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H. C. G. LUYTIES
Begs to inform the Profession and Homeeopathists generally, that, having
vurchased and entirely refitted a :

NEW ESTABLISEAMENT,

No. 49 North Fifth Street

- he is now prepared bo carry on the business of HOM(EOPATHIC PHAB-
'., MACY with increased facilities in every department.

It was found neeessary 'to maka this removal and addition to his stock on
account of the increased and increasing demand for all articles used by the

Profession and Laity, and the undersigned trusts that the patronage hereto-

fore so liberally extended will be continued in the larger establishment.

DIRECT IMPORTATIONS 'FROM GERMANY
enable him to supply the best and most reliable MOTHER TINCTURES,
HIGH DILUTIONS and TRITURATIONS, while those indigenous Medi-
cines, of late so much in vogue, particularly among the Homceopathists of the
North and West, are most carefully prepared. ‘ o )

The TRITURATIONS are con;pounded both by roachine and, by hand,
and the. actual time r nded by Hahn in the preparation of all

medicines is rigiﬁly adhered to. ’

All varieties of Envelepes and Powder Boxes, Prescription
aper, Books of both Foreign and Home Publication, urgical
and Obstetrical Instruments, Squibbs? Chldroform, Glycerine,
Vials and Corks of all sizes, Physicians? and Family Medlclne
Cases, and all articles of Homeaopathic Diet, kept connuntly
on hand..

Price Lists cﬁn be had on application. '
H. C. G. LUYTIES,

No. 49 North Fifth Street, between Olive and Locust,
Opposite Mercantile Library.

g ' g&5~ On, or about the 15th of April, <Gy

SMITH’'S HOM@EOPATHIC PHARMACY,
" JOHN T.S.SMITH & SON,

Will bo REMOVED from 484 Broadway

TO 105 FOURTH AVENUE,
NEW YORK.
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H. C. G. LUYTIES

Begs to inform the Profession and Homopathists generally, that, having
ourchased and entirely refitted a

NEW ESTA%LISRMBH@

No. 49 North Fifth Street,

he is now prepared to carry on the ‘business of HOMGEOPATHIC PHAR-
MACY with increased facilities in every department.

It was found necessary to maks this removal and addition to his stock on
account of the increased and increasing demand for all articles used by the
Profession and Laity, and the undersigned truste that the patronage hereto-
fore 50 liberally extended will be continued in the larger establishment.

Price Lut.s can be had on applieation.
H. C. G. LUYTIES,

No 49 North Fifth Streat, between Olive and Locust,
Opposite Mercantile Library.

NOTICE.
. THE undersigne'd takes pleasure in announcing that the
volume of EXAMINATIONS UPON THE HoM®&oPATHIC THEORY '

- AND PRACTICE, a portion of which was published in the Western

Observer, and which was discontinued in’order to allow in the
Journal more space for actual 1eadmg matter, is now passing
through the press.

The book is not intended for advanced practntloners, but for
students 'of Medicine and those entering upon Practice, and will
serve as an assistant to the Professors upon’ Homceopathic
Therapeutics in our various Colleges.

So soon as completed those who have already received the
portion of the work incorporated in the Observer, will receive
the balance of the sheets.

Further information may be obtained by addressmg

H. C. 6. LUYTIES, Publisher.

SMITH’S HOM(EOPATHIC PHARMACY
JOHN T. 8, SMITH & SON,
Has been REMOVED from 484 Broadway

TO 105 FOURTH AVENUE,
NEW YORK.
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LATEST AND BEST MAP

OF THE

SEAT OF WAR IN GERMANY.

I have just received Thalmann's excellent correct Mup of Germany, with all
Railroads, &c., based on the well known Map of Meyer’s Hand Atlas of the
‘World, on a very large scale—28 inches high, 24 inches wide. Price 60 cents.
The Map will be sent to any part of the United States on receipt of 70 cents.

H. C. G. LUYTIES,
49 North Fifth street, between Olive and Locust, St. Lounis, Mo.

JUST PUBLISEBD.

PHARMACEUTICAL DIRECTORY

. ~—OF ALL THE-—

CRUDE DRUGS NOW IN GENERAL USE;

%
‘THEIR ETYMOLOGY AND NAMES IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER.

. IN FOUR PARTS.
I.—English, Botanical, Pharmaceutical and German Names.
II.—Botanical, English, Pharmaceutical and German Names.
IIT.—Pharmaceutical, Botanical, English and German Names.
IV.—German, Pharmaceutical, Botanical and English Names.

A{most necessary and indispensable Handbqok for every Druggist, Physician, and the
| : intelligent public in general,

By JOHN RUDOLPHY. ' .
72~ Th's work is the result of the research of many years. The author has col-
lected the scientific names of all the crude drugs now in general use, in the various
languages named above, and has also given the most popular local names of the drugs.
The whole is arranged in alphabetical order, which will not only save time, but will
facilitate the search for what is wanted on any occasion. The names of those drugs -
which have become obsolete, have been entirely omitted. :

Price, bound, $2.50. For sale by
. . H. G. C. LUYTIES,
No. 49 North Fifth street, St. Louis, Mo.

Neuefte und befte Karte vom \

SHrieqsfdanplase Dentldilands,

Soeben erhalten Thulmann’s nusgezeivhucte Faurte von Dentschlnnd,
nad) den neueften Karten, namentlich nady Meyer's Haud-Atlas der Welt, mit allen

. Gifenbabhnen, im grogten Mapftabe, Hohe 28 Boll, Breite 24 Joll. Preis 60 Cents.

Bitr 70 Centd rird fie frei nady allen Blagen der Bereinigten Staaten gejandt.

. €. G, Luyties,
No. 49 nordl. Fiinfte Str., 3wifden Olive und Locuft, St. Louis, Mo.

Auweisung 2w Leilung der Cholers,

bon Dr. J. H. Pulte.

Cine genaue Darftellung des Wefens, BVerlaufs und der Behandlung diefer ge
fabrliden Krantheit, nebft den ;uner!&fﬁ?ften Sdugmitteln dagegen. Preis 25 Cts
Bud) nebft einer volljtandigen Apothete........ ceesesennas fesessnanenes -$3.50,

: H. 6. ©. Sunties, No.49 nirdlide Finjte Str., St, Lowis, Mo,
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ALL HOMEOPATHIC PUBLICATIONS

ON HAND,

Which will be sold at 10 pér cent. discount, or forwarded fre
-of postage to auy part of the United States.

H. C. G. LUYTIES,
New No. 806 North Fitth street, 3t, Loum, Mo.

DR. H. N GUERNSEY’'S WORK

~—~ON —

MIDWIFERY,
AND DISEASES OF FEMALES AND CHILDREN.

Which was promised to be ready for delivery in the month of September, will
not be completed fur some time, the author baving found it an absolate impossi-
bility to furnish manuscript for the printers as fast as had been anticipated,
The Profession will be duly apprised as soon as the work is ready. It will
contain between 700 and 800- pages, and 150 engravings. Price $7.
Orders are received at

LUYTIES' HOMEOPATHIC PHARM‘.AOY :

New No. 306 North Fifth street, 8t. Loms, Mo.
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BY AD LIPPE, M.D.

Published in 5 parts, at $1 each. Bound in 1 vol.; price 8575, less 10 1S
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BY WILLIAM KLMER, M.D.

For 30 or 60 patienth........cceceeeereenenneenennnnornranenes Price, 3i 75.
HOM@EOPATHICIAN'S DIARY.
. For 60» patients......ccaiieiiineniianiiieninciniieenenne. Price, $38 00.
VISITING LIST.
For 30 patients......cccneeerneennnniianisiiinnnniiinnenes ....Price, $1 50.
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s~ THE FIRST PART OF THE NEW WORK ON

The Science and Art‘of Surgery,
BY E. C. FRANKLIN, M.D,
IS NOW READY FOR DRELIVERY.
Price to sabsoribers, $3.
Dr Gross’s Comparative Materia Medica,
Py ' Translated and Edited by Dr. Constantine Hering,
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v ESTABLISHED, 1850. INCORPORATED, 186l
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Experiences with High Dilutions,

BY G. 8. WALKER, M.D.

After being accustomed for fourteen years to administer-
ing the crude and mixed doses of old Allopathy, it could
scarcely be expected by the most sanguine High Dilutionists
that I should spring, like Minerva from the brain of Jupiter,
fall panoplied at once, and assume to place myself among
those who call themselves pure Homcaopathicians.

Full and complete faith in any great principle, or in fully
comprehending it, is only arrived at slowly and after much
mental labor. Some, by the powers of great mtultlon, may
occasionally-find & nearer way to the possession of knowl-
edge, and consequently of belief, but the masses have to
“labor and tug and strive.” I confess that according to
the general rule, I have come up through great tribulation.

