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A Case That Might Have Been Surgical 
w. J. 9WEASRY POWERS, H. D. 

I hope the lengthy, description of this case will 'not 
bore, but.It is One, I tbink. of peculiar Interest, and I 
have tried .to giv,e a, portrayal of the homceopathic ,,thought. that was devoted to its solution. The patient 

,I was a man 45 years of age. well developed and UIl· .. 
married. He came to me on January 16, 1929. He was 
not very prolific with words and hence did not give me 
many, details at his ftW:'it visit. He was fearful that 
something was wi:.ce.i_ .. R'l.. his lungs but wished to bave 

.the ~octor say that bis condition was only one or indi­
,


geStiOIJ. M a '(QuIt, be cll:cefully retrained from mention,
 
;,,1. aDythiDg. outside or his cough, that might possibly ,
,

- _
~" 
re ate to his lungs. He did lay great stress on his. 
stomecb.ejmptoms and remarked tha.t 'he' thought his• 
cough was due to the state of his stomach. A careful
 
physical examination of his chest revealed normal vesi­

cular breath sounds over botb lungs and percussion did
 
not rev-eal any aoficcable disturbance. Heart was o. K .
 

. Carbo vegetubilia200" one .dose was given Oil the
• 
following modalities: Large .amourrt.rof gas from any

\	 
iood that be migbt. eat. .Disteution was relieved by
 
eructations. and flatus.' Upon -eructating., he noticed a'
 
beming sensation, in .his cesophagua ; this sensation
 
extended into his mouth. He felt irritable and restless
 
-;-hut other-ma<: well and .strong.'
 

Five days later: The Carbo vegtlabi.1ia bad the effect
 
ofameliorating .thestomach condition" decreasing. the
 
amount of gas and 'allowing the cough'full expression
 
with its accompanying modalities. -The cough was now
 
more pronounced, causing expectoration of a yellowish­

white secre:'l:io»,; p'-~d, ~ patient coughed, Lnow got a-
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'di9tinct fcetid odor from his breath, This made me think 
of a possible broncbiectasiareepeciallyas the cough bad 
'now persisted for several weeks after his last cold. 1 
'a-gain examined his-lungs' but did 'not find any definite 
signs' of a .pathological :change "arid 'his 'testimony of 
general well-being ""6980" favorable that I was non': 
plussed. 

On the' modality 'of- fcetidbreath witb each cough 
end only when he cougbed; -I" ·gaVe him: CapsicUm 200. 
one dose. 

The ne~t day, he came with· tbe· testimony that, 
dnring the night, he had' cougBEd 'up-a large quantity of­
dark red sputum. that "stunk -to·heaven"," He had saved 
this secretion." 'I had him send it to the laboratory 'for 
examination. The laboratory report; stated that ~he 

odor of the specimen was": so disagreeable fhatJlO,dn~ , 
Could'work in the room' in which the' container had 
been opened until a deodorant had beeneppliedand all 
the windows opened. No tubercular bacilli were" found, 

• but the secretion abounded in various strains of other 
bacteria. , 

The next day another specimen waa eeat, . having 
been collected in a.sterile jar, and the following bacterial 
content was noted r Tuber-cular bacilli,:absent.:: Other 

. bacteria were extremely' numerous. There' were. many 
fornis of Gram positive. andGram negative cocci and" 
bacilli, the only bacteriathat grew -oncculture :media· 
were staphylococcus eureca and albus; -paeumccoccua, 
and-streptococcus. " 

I now called Dr: Guy Beckley-Stearns into coasul-. 
tation, explaining' my' Uticertaiiltym regard to the lung 
examination, and asked 'him to make'an examination of" 
the chest. Upon percussion; he located an area of dnll~·-· 
ness aboutthe size ofa fifty:.cene· piece io..thi: third'inter::'-' 
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!.costal apace just to tbe .Ieft of. the lefi: border 9f- the J 

· sternum. ' .Whetb~ the action of tbe CapS'l·r:um. in relea­
sing the pent up seeretfon made. this area apparent to 

'percussion or whether tbe. technique of Dr. Stearns was 
more.-re6ned.than ~y own, one cannot definitely say, , 
hut 1 am inclined to, believe the latter was true. Be l 

·'toot·aS it may, we -ba~e here an instance revealing the ,I 
iinporta.n~Of mod~ljties.in~piescri~ing ,; for Lprescribed ,v,-theCap'.ncum on mod~li.ty ~lo,~ .l;iD~. I .tl;U1?~ it __was .the 
correct prescription. ' 

· We bad the patient undergo _at;1 ,."X-r~.y: examination , 
-witb -fluoroscope and etertoscopic pbotograpbs.. This i 
· revealed an area of shadow in the left Irmg at the level ,I 

