 21st to May 13th
he gained twelve pouads and 11 cunees in weight..

The subsequent course of this case is rather
instruetive, He had |been  earnestly warnéd:

dgainst the darger of drinking alechol to excess and - R
also as to exposure to wet and chill. On June 27thj. .8
1980, he Was eaught ip a sévere rainstorm- duridg”
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