The love of my profession, and the untried faith in the
so-called Bcientific Medicine, for the first part of my career
as a physician, urged me to toil and study. Inspired by a
devotion worthy of a better cause, I endeavored to penetrate
the wilderness of Allopathic therapeutics. Ten years passed,
and my love culminated. My faith in the ultimate realiza-
tion of some good beyond was shaken. Ilooked around for
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Western Homeopathic Observer.

arer land. Darkness and doubt enveloped me. The
d, so bright and cheering in the beginning, and which
stimulated my ambition, I now saw led, like that of
nyan's Pilgrim, into swamps and sloughs.and quicksands.
Four years more I groped about in the thick’obscurity of
Allopathy, seeking “more light.” Finally a ray broke
1ipon my mental vision as the great law of Similars wad
sented me. The intense prejudice which I had imbibed
m teachers and professional associates in former years
| to be overcome. To cast off the trammels and break
ough the vast net-work which is thrown around every
mber of the Regular Medical School, requires more than
inary courage. Even for the sake of opinion, to delib-
tely sacrifice ‘position among medical men and all the
ial relations which may have grown up between members
‘he same profession,

¢ Must give us pause. * * * % *
And make us rather bear those ills we have
Than fly to others that we know mot of.”

ly the assistance of a Higher Power, I was nerved to
task. S8ince I have shaken off the shackles which had
nd me, and I felt free to investigate medical subjects for
self and of myself, the beauties and comprehensiveness
the great law of Similia similibus curanter has gradually
wrged my vision, and now sheds a light upon my medical
away which grows brighter and brighter as I conform
rer and nearer to that law in the selection of remedies
disease. :

'aring the last six years, crude medicines have been
lually changed for the lower dilutions, and as gradually
the lower dilutions changing for the higher ones.

ome of the observations which have led me by degrees,
ost imperceptibly, to have faith in the occasional use of
1 dilutions, I propose to lay before the readers of our
rnal.

rs. M., aged 35, bilious-nervous temperament, the mother of
ral children, had . been annoyed by Ascaris Vermicularis
-worm) for ten or more years. The itching of the rectum
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was almost insupportable. Never for a whole week did the
itching intermit for a day. At night, and at the approach
and during her monthly periods the symptoms were very much
aggravated. She had suffered many things of many physicians,
and at least grew no better. Injections of sweet oil palliated
the symptoms, and during the last few years she used no other
remedy. For several years before my adoption of Homeopathy,
I was her family physician, and also during my transition period.
From reading Teste on Diseases of Children, I' learned the use
of Lyc. 30th, Verat. 15th and Ipecac. 9th, for the cure of these
parasites. Mrs. M. being a lady of strong natural sense, I sug-
gested that I would like to try the efficacy of some Homaopathic
remedies which I had been reading about. Notwithstanding
her entire disbelief in Homeopathy (as was also the cace with
myself at the time), she consented, as I assured her the remedies
could at least do her no harm. I prepa.red them, in every par-
ticular, exactly in accordance with Teste’s directions (p. 288),

The ZLyc. 30th, seven or eight pellets in a tumblerful of water,
& desgert-spoonful being given three times daily for two days.
The next day after taking the remedy, I happened in the house
to see another patient, and as I was coming away she met me
in the hall and remarked that she thought the medicine made
her a little sick soon after taking a dose. The second day after,
I called, as I had promised her, and as soon as she saw me she
remarked that the medicine certainly did affect her stomach
queerly abont twenty minutes after taking it. I laughed at
her and told her it was her imagination. I said I would renew
it and give her some fresh, as I wished her to continue it.

Without her knowledge 1 prepared it of Verat. 15th, leaving
her to suppose that it was precisely the samo as the first. In
four days after, I saw her again, and rallied her upon the idea
of such medicine making her siok, and wished to know of her if
it still bad the same effect. She confessed that she had not felt
any effects after taking the medicine since I saw her last. She
had concluded that it was all her imagination, and forgot all
about it, as I had not disabused her mind of the ¢ pious fraud”
I practiced upon her. I then prepared the Jpec. 9th in the same
manner, which she was to take for four days, then leave off the
medicine entirely. A week or two passed, and when I saw her
she told me she had no itching or unpleasant feeling from the

L d
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worms since she had taken the remedies, She considered her-
self completely cured, and ber delight was unbourded. Finally,
when her catamenia appeared, the worms again troubled her,
and there was much disappointment. I proposed to her to try
some other remedy. She consented; and using liquid instead
of pellets, to deceive her as to the remedies I was giving
her, I again administered Lyc. 30th. After two days she de-
clared to me she could not, neither would she, take that medicine
any longer, as she knew it to be precisely the same kind of
medicino I gave her at first. Ithen told her all I had done, and
she followed as before with Verat. and Ipec.

Leaving, about this time, to enter the army, I of course could
follow up the case no further, until I returned, after two years
absence, when I called to see her, and on inquiry found that the
worms had not troubled her for over a year after, and then but
slightly. .

In a subsequent slight illness I took occasion, during her con-

" valescence, to administer two or three doses of Lyc. 30th, and

she in a few days after told me she believed that it was the same
remedy I had given her years before, as she experienced a
peculiar feeling about the region of the stomach.

This experience convinced her of the efficacy of Homceopathic
remedies, and to-day she is one of the strongest advocates of
the law.

CROUP.

Two children, brother and sister, aged respectively two and
five years, had been subject to repeated attacks of inflammatory
croup. The attacks generally came on at midnight, and after
subsiding in the morning, were always ropeated the second night
with more or less severity. - Many attacks had occurred before
I was called to attend them, for which Syrup of Ipecac. and
Comp. Syrup of Squills had been administered. One of the
parents believed in Homceopathy—the otherdid not. As I had
experience in both, they compromised by calling me.

I immediately administered Acon. 3d, decimal dilution, which
was followed by Hep. 3d and Spong. 3d, in the exact order of
Beenninghausen’s prescription, but, us will be observed, in a very
much lower dilution. The child seemed to be benefited, and the
recurrence the second night was always after very slight.

Every two or three weeks, one or the other of the two chil-
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dren was a subject of attack. The eymptoms of both were very
similar, and the prescription was not varied.

After seeing the attacks recur again and again, I felt more
and more anxious to break up the disease so that it would not
return. But as I had still some remaining doubt whether the
medicine had really been the cause of the relief, or whether it
was not solely of the vis medicatriz naturce, I concluded to sub-
stitute Sugar of Milk for the powders of Acon., Hep. and Spong.
which I had sent them before, and gave strict orders for me to
be called if they did not improve in the usual time. At 3 or4
in the morning a messenger was sent for me. The usual pow-
ders were administered, and that case progressed as favorably
a8 the others.

After this experience, I'determined to substitate, instead of
the 3d dilutions, the 80th. So much benefit had been derived
from these powders, that a supply was kept on hand. This
time I sent the 30th dilution.

The interval after giving them the 30th dilution, was so long
that I had concluded the attacks would never return; but they
did, after six or eight weoks. Now my fuith wae invigorated, I
determined to adopt the whole of Beenninghausen’s formala, and
1 sent five powders of Acon., Hep. and Spong. of the 200th dilu-
tion. They were administered to each of the children in subse-
quent attacks, and the result was that neither of the children
have had a symptom of croup since.

CHRONIC DIARRHEA.

Willie B., aged three years, has had chronic diarrheea for
twelve months. Attended eight months, at irregular intervals,
by one of the best Allopathic physicians of the city. The
mother reports that the diarrhoea was generally checked for a
few days after taking the medicine furnished, (most probably
somo preparation of opium,) but no permanent benefit was de-
rived from the treatment. Becéming disheartened, they aban-
doned all treatment for several months. Finally, during my
attendance upon another member of the family, the mother
called my attention to the case, and wished to know if I thought
Homceopathic treatment would be likely to cure the child.

Upon an examination of the case, I found the following
symptoms: Child running about—playful, with no external



[

==

6 Western Homaeopathic Qbserver.

indioations of {ll health except a pale and slightly bloated face
and a very large and tolerably hard stomach. According to
the mother’s roport, the child had from five to eight watery
stools every morning, commencing about daylight and ending
about 10 o’clock A. M. The stools, not very large, contained
undigested food, and were followed mostly with a slight dis-
charge of mucus. At times they were offensive, and generally
of a grayish white color. The child complained of no pain
unless pressure was made upon the stomach. Appetite almost
ravenous, and the desire was mostly for vegetable food. Breath
offensive, and tongue coated with a whitish fur.

Sulph. 3d was ordered and given three times daily. At the
end of a week the stools were lessened remarkably, and the

patient in every other way seemed to have improved. The

medicine was continued, and at the end of two or three weeks
all improvement had ceased, and the diarrheea was rather on
the increase.

Ars., Merc., Pod., Apis, Bry., were tried in succession. for
several weeks, and no benefit whatever derived from them.
Sulph. 3d was again given, and the diarrhea was almost imme-
diately improved. Thinking that the medicine had been con-
tinued too long before, 1 had it discontinued in a few days; but
the diarrhea returned. :

After several trials with Sulph. 3d, I finally concluded to try a
higher dilution. Not having any on hand higher than the 15th,
I gave that, and found the stools as promptly checked; but in
the course of a week after they returned. I tried the 30th
dilution, and kept them away tbree weeks. Finally; being fully
convinced that Sulphur was the similia, I determined to adopt
the mode of those who give high dilutions; and making up 24
powders, the 1st, 12th and 24th of which only contained Sulph.
200th, the others being blanks, I ordered one to be given every
night at bed-time.

From: that hour the child commenced to improve, and,
although two years have elapsed, the child has bad no more
diarrbeea. (To be continued.)

INTERESTING PAPERS on Materia Medica and Surgery have
boen unavoidably laid over until the next number.
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Thoughts on Allopathic Therapeutics.

FOR THE WESTERN HOMEOPATHIO OBSERVER.

(Contlnued from the Octob ber, Vol. IT., p, 212.)

In a previous paper, the last subject of consideration in
connection with medicine was the artificial magnet; and I
cannot take leave of the subject of electricity without some
notice of animal electricity, animal magnetism or mesmer-
ism. .I will not pause to notice the objections which have
been made to these terms, but from their familiarify will
upon the present occasion continue their use.

It is difficult to separate the true from the false which are
80 closely entwined in this subject. Many of its phenomena
cannot be denied, and have been, and are again, elicited and
witnessed by individuals of the most unquestionable veracity
and in every respect fully competent, as they are desirous,
to ascertain the truth; and we have equally good reason for
believing that even painful surgical operations have, been
performed upon persons without their consciousness being
roused while under the effects of mesmeric sleep.