;corresponding 10 the third.Intercostal space. , 
,At the x-ray examination, the patient was pat ! 

through a sort of third degree examination and, for the 
. -.	 6t·st.ttme,' brongbt out the fact tbat about December 2'1) 

1929, while playing in a s_wimming 'tank and laughing 
heartily, a companion suddenly. forced the patient's head' 
under the water and held it tbere for a. time During 

, the immersion, he swallowed a quantity of water and 
, it .. was . very difficult for . him. to get his breath when 

• released.' I:i"e. 'felt ~~ry .iii a~~ this" experience and 
~pe~ieDced, a terrible nausea, . He' had to lie quiet for 
about one hour. ~fter._thi~uperience.he developed his 

· cough..' This testinionyin conjunction v..;ith -tbe circums­
eribed darkened area on the. 6101 and. the character of' 
~he secretion' suggested .a developing abscess. in tbe left-. 
lung in the region of the bihrs, The'· rcentgeaologiet 
asked. that another picture- betaken in about fifteen days 
a.s'th~1I tbe ti"ss~'~C?~14 ~~y~~~iq~~6ett~~d alevel. would­
bave 'been- es~b1ish~' and we.wccld have an idea as .eo; 
Where' it would'b~ ~'t ti;, open theeh~-t for drainage; - ,. . 

... ,' '.' ".' '. '·r}·' 
Tbe ..patient ~l,1~::J;IQY'" P.t1:t·,:W bed•. The -foot::of--=-thtr;~ '::, i ~ 
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bed was raised about twelve inches and he was adjured 
to lie on his right side, changing only when it became 
tiresome and then only long enough to give relief to his 
muscles. He was allowed to go to the bathroom to 
defecate. He wes put. upon a diet rich in vitamins 
and salts. 

As patient .coatlaued to rough up bloody streaked 
aplitum and as the cough was induced by tickling in the 
larynx and behind the sternum, was aggravated hy 
talking and laughing and by swallowing, as he was 

"' ­ thirsty for cold drinks, and as be was intelligent and 
I.' .	 of a hright temperament, I prescribed Phosphorus 200, 

one dose on January 22nd. After the Phoaphorw, the I 
sputum changed to greenish.yellow in color and occasion­
ally had a disagreeable odor. The patient felt generally 
well up to February 8th when. during the night, he had 
a severe eougbing spell iu wbich he brought up fl~all 

•piece of tissue witb considerable bloody secretion which 
had a very fcetid odor and his general condition was 
u,nsa.PSfactory. 
. During the night of February 12th. patient congbed

up' etmsiderable fresh blood. Appetite was good and he 
•1ms thirsty. Gave fhosphorw 200, one dose. This held 

-fairlj- well..but not as satiafactortly as one would wish. 
until February 17th when a very definite. picture was 
presented. During the latter part of the night of 
February 16th, patient had a severe cougbing spell, last ­
ting coatiuually 'for one and a half hours. ' The imtne­
diate cause of tbe cough was a tickling sensation in the' 
throat and behind the s~~um. For th~ . first time he 
complained of astabbing. Pain' in the left chest upon 
eoughin~ and, upO~',:' deep " inspira.tion, , relieved ,after 
coughing' ceased. _.Secretion containedmuch dark blocdr ," 
wasof a atToQg tietia·~or. and caused a ,burniIm' Ji~!;a::, ". "-"'­.,.' -' . '"-". ,'.,.-'-'-" .-.,,, , ..... ',' '." .. ,' 
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tion when it passed through his throat: He felt very 
-rest.less in mind and bodyand could not lie still during 
the night. Mouth and lips were dry and he desired 
frequent drinks of cool water in small quantities. As r 
'entered-the fOom, I notieed 'a strong fcetid odor andthat 
the sputum eup contained considerable prune colored 
.sputum wh'ieh had -the" same 'f(Ettd: oefor. This pieture 
c6rreSpoDd~ds6- ~ell with the 'one 'So' strikingly' des.: 
cribkd under Ar8e,iicum album bjkent in his Lectures. on 
Homreopathic Materia·.Medi~-'tbat;I .prescribed '.A.r8enictim 
Qlln~m 30th in water, a "teaspoonful every four hours. ' 

That night and the next day there" was a decided 
improvement in the general condition, hot in the evening 
of February 20th, the sputum changed' again to it prune 
caldr and had a very' decided fa:tid odor' and the tempe­
-rature rose to 102 degrees. I prescribed .J.rseni~m ailmm 

•200th, one dose. j• February 21st. Patient complained of the fact that 
his throat felt dry during the night, especially toward 
morning and that he had a pain in the left side of hi~ 
throat when he swa:llo~ed empty. Food, hot or cold, 
.did-nct bother him. He felt thirst (or small quantities

• and felt generally restless. The' whole body seemed to 
be' in a dry heat. 'He complained of R" light dull pain 
behind the sternum and that a tlckliug sensation in this 

. region caused him to eough. The skin had. a cachectic 
color.' I,'read this picture as indicating a remedy 
aggravation. 