Anthony Mesmer, about the year 1776, published a thesis
in Vienna ¢ On the influence of the planets on the human
body.” A Jesuit called Father Hehl, about the same time,
who had cured some patients by means of the loadstone and
some magnetic steel plates, entered into partnership with
Mesmer. They, however, soon disagreed. Hehl continued
to practice in Germany, while Mesmer (1778) went to Paris,
where in a short time he performed such wonderful cures,
which he had satisfactorily attested, that his apartments
were daily thronged with patients of all ranks, and he ac-
quired much wealth and reputatlon Mesmer’s doctrine is
that “Animal magnetism is a fluid umversally diffused, and
is 2 medium of a mutual influence between the.keavenly
bodies, the earth and animated bodies; it is continuous so
as to leave no void; its subtility admits of no comparison;
it is capable of receiving, propagating, communicating all
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1e impressions of motion ; it is susceptible of flux and re-

ux. The animal body experiences the effects of this agent,

y insinuating itself into the substance of the nerves, it

Tects them immediately. There are observed, particularly

i the human body, properties analogous to those of the

agnet, and in it are discerned poles equally different and

sposite. The action and the virtues of animal magnetism

ay be communicated from one body to other bodies, ani-

ate and inanimate. This action takes place at a8 remote

stance, without the aid of any intermediate body. It is

creased and reflected by mirrors; communicated, propa-

ited, augmented by sound ; its virtues may be accumulated,

ncentrated, transported. Although this fluid is universal,

| animal bodies are not equally susceptible of it; there are

me, though a small number, which have properties so

yposite that their very presence destroys all the effects of
is fluid on other bodies. Animal magnetism is capable

" healing diseases of the nerves immediately, and others

ediately. It perfects the action of medicines. It excites

\d directs salutary crises in such & manner that the phy-

‘ian may render himself master of them ; by its means he

10ws the state of health of each individual, and judges with

rtainty of the origia, the nature and the progress of the

ost complicated diseases; he prevents their increase, and

cceeds in healing them without at any time exposing his

tient to dangerous effects or troublesome consequences,

hatever ve the age, the temperament, or the sex. In
imal magnetism nature presents an universal me*hod of
aling and preserving mankind.”

If all this be true, nothing more remains to be de-
‘ed. Mesmer, unfortunately, in asserting too much,
ntributed to bring ridicule and contempt upon whatever
1th there is in animal magnetism, the best definition of
1ich is—a reciprocal influence, existing between individuals in a
ide of relative harmony, brought into action by the imagination,
: will or physical sensibility. This influence is supposed to
ist in a peculiar fluid which, under certain states of each
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individual, may be transmitted fi'om one to the other, and is
imparted by gestures, words, looks dnd manual application.

Mesmerism attracted so much notice in Paris that the
French Academy considered it deserving of attention, and
appointed a committee of investigation, whose inferences
were as follows: 1st—Contact of the thumbs and magnetic
movements are the meauns of relative influence employed to

' . transmit magnetic action. . 3d—Magnetism acts on persons

of different age and sex. 8d—Many effects appear to depend
on magnetism alone, and are not reproduced without it
4th—These effects are varions; sometimes magnetism agi-
tates, at other times it calms. It generally causes accelera-
tion of the pulse and respiration, slight convulsive move-
ments, somnolency, and in a few. cases somnambulism.
5th—The existence. of peculiar characters of somnambulism
has not yet been proved. 6th—It may, however, be in-
ferred that this state of somnambulism prevails when we
notice the development of new faculties, such as clairvoyance
and intuitive foresight, or when it produces .changes in the
physiological condition of the individual, such as insensi-
bility and sudden increase of .strength, since thiese effects
cannot be attributed to any other cause. . Tth—When the
effects of magnetism have beer produced, there is no occa-
sion on subsequent trials to have .recourse to passes or
magnetic manipulation ; the loak of the magnetizer and his
" will ‘have the same influence. -8th-—Various changes are
effected in the perceptions-and faculties of .those persons in
whom somnambulism has been induced. 9th—Somnambu-
lists have distinguished; with' cloged .eyes, objects placed
before them ; they have read words, rscognized colors, named
cards, &¢. - 10th—In.two somnambalists we witnessed the
faculty of foreseeing aé¢ts of the organism to take place at
" periods more or less distant. One announced the day, the
hour, the minute of the invdsion amd recurrence of an
epileptic fit; the other foresaw the period of his recovery.
Their anticipations were realized. 11th—We have only
seen one somnambulist who had described the symptoms of
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the diseases in three individuals presented to her.  12th—In
order to establish justly the relations of magnetism with
therapeutics, one must have observed the effects on a num-
ber of individuals, and have made experiments on sick
persons. Not having done. this, the commissioners can
only say that they have seen too few cases to enable .them
to form a decisive opinion. 13th—Considered as an agent
of physiological phenomena or of therapeutics, magnetism
should find a place in the range of medical science, and be
either practiced or superintended by a physician. 14th—From
the want of sufficient opportunities, the commissioners could
not verify the existence of any other faculties in somnambu-
lists, but its reports contain facts sufficiently important to
conclude that the Academy ought to encourage researches
in animal magnetism, as a curious fact in psychology and
natural history.

Throughout Europe it attracted much attention, and some
of the most learned and distinguished men became its advo-
cates—Hufeland in Prussia, at Frankford, at Gronéngen
Doctors Passavant and- Bosker published works on the
subject. The first physician to the Emperor of Russia, with
several colleagues, embraced its doctrines, and the celebrated
Orfila thus expresses himself : .

“If there exists trickery and quackery in animal magnet-
ism, its adversaries are too hasty in refusing toadmit all that
has been asserted in regard to its effects. The testimony
‘of enlightened physicians should be considered as proofs.

“If the magnetic phenomena appear extraordinary, the
phenomena of electricity appeared’ equally marvelous in its
origin. Was Franklin to be considered a quack when he
announced that with a pointed metal he could command
thunder? Whether magnetism acts in good or in evil, it
is clearly a therapeutic agent, and it behoves both the
‘honor and the duty of the Academy to examine it.,”
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Correspondence.
NEw York, October 27th, 1865.

Wu. T. Heuvura, M.D.:

My Deur Sir :—In the third number of the Hakneman-
nian Monthly, & periodical published in Philadelphia, there
is a paper styled, “A Review of Helmuth’s Diphtheria,” by
Adolph Lippe, M.D. A reviewer is supposed to possess a -
thorough knowledge of the subject he undertakes to criticise,
and the ability to express his opinion, at least, correctly.
I have selected some portions of the review, from which a
judgment may be formed whether the author was warranted
in assuming the office of a critic.

* Your volume is divided into chapters, each of which
handles some portion of the subject. So universal a custom,
I think it quite probable, is new to the reviewer. Under
section 8d you narrate the symptoms as they usually occur
in a severe case of Diphtheria; this detail is interrupted at
those places where marked changes occur in the progress
of the disease with the remark, that ¢ Medicines are exhib-
ited at longer intervals, or *“The physician prescribes the
appropriate medicines,” or “8till the well selected medicines
are continued.” This mode of handling your subject evi-
dently greatly perplexes the reviewer, for he says, « We are
" left to conjecture what the appropriate medicines could
possibly be for the case.” Why left to conjecture? The
presumption is, the reviewer read your book—and if he did,
in Chapter VII. he must have seen the treatment in full.
He next inquires— ¢ Where does the author find, in an
original Homaopathic work, the principle of a double or
triple remedy, all to be given in alternation, or all at the
same time?” Of the grammatical correctness of al/, as
applied to a single medicine, no comment need be made—
or maybe he supposes the different articles of double and
triple compounds remain separate and distinct. The use of
medicines in alternation may be found in all practical works.
Compound articles have been physiologically proven, and
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are among the most valuable articles of the materia medica.
In no single instance do you recommiend the administration
of more than one medicine at the same time. I can discover
no other reason for the accusatlon, than that the reviewer
imagines the word “vel ' in your catalogue of prescnptlons,
to mean “and.”

The reviewer then a.sks—-o-“ On what principle is a medicine

. continued after the disease ‘has continued to develop itself?”

To which it is replied, on the principle of universal expe-
rience, and in accordance with the Homeopathic law.
Suppose, for example, in the morning a physician prescribes
Belladonna for Tonsilitis, and Belladonna symptoms still
manifest themselves during the day and eveuning, the disease
still developing itself, surely the physlc;an would permst in
the use of Belladonna. e

But, my dear sir, the wnter of the review rambles 80
widely from one point of his subJect to another, that it is
qulte impossible to follow: Nor is it difficult to explain why
he is thus erratic. The truth i is; he knows very little of the
subject about which he writes. To sustain this charge, no
other witness is requlred than lumself On: page.186 of the
Monthly, lines 10th, 11th and 12th, he avows that ¢ The
better understanding of the true character of the disease
does not assist the Hommopathlcla.n, in the shghtest degree
in the treatment of the individual case.” He further says
that ¢ The physician who believes Dlphthena to be a malig-
nant blood disease can for that reason alone -never think of
‘local applications,”” This I deny— the -physician may
think just as much and as often ag he pleases, whatever
opinion he entertams as to thelr utility as a part of the
treatment.

Nor, therefore, can it surprise that 8 perspn, when wntmg
upon a medical subject, declares that it is unnecessary to
know anything belongmg to it, should consider the ordinary
technical expresslons of medicine and chemlcal nomencla-
ture “antediluvian.” In your essay you say, “the pre-
eminent analeptic propertles of the pvnophosphate of iron.’
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The reviewer observes—‘ Does it nat border on the ludicrous
to have such antediluvian phrases served up as ‘Homaopa-
thic2’” Whether this is intended for facetiousness, or
whether the approved and universally received language of
the learned in medicine and chemistry be ante or post-
diluvian, are of course matters of no moment to him who
thinks he need not understand the subject about which he
professes to write.

The review is remarkable for bad grammar and false
arrangement—e. g., ¢ Diarrhea and the passage of pseudo-
membrana per rectum is not only present at an advanced
stage of the disease.” I would not be hypercritical; in the
ordinary contributions to medical literature, records of
cases, &c., careful composition and polished style are not
looked for ; but when an individual mounts the lofty plat-
form of a reviewer, a strict adherence to the rules of
grammar and other evidences of scholarship are not only
expected, but demanded.

From the review, however, we learn how a few individ-
uals styling themselves, par excellence, “ Ilomeopathicians,”
(and it is cause for much thankfulness that they have adopted
a cognomen,) are able to prescribe without either a knowl-
edge of disease, and indeed with but little knowledge of
any kind. This power they derive through .the agency of
an occult influence called the ¢ genus epidemicus !

According to Hahnemann, the proper selection of a medi-
cine for each case of disease depends upoun the accordance of
the medicine symptoms with the pathologwal symptoms, the
latter being obtained by physnologlcal proving. Now this,
as we all know, is a fundamental rule, But where this *cor}
respondence is not found between medicines given by the
aforesaid Homeopa.thicians, the choice is regulated by the
¢ genus.epidemicus.” To illustrate: the provings of Bryonuz
and Antimon.-crudum do not indicate their exhibition in
Diphtheria, yet in the 200th—yea, the 2,000th !—potencies,
in the hands of the author of the review, they were found
admirable!—only one dose in twenty-four hours, and mind
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you, the disease all the while developing itself. I can readily
understand why much hesitation was felt in putting forth
such astounding dlsclosures-—mdeed I sincerely believe
they never would have been, had not the faltex’ing courage
been strengthened by the “genus epidemicus.”