. . February 22'00. Patient is much brighter and feels 
easier in every way, is cheerful and has a good a:p~tite:' 

February 2'Jth.' During the night and today, pati~~t: 
bas had frequent urge to stool." 'At-.tw~ti:tir_ty - po. m.~' 
sbottly" .after taking 'Some' nourishment, Patie~t,'ha:d i 

,, slV.ere Eotighing-5Pen:duriDg'- whiCh 'hb:bro'tight'tip much" 
I 
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•bloody secretion. ha-vi.ng.a .stro~g Icetid odor. Shortly 

'after the eougbiog attack wee ended, he had a se-vere 
chill whieh began with the sensation as if a cool breeze 
'struck his head and trave:l~~d.~~!l through his body to 
his feet. At the same .ti~e" his body felt warm to the 
nurse. Temperature•.lO:2 degrees; pulse, 120. weak and 
thready. The iuerease i~""th~ ~tironnt of strongly 

. ,'!'-.' 

odored sputum eecompanied by tbe 'ehilly' reaction and 
the condition of the"pul~_,ci\l;i~ ·..Itle- to prescribe Anen,­
cum album hr. one dose. , 

February 26th. 'Patient's irior~l~_ rather low. All 
food causes him to cough arid p.~, feels 'uncomfortable in 
'the abdomen. Food eaten causes urge to stool at whieh 
be passes much gas and 'a 1i.ttle"~uid". He has been 1ery 
thirsty for small amounts. the 'mouth and throat "are 
dry. All.food causes urge to stool, but warm soup is 
the most troublesome, 'Sputum has strong fcetrd odor 

•aud is prune colored. 
February 27th. Last evening-about 9 p. m. after a 

coughing spell during which patient brought up much 
prune colored sputum with an extremely fcetid odor. the 
temperature was 104 degrees and the pulse rate 150, 
very irregular and thready. During the rest of the • 

night. he had several cougbing spells which were not 
so severe and the sputum was .tbleker. It took on a 
grayish color, and did not bave.ec strong an odor. He' 

. had several urges to stool during the night and passed 
much gas and small quantities of-a brownish fluid, wbieb 
came out with considerable, force. ' This, morning, the 
patient looks refreshed andbrighu-He M)'S that be feels 
mueh fresher than yesterday.! Temperature 101 degrees,' 
pulserate 1.60, full and large.excursion. 

, , " , ' ,', '-
. From this date on t~~~e was a.corrtinual general., 

improvement. The pa;i~D..t,,?l~p;'~f~11 u~til after ~j!i... 
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since tl;1e beginning of his illness. Feels generally better 
than yesterday. 

March 26th. Coughed -occasionally during the 
night due to constant. "tickling' in .the larynx' and 

: 'c­ behind the -sternum. During the coughing, be brought­
up- a dark Iump -that bad a - fcetid odor and he 

, perspired- freely' 00' his thorax, -more' profusely'. on ., 
~. the -left side. Occaeicnal twinges of pain: "in left

I	 . thorax which - come at any time. When he takes ii 
deep' breath, -he -gets a fcetid odor if he allows the.I'. breath to pass through- his nostrils. -Feels generally 
strong and has a. good appetite. Spontaneous and formed: 
stool. .. 

March 31st. Temperature -98.3/5, pulse 100;, 
regular and' good excursion. During tbe night of 
Friday, March 28th, patient eougbed up two. small 
fumpg:.pf a dirty grayish material ,which· had an • 
extremely fcetid odor and caused a .burning sensation 
in bis throat. After this had occurred, the nurse 
remarked that she could no longer get the fcetid 
odor Irom" his _breath as before and tbat the' subse­
quent secrerioudid not have the Usual disagreeable odor. 

r.· 

•
"From 'this :p:>iat there was a gradual and constant 

Improvement in .ebe . patient's . conditlon.. Art- x-ray 
examination of the chest on ·April 14th "showed - an 
area of scar, cissue .: The temper-ature remains 'cons­
tantly at 98.3/5. His quick reeovery from now on was' , sbowu by the fact tliat from April 21st to May lith· 
he gained twelve pounds and 11 cunees.in weight.. 
. The subsequent course of this case is ratber 
instruetive, He had been earnestly warned: 
against 'the danger of drinking alcohol .tc excess and .. 
also as to exposure to wet. and chill. On June 27thj; .;A.t 

. , -<!t!' 

1930, he was eeught in a severe rainstorm: dutitigf :p_:. 
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