The influence that the “genus epidemicus’ exereises appears
to be boundless, extending its power over both mind and
matter. Suppose an applicant for a medical degree in his
examination betrays an entire ignorance both of disease and
the materia medica; he has only to express his belief in the
“ genus epidemicus,” and the faculty is bound to seal him a
profound ¢ Homaopathician,” The same approval must be
rendered though his Thesis, or he may designate it “a
review,” ignores not only medicine proper, but all its
auxiliary branches—and though it violates all the rules of
grammar, contains interrogatories that have no more perti-
nency to medicine than to a 4th of July oration, and vitu-
perates all other practitioners of medicine as materialists,
anti-homeeopaths, eclectics, mongrels, &e., &ec.

Imbued with these ideas, what a gorgeous future for
medical science must present itself to his imagination.
With a pellet of the 2,000th of' Lachesis in his left coat-
pocket one of Lycopodium in his right, and other medicines
in pockets in “other sides” of his garments—a box of “‘genus
epidemicus,” instead of saccharum lactis, as a vehicle for each
prescription, its presence so controlling each medicine as to
adapt it to each “‘individual case,””—Don Quixote for his text,
and Rosicrucius for his leaderinstead of the great Hahne-
mann,—he feels assured that each and every case of disease
will surely be smashed by the modern orthodox “Homeopa-
thician.”

I am, very respectfully and truly, yours,
‘ o J UN 1US.

Tae first edition of the Annual Directory of Homeopathic
Physicians, Colleges, Socxetles, Hospitals, Pharmacies and Pub.
* lishing houses in the United States and the British Provinces,
will be issued January 1st, 1866, by John B. Hall, M.D., Home-
opathic Pharmaceutist, of Cleveland, Qhio.




Western Hom«aopathw Observer.

The Hahnemannian Life Inguranoe Company of the Unit
tates

Some time since a: paper was published in this journ:
taken from the British Quarterly, giving an account of
Loudon Life Insurance Company being converted to H
moopathy, and in view of the facts there noted, there h
been inaugurated at Cleveland, Ohio, the Hahnemannis
Life Insurance Company of the United States, with a prese:
capital stock of $200,000 and an authorlzed capital
$1,000,000. This stock is invested and secured by U. |
Bonds, Ohio 8tate Bonds, Real Estate and other first cla
obligations. Among its Directors are the Mayor of Clev
land and other very influential gentlemen, especially ot
friends Drs. 8. R. Beckwith and J. P. Dake, who is Actuar
and D. H. Beckwith, the latter occupying the position
Medical Examiner. Although this enterprise has been i
augarated in Cleveland, it is proposed (as the name of tk
Company attests) to be extended throughout the Unit:
States, to establish agencies throughout the whole countt
and to make such arrangements that every Homeopath
-physician can assist in tho work in a profitable manner
himself as well as to the Company. At first the majori
of the work must be done by the practitioners of our schoc
and therefore we would urge upon them to use their int
ests in behalf of this new organization, and to apply at on
to the Actuary for information on the subject, as it is d
signed to render all assistance of pecuniary advantage
those physicians who supply applicants for insurance «
their lives.. This Company expects and will meet with
most determined opposition, not only from the host of 1
surance Companies now in existence, but from every Al
pathic physician. Already, we believe, in this city, t
agents of the established institutions have agreed to low
the rates of insurance ten per-cent. on the usual premim
a fact which may illustrate what they expect mll be do
by the “Hahnemannian.”

We expect, in the future, nymbers, of the Observer, to gi
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more particulars in referemce to the regulations of the new
organization ; in the meantima, a fow of its rules will suffice
to show the principles uppn which it proposes to work :

PREMIUMS.

This Company will grant Policies upon the lives of patrons of Homaeopathy
at rates of premium TEX PER CENT. LEsS THAN OX OTHER LIVES.

In case any Policy-holder, paying premiums st Homceopathic rates, should
change his physician and mode of praetice, he will not thereby forfeit his
Policy, but will thereafier be charged TEN PER cENT. additional premium,
thus changing his Policy tothe Allopathic rates.

Premiums on other lives will be the same .as required by other first class
Companies, as shown in our tables.

PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS.

All the profits accruing from the: business of this Qompany, after paying
interest upon its stock, annual expemses and losses, and adding sufficient to
its reserve fund, will be equitably divided among its Policy-holders.

Those policies issued upon ¢“REDUCED PREMIUMS,” participatein the profits
as well as those which have ‘“profits receivable,” the difference being this,
that the former draws its dividends beforehand, in the shape of a D18cOUNT,
while the latter waits for its profits with the chance of taking less or getting
more.

Dividends from “ profits receivable,” are applied at the option of the
Policy-holder:

1. To lessen the annusl premium, or to cancel notes held in part pasyment
of preminms. » '

2. To increase the Policy for life, or—

8. Inscrip, payable in cash, as the condition of the Company may warrant,
in from one to three years, from time of issue.

‘Proceedings of the St. Louia Homeopathio Medical Society.

CHOLERA. ' o

The Soclety met, as usual, at the College Rooms, and after the usual
business nad been transacted, the subject of Cholera was introduded.

Dr. VasTINB made aome .pertinent remarks on the subject, and was fol-
lowed by

Dr. FRANKLIN, who stated that from jnvestigation, many facts would
prove the atmosphere to be the medium of communicating the disease. He
had found Cuprum most serviceabls when the cramps attscked the extremii-
ties, and Veratrum the mest serviceable when the bowels were the seat of
suffering. He had also used with benefit the Guaco, a medicine as yet but
partially proved, but which acted very well in sporadic cases.

The Chair then called on *Dr. HxruuTa for remarks::. - The ' Doctor stated
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that as yet he had not had sufficisnt experience in the disease to offer &
remarks on the subject, not being in praetice during either of the sew
epidemics. He therefore desired to learn from those who had had oppor{
nity of witnessing and treating the disease in its severe epidemic forms. !
bad treated the usually occurring sporadic cases with success by prescribi
those medicines recommended by Hahnemann. He believed that during t
last epidemic the pbysicians of Cincinnati had issued a cireular, to be distr
uted among their patients, containing dietetic rules to be observed a
medieines to be administered, and they had been very successful in the ms
agement of the disease. He belioved that t the last meeting of the Mas
chusetts State Hom. Society, this circular uad been read and spproved, &
thought a similar course would be advisab.o from this Bociety.

Dr. TeMPLE. The last epidemic began in this eity about the latter part
December, 1848, and continued its ravages during the winter (the weatl
was very cold, the Mississippi being frozen over,) and until the followi
August. He noted a peculiar fact—that when the miasmatic diseases ms
their appearance, the cholera abated. If the disease is seen in its ea
stages, there is no trouble—a few doses of Guaco will relieve it. I prefer !
Guaco because it appears to combine the properties of Ipecac. and Verat.
the year 1860, I crossed the Plains to California. The road was a perf
graveyard. Every time we stopped for meals, séveral corpses were buri
I was called out night after night to treat these cases, and found the dise
exactly similar to that I had witnessed in St. Louis. I did not lose & sin
case, and I treated it in all its stages. 'When the stage of collapse occt
which it sometimes does suddenly, Arsen. is the grand specific; I used
third potency. I have seen patients speechless, pulseless, with cold f¢
cold hands, cold face, in an hour revive, and in forty-eight hours walki
about, attending to their business. Of the origin of cholera we know nothi:
There are many circumstances that would force us to believe it contagic
although during the epidemics many private societies were formed, and
sick were attended by ladies, and I do not recollect that a single case occur
among them. I believe the great exciting cause is fear. More are killed
fear than by the disease, and we are well aware what effect mental emoti
may produce on the alimentary tract. The Homeopathic physician has
reason to fear the cholera. From December, 1848, to August, 1849, .
Vastine and myself treated 1,863 cases of cholers, with but a small
centage of deaths. During my Allopathic course I never knew a single ¢
recover after collapse had set in. We believe Gmo to be the best rem:
in the treatment of the disease.

Dr. BAEnxxBURG. I knew the epidemic in 1849, and had some experie
with the disease. I resided in Oincinnati at the time, and though I was t!
a minister, 1 was called —owing to the scarcity of physicians—very :
quently to treat the cholera. In the first stages of the disease I invaria
&ave Camphor, particularly where there was no vemiting or purging,
where the extremities were cold, and in some instances where the pati
even fell down helpless. ‘With Camphor alone I bave cured thd whole

2
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ease, When a patient was taken, I had him immediately put to bed and
warmly covered, and gave Camphor until perspiration was produced. I
recollect, however, some cases where Camphor was not the remedy—among
others, that of my brother. In his case the cramps were fugitive, moving
rapidly from one part of the body to the other, until finally they settled in
his spine. One dose of Conium-mac. relieved him entirely. Cholera I have
successfully treated with Phosph.-acid and China. I also administered Ice
in small portions, to allay thirst. I have seen Iris versicolor also act very
well, and in some instances have known the cold bath produce reaction.

Dr. FRANKLIN moved that a committee of three be appointed to investigate
the whole matter, and to prepare a circular containing requisite rules and regu-
lations, to be distributed among the Homeopathists of this city. Carried.

The Committee were—Dr. JNo, T. TeMrLE, Dr. T. J. VasTINE, Dr. E. C.
PFRANKLIN, Dr. Wu. T. HELMUTH. )

Dr. BAERENBURG. In Cincinnati, during the epidemic, the physicians
had circulars printed, and medicines prepared, with directions, which
they distributed among their patients, and which were productive of much
good.

Dr. VasTiNE. I have a word to say with reference to the use of Brandy
and other alcoholic stimuli. I remember being called to see a patient who
had been vomiting and purging for some time, and who had taken a quart of
fourth-proof Brandy, and yet had sunk rapidly to a collapsed condition. I
gave Arsen. 8d every ten minutes, and in two hours reaction came on and
the patient knew everything around him. Liquor of any kind is not advi-
sable, in any case, or in any condition of Asiatic Cholera.

Dr. TempLE. In reference to prophylactics, I would state that while I
resided in California, in 1849 and 1850, I used Camphor as a preventive. 1
do not recollect of a case of cholera occurring among those who carried
Camphor with them. So far it is an excellent medicine. 'When the cholera
first appeared, I used Camphor entirely throughout the treatment, but after-
ward discarded it because it did not answer the purpose as well as other
medicines. o

Dr. FELLERER. I witnessed an epidemic of eholera in the city of Munich,
where, of a population of about 126,000, about 800 to 400 persons died daily.
I was then an Allopathist, and there were at that time but four Homeazopathio
physicians in Munich. I consider Ipecac., Verat., Arsen. and Jatropha curcas
as valuable medicines. The latter will relieve when the others fail—particu-
larly when the passages are extremely profuse and thin, continue for a long
time, the rice-water appearances being lost, and the discharges consisting of
epithelial matter. Insuch cases Jatropiaand Phosphoric-acid cure. Jatropia
curcas will produce on the healthy organism inflammation of the bowels,
cramps of the whole body, particularly of the calves of -the legs, and even of
the tongue, with the passages aforesaid. I have used it with success when
other remedies have failed to procure reliof. I also give, with benefit, Cam-
phor for the primary symptoms.
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Dr.Luyries. There is another remedy of great importance in the
ment of cholera, which has not yet been mentioned—1I allude to Secale
and it will change the rice-water passages to those of a bilious charac
the advanced stages of the diseass, even when they have become in
tary.*

Dr. FRANELIN. There are some very interesting incidents connecte
the treatment of cholera. You all recollect our humorous friend, Dr.
of Chicago. He also was practicing as an Allopath in S8acramento, «
the epidemic, and we frequently had our jokes together with reference
different modes of therapeutics. In one week seven Allopathic phy:
died of the disease; the week after, Dr. Lord’s partner was taken, t
secundem artem, and died. Dr. L. himself was soon_after taken, an
forme. I cured him, and he has been a firm Homeopathist ever
Itreated two other Allopathic physicians with suocess; they also b
Homamopathists, and remained so ever after.

Dr. FxrLEres. I desire to know the opinion of the Society in ref:
to the use of cold water. In 1845, in Munich, the patients were allow
drink as much cold water as they desired; in 1854 many physicians sf
forbade its use, and ordered ice to allay the thirst.

Dr. VasTINE. I have used ice and ice-water, and have seen better
from the former. I have seen water produce good effects if drank n
ately, but large quantities of very cold water I believe to be injudiciou

Dr. FxLLERER. It very frequently happens, as was found by the :
cians of Holland, that by taking large quantities of water perspirst
induced.

Dr. VasTINE, Water may keep up irritation of the stomach.

Dr. Luyries. There can be no doubt, that if thirst be present, th
tinued use of water at a moderate temperature assists to produce rea
I know this from my own case. I had the cholera in New Orlean:
drank from time to time considerable quantities of water, with great
to myself.

Dr. VasTINE. Excessive thirst is not always present; when it is, I b
it generally to be occasioned by the presence of some indigestible arti
food in the stomach. I will illustrate this by a case. 1 was called
patient late in the evening; she was nearly collapsed ; she had been drix'
considcrable quantities of cold water through the day. I gave the medi
as usual, without any effect. I became convinced that there was some!
indigestible in the stomach. I told her to take as much warm wat
possible; she did so, and in a short time ejected from the stomach ab
teacupful of cherry stones. Then Arsenicum and Verat. acted like a ch

#In the Western Homaeopathic Observer, Vol. 1., page 183, is an interesting article on th
acteristic indieations of Secale-cor. in cholera. The writer regards as characteriatio the foll
. “Aggravation from external heat and amelioration from external oold are both strongly mar

Secale, and are very apt to be also strongly noted in cholers.’—{Eps.
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ther case was that of a gentleman. He had taken a late dinner, nnd had
been drinking considerable quantities of cold water. The medicines did
wot well ; ordered the warm water, and he vomited undigested pieces of
mber:

. FELLERER. In 1854 I was called to see & patient, at Barnum’s Hotel,
had been given up to die by Dr. Johnson of this city. She had been
ibited the use of water. During the time between the last visit of Dr. J.
my arrival, her husband, believing that death was near, and she being
iented by intense thirst, gave her a8 much water as she desired. When
sived, reaction had commenced, and Arsenicum cured the patient.

ftor a few other remarks, and the Committee being empowered to pre-
and print the circular aforesaid, the meeting adjourned.

Editorial,

"ith this number, the WesTERN HoM®OPATHIC OBSERVER enters upon
hird year of its existence. To increase its usefulness, Dr. G. 8. WALKER,
is city, has associated himself with the paper, and we trust that with his
tance the pages of the journal will possess an additional interest.

is the endeavor of the Editors to conduct the paper on liberal scientific
ciples, to open its pages to the whole profession to be neither sectarian
ogmatic upon those points which are being argued by the Homaopathic
ession, and to labor in earnest for the further propagation of Homwmopathic
icine.

"e trust, therefore, that our readers, while they send forward their annual
oriptions will also supply us from time to time with papers on Medicine
the collateral sciences, and particularly with the records of successfully
ied cases, both with the lower and higher potencies; with the single
icines, and with alternated remedies. By such practical facts much light
be thrown upon the vexed questions of therapeutics, and reliable data
ished upon which to found rational and unanswerable conclusions,

[ our ¢ Exchanges” we beg for a continuation of the compliments they
er upon us, and shall be glad to return the same.
» those subscribers who do not regularly receive their ¢ Observer,” we
Id urge the necessity of immediately informing the proprietor of any
rularity of reception, that the fault may be remedied ; and to Homaopa-
physicians in general we would say, that the Editors will use their best
mvors to render the Observer worthy of the increased patronage and con-
100 which in the past two years they have bestowed upon it,



THE WESTERN .
HOM@EOPATHIC OBSERVER.

Your. IIL ST. LOUIS, DECEMBER 15, 1865. No. 2.

H. C. &. LUYTIES, Proprietor and Publisher.

ISSUED MONTHLY, AT ONE DOLLAR AND FIFTY CENTS A YEAR, IN ADVANCE.

All communications, whether of a husinees or literary character, must be sent to the Proprietor
and Publisher of this paper, No. 49 North Fifth street, between Olive and Locust streets.

NITRIO ACID.

Transiated from the French of A. Espanet,
BY H. B. CLARK, M. D., NEW BEDFORD, MASS.

eptnasinaty

. HISTORY : :

Nitric Acid was first employed toward the end of the last
century in diseases of the liver. Its powerful action on the
blood and the nutritive life was early remarked, and its
effects upon the salivary glands, simulating those of Merc.,
suggested the idea of its use in certain syphilitic affections.
From these trials it came into use, and afterward into abuse.
The results thereof were summed up by Swediaur* at the
beginning of this century.

Since then Nitric Acid has been administered more par-
ticularly in a few inveterate syphilitic affections, in certain
engorgements of the liver, in many diseases of the skin, in
leucorrheea, in scorbutic, scrofulous and arthritic affections,
in hemorrhages, in malignant fevers, in diarrhcea, and in
intermittent fever to such a degree that Pearson proposed it
as a substitute for Quinine,

The physiological experiments of Hahnemannt and the

* Pharmacopeia Medici Practiel Universalis. Bruxelles. 1808,
{Truite de Matiere Meodicale. Paris. 1884. 8 vol. in-8.
4 .
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observations made by a great number of physiciars, among
others F. Hoffman, Alyon, Sandford and Pereira, enable us
at the present day to appreciate its action more exactly,
without, however, extending a great deal the sphere of its
activity.

‘When we come to speak of alkalies, we propose to show
the differences between their action and that of mineral
acids (see Calc.-carb.) We will only say here, in general,
that the diathesis, the dynamic and hematosic alteration,
produced by alkalies, offer the following symptoms: Con-
tinued lowering of the vitality after ineffectual efforts at re-
action ; relaxation, with sweat and mucous discharges;
secretions excessive; nervous and'neuralgic phenomenon;
ulcers ; cutaneous eruptions, with a superabundance of im- -
perfectly elaborated fluids. The diathesis provoked by the
mineral acids consists more particularly in erethism, tension,
nervous fever, aphthe, ulcers and cutaneous eruptions, with
discharges of sanious matter and of fluids too much elabo-
rated or too much animalized.

This distinction gives us occasion to say, that in one
respect—the state of anemia—all cachexiee and morbid
diatheses resemble each other; but to anemia may be
joined circumstances and conditions, organic and symptom-
atic, which often call for any medicine rather than iron,
which, as we shall show in treating of that medicine, cor-
responds neither to all anemias nor all chloroses.

PHYSIOLOGICAL; EFFECTS.

‘Without physiological experiments, Sachs ascertained that
Nitric Acid had a great influence on the vegetative life. Itis
certain, on the other hand, that it has but a secondary influ-
ence on the heart; its fever is irregular, with predominance
of cold and of acid or fetid sweats, and it is always secondary
or symptomatic of the diathesis or of the alteration of the
blood. The same may be said of inflammations, which
always depend upon the diathesic state, whatever their
situation, whether of the eyes, ears, throat, or on the skin ;
they are also always sub-acute, and generally chronie.
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This diathesic state is characterized by dryness of the
skin and the superabundance of the internal secretions ;
cither of the urine, of the saliva, or of the intestinal or
vaginal mucus. It is still further manifested by glandular
and periosteal swellings, by aphthe, by ulcerations of the
mucous membranes, by ulcers and certain eruptions of the
skin, by the yellowish pallor of the face, by the sunken eyes,
the whiteness of the mucous membranes and the flesh in
general, by the discoloration of the blood, by extreme mus- -
cular weakness with trembling, heaviness of the limbs, and
sometimes epileptiform convulsions; by wasting and sensi-
bility to cold, by disorders of digestion, which are accompa-
nied with fatigue, disagreeable warmth, sweat, beating of
the heart, anguish, sleepiness, nausea, acid risings, water in
the mouth, cramps of the stomach, sensations of heat or of
cold, inflation of the abdomen, which is sensitive to cold;
diarrheea, the stools being often badly digested or putrid. The
sleep is agitated by nervous excitement of the heart, by erratic
pains, and is often interrupted ; heavy sleepiness during the
day; the mind is unquiet, with tendency to hypochondria;
there is irritability and at times fits of passion, at other times
profound apathy; often the disposition of nostalgic subjects
will be manifested. The nervous system is affected in a
similar way to that of the circulatory—that is, secondarily
and through the alteration of the fluids, and even of the
solids. The pains are tearing, burning, and occupy not only
the mustles and mucous membranes, but the deeper parts
of the limbs, like the pains of osteocopus. The cephalalgia
chooses the summit of the head ; it returns with vomiting
and paroxysms of vertigo. The following observations apply
principally to the nervous phenomena; the pains are aggra-
vated or produced by touch, by cold air and by changes of
the weather; they are worse in bed and in the evening or
morning; the left side of the body is more commonly
affected. The febrile symptoms and those belonging to the
nutritive functions are worse at night, from movement, from
exposure to the light, and during or after eating. The
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ensemble of the phenomena of the respiratory, digestive and
]ymphatic systems, of the heart, of the mucous membranes
and of the skin, exhibit a nervous condition which charac-
terizes the action of Nitric Acid throughout the course of its
evolution until it is completed in its peculiar diathesis ; and
what is more remarkable, it embraces both elements of
vegetative life—eliminative and assimilative, destruction
and production—so that in certain organic and vital con.
ditions still unknown, Nitric Acid, by its dynamic action,
determines ulceration and erosion of the tissues, and checks
plasticity, while in others it excites and exaggerates it,
developing vegetation and excrescences most frequently
upon ulcerated surfaces, as from exuberance of plastic force.

Nitric Acid is analogous to common salt (Nat.-mur.) in its
action on the skin and circulation, producing cachexia; it
bas similar relations with Calcarea-carb. in its influence on
the plasticity, and with Kali-carb. in regard to its action on
exhalant surfaces and mucous membranes. As for erosion
and destruction of tissues, more analogy will be found
between Nitric Acid and Mercury. This analogy hold
under similar conditions with the other universal acids;
they all tend to the same diathesis, and have a very similar
influence upon the hematosis and upon the blood itself,
depriving it of its fibrin and its color, without increase of
serum, contrary to what is observed in the case of many
salts, the alkalines in particular. The mineral acids, Muri-
atic, Sulphuric, Phosphoric, Nitric, and also Muriate of Iron,
are of great service in the hemorrhages of low nervous
fevers. They produce the best effects upon the relaxed
mucous surfaces, through which escapes the too fluid
though not too serous blood. Their effects are the same
upon bleeding ulcerated surfaces. This action explains, by
the passive congestions and the sanguine stases which it
implies, the irregularity and the intermittence of the pulse
produced by all these substances—the frequent, feeble and
intermittent pulse of Muriate of Iron, the intermittent pulse
of Phosphoric and of Muriatic acid, the irregularity and inter-
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mittence of that of Nitric acid, the irregularity of that of
Sulphuric acid.

But Nitric Acid differs essentially from the others by its
development and extension of the plastic force, producing
excrescences, ficoid tumors, vegetations, fleshy growths on
ulcers, on the edges of solutions of coutinuity, and apon
mucous membranes.

Herein it has relations with 7huya and with Lycopodium,
though the vegetations of the latter, instead of being smooth
and shiny, are rugose and fissured. Finally, among the
effeots of Nitric Acid may be reckoned chaps and rhagades,
either cutaneous or mucous. Such effects belong also to
Qraphites, Lycopodium and to Sulphur.

Nitric Acid may be considered as one of the medicines
whose asthenic and depressing action is the most character-
istic. The iniiial excitant action is not always produced, or
it is soon effaced by the tendency to asthenia. There are
several medicines, and especially Mercury, Silex, Sepia, and
the mineral acids generally, which have with Vitric Acid the
common symptoms of settled asthenia, mingled with tempo-
rary congestive excitement; an alternation of opposite
effects as from imperfeet reaction, such as over-excitement
of the senses, with sensorial weakness ; tension, dryness of
exhalant surfaces, and relaxation, with hypersecretion ; ex-
altation of the venereal appetite, with impotency; mental
agitation which repels sleep and somnolency, even coma-
tose; and to conclude, there is always anemis, cachexia,
flushes of heat, changed taste, fetid mouth, putrid secretions,
softness, pallor and puffiness of the flesh, asthenic irritation
of the mucous membranes, with softening and aphths,
friability of the bones, colliquative discharges.

(To be continued,)

B S ———

CorrEoTION.—In the Proceedings of the St. Louis Homoopa-
thic Medioal Society, published in our last, on page 19, sixth line
from the top, for ¢ Dr. FRANEKLIN” read Dr. TEmMpLE.
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Surgical Cuses.

WOUNDS.

BY WM, TOD HELMUTH, M.D.

SEvERE WoUND OF THE ARM.—Kate M—, a domestic,
of full habit and in good health, while engaged in cleaning
a window received a very severe wound of her left arm and
hand in the following manner: For the better accomplish.
ment of her work, she had gotten outside the window-sash,
and was standing on the steep roof of a back building, in
which was also a window to admit light to the hall below.
‘While reaching upward, her foot slipped, and in her terror,
to prevent being precipitated to the ground, she thrust her
left arm through the skylight. The gashes inflicted by the
broken glass were very deep, the most severe being about
the middle third of the outside of the arm, extending down-
ward and inward across the bend of the elbow, and con.
tinuing on the inside of the fore-arm for some distance.
T chanced to be in the house at the time, heard the crash of
the broken glass and the screams of the poor girl, and with-
out delay hastened to her assistance. 'When I reached the
first landing, which was lighted by the panes of glass in the
roof, I saw blood dripping from above to the floor, and as I
reached the second landing of the stairs, she was being
assisted through the window, with the blood spirting from
her arm to a distance of several feet. This was quite suf-
ficient to indicate the severity of the injury,”and as soon as
she was placed in a convenient position I tied a handkerchief
around the arm above the wounds, and examined their depth
and severity. The hemorrhage was very profuse, and she
was in a few minutes lying literally in a pool of blood. The
Radial and Ulnar arterieshad both been severed shortly below
the bifurcation of the Brachial, the Median-Cephalic and
Median-Basilic veins being also divided :—add to this a gash
of two inches in length on the inside of the Biceps, another
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five inches in length on the lower third of the fore-arm,
between the Flexor Carpi-Radialis and the SupinatorLongus
muscles, and two wounds to the bone on the thumb and two
on the fingers, and the hemorrhage resulting will be readily
understood.

The first thing thought of was position ; the arm was ele-
vated ; the next, to secure the bleeding vessels, which were
tied forthwith ; the third step, to remove the pressure made
from above by the handkerchief, to arrest the venous hemor-
rhage. The wounds were then carefully sponged and ex-
amined, to ascertain if any portions of the glass had remained
in them; and finally their lips were brought together by
tweaty-seven points of interrupted suture. The arm was
placed, slightly elevated, upon a pillow, and the Calendula
lotion. ordered to be constantly applied. During the applica-
tion of the ligatures (there were three) and the dressing of
the wounds, the patient fainted several times from loss of
blood. On the second day high fever supervened, which
was controlled by Aconite, the cold Calendula lotion being
constantly applied. The cut surfaces healed by the first
intention, excepting around the ligatures, which came away
in due time. The healing process was very rapid, and,
thanks to Calendula, was unaccompanied by any untoward
symptom.

No surgeon should be without Calendula. To repeat here
the power it possesses in preventing suppuration and hasten-
ing granulation, would be but a work of supererogation.
The case is merely reported as one calculated to substantiate
what has been before written on the subject.

The solution, composed of a drachm of the tincture to about
two ounces of water,is the preparation which is generally used,

-but Dr.Schneider of Fulda,by whom,it is believed,the especial
virtues of the plant in incised and lacerated wounds were in.
troduced to the profession, was in the habit of using a liguor
Calendule, or Calendula tea, and it was this preparation that
Dr. Thorer of Gérlitz so successfully employed. The fol-
lowing are the directions for preparing the aqua Calendula
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offlcinalis: “Fill one-third of a clean bottle with petals or
leaves of the flowers; the remaining two-thirds with fresh,
pure spring water. Cork the vial well and expose it for two
or three days to the rays of the sun. The water is by this
process rendered slightly aromatic. It is then poured off
from the leaves into a bottle, which must be sealed and
placed in a lower temperature. While the liquid is being
exposed to the rays of the sun, it must be narrowly watched,
and as soon as there are signs of incipient fermentation,
measures must be taken to arrest it.”” -

There are several interesting cases upon record of the
healing virtues possessed by the Marigold. An apothecary
named Fligge effected some wonderful cures with it, which
are related by Dierbach—indeed, he even went so far as to
inflict on himself a severe wound, to convince some skeptics
of the powers of the plant.

Dr. Thorer also relates some successfully treated cases;
among others, a severe laceration of the lower lip, occa-
sioned by the kick of a horse; another of a boy, Floeder,
who was horribly mutilated by machinery ; a third in which,
after severe injuries, immediate amputation was necessary,
and where the Calendula water was of the most essential
service; together with others of more or less import, all
of which, however, tend to substantiate the same facts.
Dr. Schulz reports other cases with similar results. Its
almost magical effect, in the treatment of burns and scalds,
is well illustrated by & case reported some years back by
Dr. Temple of this city. The injury was very severe; the
patient had been given over to die, by his Allopathic atten-
dant, from profuse suppuration and hectic, but was saved by
the timely application’ of the Calendula. This case was
reported in the North American Journal of Homeopathy. The
same gentleman also testifies to the merits of the drug, in a
similar sphere of action, in an article headed ¢ Calendula in
Plastic Surgery,” published in this journal. Dr. Franklin
also bears his testimony to its effects in gunshot wounds
and in the after-treatment of surgical operations; his paper,
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“Calendula in Gunshot Wounds,” being found in the Observer;
while our co-Editor, Dr. Walker, during his sojourn in the
army, was in the habit of constantly employing it after sur-
gical operations, with uniform good results. Inconclusion,I
may be allowed to give one more case that has lately fallen
under my observation, and which is highly idteresting as
evincing the curative virtues of the plant in injuries to bone.

A short time since a man was brought to my office with
his hand severely injured. He was a machinist in a loco-
motive factory, and had caught his hand in a part of the
machinery. Upon examination, I found the index and ring
fingers cut through about their middle, and the middle
finger entirely divided in two places, one cut being trans-
versely across the joint. When the rough dressing, which
had been extemporized for the occasion, was removed, it
was only with much care that the divided extremity of the
finger was not taken off, as it only adhered td the hand by .
a thin portion of the cuticle. Here then was the question :
Was I tg remove the severed end of the finger—a practice
which a few years since would have undoubtedly been put
into immediate execution,—or was I to endeavor to save,
for a laborer and a machinist, so important a part of his
body? Conservative Surgery and Calendula answered the
question. I placed a broad splint on the back of the hand,
from the wrist to the extremity of the most severely injured
finger, and having adjusted the cut surface as neatly as
possible, I placed narrow splints on each side, holding them
in their position by adhesive straps, placed above and below
the wound. To the cut surfaces thus exposed I applied a
compress saturated with the lotion of Calendula, and ordered
the patient to keep the parts constantly wet with the same.
The wunion in a short time was perfect, the suppuration
being so slight that it was scarcely perceptible.

I have also recently,.in two very severe burns, witnessed
the effects of the Marigold. A child of about six years,
while reaching upward to the mantel-piece, lost her balance
and fell forward into a grate. Her clothes instantly took

5]
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fire, and when the flames were extinguished by the terrified
mother, the face, arms and neck, and superior part of the
chest, were most severely burned. An Allopathic physician
being in the neighborhood, was called in my absence, and
ordered cotton batting, saturated with a strong solution of
alum, to bq applied. From the account of the attendants,
I learned that this dressing was productive of very great
relief to the little girl. When I saw the patient, I re-
moved the above dressing and applied the Calendula. The
effect was surprising, and although in many parts of the
affected surface the suppuration was quite profuse, yet the
recovery was remarkably rapid and the deformity of no
moment.

In another case of severe burn of the arms and body,
resulting from the explosion of a steam-boiler, a like good
effect was noticed from the use of the Calendula solution.

Resection of the Shoulder - Joint.

BY @. 8. WALKER, M.D.

Excision of joints, for various diseases, and accidents of
these parts, was practiced many times by the surgeons of
the last century. But it was reserved for the surgeons
of the present era to utilize and perfect this particular
branch of chirurgical art; so that Resections are now
considered an established cperation of Conservative Sur-
gery.

Among the many joints of the body which have been
subjected to this operation, none has demanded it more
frequently than that of the shoulder, and none has been
attended with so satisfactory results. Comminuted frac-
tures of the head of the arm-bone, accompanied with lacera-
tion, complicated dislocations, caries, necrosis, and other
incurable diseases, may necessitate Resection, or the removal
of the entire arm. Formerly there would have been but one
alternative—namely, removal of the arm by -amputation.
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Conservative Burgery, however, that endeavors to save every
part of the body which can be afterwards rendered useful,
has made in this department its most brilliant achievements.

By an operation which ordinarily does not require a
superior degree of skill, the mutilated or diseased portion
of the bone is excised, and the limb remains. The short-
ened arm gradually regains, to a great extent, its former
“cunning.” An artificial joint is reproduced in many cases,
and a considerable degree of motion established.

During a service of two years as a surgeon in the army, I
was called on to perform this operation many times, and in
the early part of my career I learned that instruments for
the performance of resections were not furnished by the
Government, the surgeons of the ‘“regular” service, as I
have been informed, not deeming them, nor such operations
necessary. I therefore, previous to being engaged in any
battle, gave Tiemann, the noted instrument-maker of New
York, an order to fit up, at my own expense, one of his best
and most complete resecting cases. These instruments were,
Imust say in justice to the maker of them, the very best,
and excited the admiration and the envy of the army sur-
geons who examined them and saw them in use.

The following case I give the readers of our journal asan -
illustration of all these operations and of the difficulties
which have to be overcome in performing operations of any
kind in the field:

Sylvester B. Crane, Co. H, 18th U. 8. Inf,, (the regiment
formerly commanded by Colonel, now Major General Sher-
man,) during the first assault upon the intrenched enemy
in the rear of Vicksburg, at Chickasaw Bayou, Dec. 29th,
1862, was struck by a ¢Minie” ball on the point of the
left shoulder, just below the Coracoid process. The ball,
perforating the integuments, produced a compound and
comminuted fracture of the Humerus, immediately below
its surgical neck. Passing under the Scapula, the ball
lodged beneath the skin at the lower angle of that bone.
The head of the Humerus was also fractured through its
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longitudinal center into the Glenoid Cavity. The large
vessels and nerves were intact, as was also the long head of
the Biceps muscle.

The patient, when brought and placed upon the operating
table, was still suffering from the first shock of the injury.
A liberal allowance of stimulants was administered before
bringing him under the influence of chloroform. This,
with me, is almost an invariable custom, in surgical opera-
tions. To this I attribute, in a great degree, the entire
absence of any unpleasant results in my use of aneesthetics.
To my medical brethren I can confidently recommend it.

The patient was placed upon his right side, with his head
and shoulders well elevated. As soon as anssthesia was
induced by means of chloroform, I made a single incision
from the Acromion process through the point where the
ball entered, extending it down the arm six or seven inches.
After removing all the splinters of the fractured bone, and
having the long head of the Biceps pressed aside by a rect-
angular spatula in the hand of an assistant, I commenced
the dissection of the upper fragment by means of a scalpel,
the edge of which was kept carefully directed to the surface
of the bone.

The difficulties to be surmounted, from this stage of the
operation, may be better appreciated when it is known that
it became quite dark and commenced raining. We were
in the midst of a forest which, for many months in the year,
is nothing but a swamp. The soil was saturated by the
recent rains, and worked up into black mud by constant
tramping Sheltered by a thin “Fly” only, through which
the rain beat and fell upon-us in the form of mist, saturatmg
everything almost as completely as if we had been out in the
storm itself; the little “stearine”, candle giving a dim,
flickering light, so feeble that its frequent extinguishment
by occasional larger drops of water scarcely added anything
to our perplexity. More by the sense of feeling, therefore, -
than by seeing, the whole upper fragment was dissected
from its various attachments. ‘With the lion-toothed forceps
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of Mr. Fergusson, the head of the bone was grasped, and
securely held by the hand of an assistant. Then with my
thumb, or my index finger (according to circumstances) of
my left hand, serving as a guide, the palmar surface pressing
against the tissues, and the point of the nail in close prox-
hmﬁy to the surface bone, with the edge and point of the
scalpel between, carefully pressing the cutting edge close to
the bone, I gradually, notwithstanding the darkness, suc,
ceeded in removing the whole head of the Humerus with-
out wounding either the great vessels and nerves or the long
head of the Biceps muscle.

The remaining fractured end, after a partial dissection
from its attachments, was elevated upon a metal spatula,
and its end sawed smoothly off. Very little hemorrhage
resulted, from the beginning to the end of the operation.
The wound was well cleansed with sponge and fresh water.
The parts were coaptated, a bandage applied to the arm,
and by means of a rectangular box-splint the whole was so
adapted as to be supported by the neck and opposite
shoulder. In this condition he was next day placed upon a
steamboat and taken to one of the Government Hospitals,
I believe, at St. Louis.

About a year after, when I had resigned my commission

_in the army, I was accosted on the street in St. Louis by a
soldier, whom I did not recognize, but whe proved to be
the identical subject of the above operation, who wished to
congratulate me upon the (to him) extraordinary success of
my sutgical skill.

His arm was shortened apparently about two inches, and
the amount of motion at the shoulder was considerable.
Takingj the Humerus as a radius, and the point of the
Acromion process as a center, there seemed to be a motion
at the periphery, or elbow, of at least two or three inches.
The improvement would probably continue.
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Organization of the Homwopathic Medical Society of Wisconsin.

At a meeting of Homeeopathic Physicians of Wisconsin,
held at Dr. Dale’s office in the city of Oshkosh, Oct. 18th,
1865, the following gentlemen were present: Drs. Pearce,
More, Page, Patchin, Ober, Dale, Clarke, Storke, and others.

Dr. Pearce was called to the Chair, and Dr, Dale appointed
Secretary pro tem.

Dr. Pearce, on taking the Chair, made some appropriate
remarks, and was followed by Dr. Patchin, who in conclu-
sion moved that immediate steps be taken to organize a
State Society. Carried.

Dr. Ober moved that a committee of three be appointed
by the Chair, to report on the name, a Constitution and By-
Laws of said Society. Carried.

Drs. Ober, Patchin and Dale were appointed the com-
mittee, and adjourned for private conference. After a short
space the committee returned, and, reported the following
name: “The Homeopathic Medical Society of Wisconsin,"”
which was unanimously adopted; also on a Constitution
and By-Laws, which were adopted.

On motion, the Society then adjourned to the Adams
House to dinner; after which they proceeded to the lake
shore, to examine the abnormal growth of a child’s head.
The case was very peculiar, and interested all present.

The Society was called to order at 23 P. M. by the Chair,
and proceeded at once to business.

On motion, proceeded to elect Officers for the ensuing
year, with the following result: Drs. T. J. Patchin, of Fon-
du-Lac, President; L. E. Ober, of LaCrosse, Vice-President ;
H. B. Dale, of Oshkosh, Secretary; P. Moore, of Neenah,
Treasurer; and Drs. Pearce, of Green Bay, M. F. Page,

'Appleton, and — Swetting, of Berlin, as a Board of Censors.

The following committees were then appointed, to report
at the next session: Venereal Diseases, Dr. Pearce; Diph-
theria and its Sequele, Dr. M. F. Page; Typhoid Fever, Dr. T.
J. Patchin ; Infantile Pneumonia, Dr. H. B, Dale; Scarlatina,

\
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Dr. P. Moore; Dysentery, Dr. L. E. Ober; Diseases of Chil-
dren, Dr. Swetting ; Cutaneous Diseases, Dr. Babcock.

On motion, Dr. Dale was instructed to procure photo-
" graphs of the Milmore child, at the expense of the Society,
with a view of furnishing the members and those who desire
it with a copy of the same.

On motion—Resolved, that this Society cordially invite
the students of this State to participate in their discussions
and scientific writings. Carried. :

On motion, the Society adjourned, to meet at LaCrosse
on the third Monday in November, 1866.

T. J. ParcaiN, M.D., President.

H. B. DaLg, M.D., Secretary.

Review.

« Tax HoM®OPATRIC GUIDE, for the use of twenty-five Prineipal Remedies
in the treatment of the more simple forms of Disease, by GEo. E. SHIP-
MAN, M.D.; together with Directions for the Treatment of Dengue and
Yellow Fever, by Wu. H. Horcoms, M.D., New Orleans, La. Second
Edition. Chicago: C. S. Halsey, 147 Clark st. 18656.” 12mo., pp. 241.

In medical literature there are some books which are read
as matters of study or of duty, others as works of reference,
while there are others again, that can always be perused both
with pleasure and with profit by the medical student ; such
works as the Pharmacologia of Dr. Paris, the Practice of
Medicine by Dr. Watson, Holland’s Medical Notes, Winslow
on the Brain and Mind, or Montgomery on the Signs and
Symptoms of Pregnancy, and others of the class, are among
those which are ever readable and ever interesting—firstly,
because the authors are evidently well versed in the subjects
of which they treat; secondly, because they are men of
letters and have cultivated a pleasing style in their varied
compositions; and thirdly, because they draw upon their
own originality and experience, while they record that of
others.
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Of the many works upon Domestic Practice, or the “Fam-
ily Guides,” there is not one that, as a readable book, can
bear a comparison with the one the name of which stands at
the head of this article, and simply for the reason that the
authors too frequently endeavor to force upon the consider-
ation of the lay reader too much that is medical, too many
technicalities, too many “Doctors’ ”’ phrases, a little of anat-

_omy, a modicum of physiology, and a sprinkling of other
collateral sciences ; too much entirely for the poor mother
who endeavors to discover a medicine for her sick child,
and too little for the regular medical practitioner. In most
works of the class to which we allude, there are too many
medicines to be selected from, and too many distinctions in
the proper selection of the drugs themselves. Of late years,
however, many of these defects have been in a measure
remedied, but in none so completely as in the book of
Dr. Shipman.

The work tells, in a most concise and agreeable manner,
as much of the experience of the author as he desires the

_ reader should know, as much as the title of the book
demands, and withal has a pleasantness about it that, from
the rather novel manner of expression, one is rather disposed
to read on, after he has found what he desired, or indeed,
whether he wishes to find anything for any special case or
not, he smilingly turns from page to page, to look into the
ideas therein expressed concerning many diseases. Let us
give 4 sample or two, and let us urge those who would wish
for more, to send to Mr. Halsey and procure the work.
Now, we have no more interest in this book than Dr.
Shipman has in the syringe he recommends (page 62) to be
procured at the excellent pharmacy in question, excepting a
desire to circulate a good ‘“Domestic Practice” among our
‘Homoeeopathic friends.

In the Preface we find the following, which is evident
throughout the text:—‘The Editor has been guided by
his own experience in the selection of the symptoms, to a
great extent, and has added some indications which are
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deduced solely from .experience.” He further says, in ex-
plaining the object of the work :—¢ IIe who purchases this
book, buys the right to cure all diseases treated of therein,
but not necessarily the might. Let him not therefore com-
plain that he receives an inadequate quid for his quo, if he
fails to cure sometimes, nor relieve his mind by calling the
writer a fool and the publisher a knave. * * * No very
- sensible person will ever attempt to treat himself or his
family who can obtain the advice of a well-qualified physi-
can. If those fail too often, who make the study of diseases
' and their remedies the sole business of their lives, what
sccess can they expect who know little or nothing of
either ?”

There are also, throughout the book, certain little ex-
pressions which will often tend to allay the anxiety of the
unprofessional. For instance, under ¢ SpITTING OF BLOOD,"”
we find ¢ a very alarming symptom, but in general less im-
mediately dangerous than alarming.”” Under ¢ CHOLERA™ :
“The first thing to be noticed is, that Cholera is not, or
need not be, a cause of alarm, and this for two reasons.
In the first place, it always gives notice of its approach (as I
have not seen all the cases of Cholera which ever occurred,
this ‘always ’ in a restricted sense, but as far ag my observa-
-, tion goes, this is true.)”

% CoNSTIPATION.—A great bug-bear, which has frightened
thousanis of people to death. Time was when the bowels
nust move every day, cost what it might; the people are
getting more rational, and ‘the profession’ are gradually
Jalling into their notions.” The Italics are our own.
| “Crour—Is a sound of terror to all mothers, and deserv-

edly so; yet all is not Croup that is called Croup.”

“ DeviriuM-TREMENS—Is & mournful, frightful, disgusting,
comical disease, just as one sees proper to look at it.”

“Dyspepsia.—¢ Live on sixpence a day, and earn it,” was
the advice of Dr. Abernethy to his patients, and this em-
braces about all that can be said upon the subject.”

“ HystERIC8.~—~A Doctor who understands women never

6
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tells one that she has Hysterics—unless he wants to get the
case off his hands. * * * Nevertheless the sufferings are
real, and so is the discase.”

“ WorMs.—He who could tell Domestic Physicians—or
any other, in fact—just how to know when and where
worms are present, and how to make them absent, would
be a public benefactor, and deserve to have his name writ-
ten with Jenner’s, the discoverer of Vaccination. I do not
think such a man exists; if he does, he keeps the knowledge
to himself.”

But we have given enough for our readers to understand
the general style of the work. The treatment is very con-
cise—for instance, for “WHITLOW, OR FELON"":—¢ Pain, heat
and throbbing are the tokens of this affection, which is
usually noticed at the end of one of the fingers. I have
heard of many cures for it, but never seen but one—the
knife. Silic. is recommended, also Mere. and Hepar-sulphur,
and external-applications withoutend. The trouble is, there
is not always time to wait.”

“CaTarrH.—Acute Catarrh, or cold in the head, is a very
common affection. Campkh. is the first remedy; then Ars. if
the discharge be very thin; Cale. or Mere. if it be thick;
Nuz if it be wanting ; Lyc. if offensive; Sulph. if burning.”

There is also a concise description of Dengue and Yellow
Fever, by Dr. Holcomb, whose experience in these diseases
is acknowledged ; together with quite a nice little Repertory
and Materia Medica of the twenty-five medicines, which
completes the volume.

On the whole, the book is a pleasing and instructive one,
and is well adapted to the uses it is intended to subserve.
Nobody with sense would look for a complete Manual in a
Domestic book.
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Gritorinl,

OUR SOCIETIES.

There is no sign that argues more favorably for the increase of Homeopathy
than the establishment of new Medical Societies of our School. The amount
of good that is effected by such organizations cannot be estimated by the
mere record of the proceedings of the body during its deliberations, for there
aro other great ends attained which outsiders cannot perceive by the
reading of medical trunsactions. 'We allude chiefly to the feelings of good-
fellowship which will invariably grow up between physicians who thus
msociate with each other.

Man is a gregarious animal, and physicians should be especially so. The
wctual practice of their profession among large circles of pationts has a ten-

dency to separate them from each other. Every pationt thinks that his

medical adviser is the Best, and will argue the point with his neighbor;
often, in so dving, some unguarded expression is detailed which has been
made use of by the physician, from which, not knowing the context, great
exceptions may be taken by a professional brother; this may lead to a cold-
ness, and the coldness easily ripens into feelings of actual enmity. 1n many
such instances nothing but the dad side of the question is seen by both parties,
and the breach widens, perhaps never to be closed.

Wesll have good and bad qualities ; perhaps the bad may predominate:
but there are some good points to be discovered in every one, if we will only
give ourselves the opportunity of searching for them, and a free intercourse
with each other will certainly develop the good if it does also the bad.

How many times have we seen physicians change their ideas with reference
to their brothers after the meetings of a Medical Society, and as the Doctors
valk home, after a well conducted session, how often is the remark made —
“Well, Dr. So-and-so is not 80 bad a fellow after all,”” or—¢ I had formed a
very different idea of Dr. A. or Dr. B. before this meeting, but he has really
turned out quite & trump.”

The oftener that Medical Societies meet, the better will be the feelings
wtablished between the members: the more frequent will be the opportuni-
ties offered for satisfactory explanations, the more will the learning and
practical experience of the members be developed. 'We are very well aware
that sometimes feelings of enmity or jealousy may be excited by remarks and
actions made at a single convocation, but it is our experience that after a
number of meetings, the bad feelings generally give place to the good, and a
better understanding of the merits of the parties is arrived at. If at one
meeting any such unpleasant feelings are aroused, by future pleasant inter-
course they are in a great majority of instances dispelled ; and if such is not
the case, the exception proves the rule. Why should Doctors be jealous of
each other?  Let us remember— *°

# # # «Aground and round we run,

That ever the truth comes uppermost, -

And ever is justice done.”

B s o Rl -
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An honorable competition in Doctorcraft is but enlivening. If Dr. A. is
so fortunate as to cure a case that Dr. B, could not, the rule will in time work
the other way, and Dr. B. will certainly lay hold of a case that Dr. A. missed
entirely. If Mrs. Jones likes Dr. C.’s manners better than those of Dr. D,
the time will come when Mrs. Smith will think Dr. C. an ass and Dr.D.a
paragon. If we only look at these matters in the right light, there’s actual
fun in them! Our friend Mrs. Jones sends for Dr. A., ard tells him that she
has discharged Dr. B. because he went to sleep while she was detailing to him
the color and consistence of her baby’s passages ; while Mrs. Smith sends for
Dr. B., and gravely informs bim that she will never send for the odious Dr.
A., because he talked so glibly and so egotistically and so foolishly that she
could not get a word in edgewise, and forgot all that her affectionate husband
had insiste.l she should inquire regarding the amount of bed-clothes required
when the thermometer stands at 68°.

Let local Societies be formed, and let al tha members strive to be present
at ell the meetings, and then, besides the actual amount of medical informa-
tion that may accrue, the good-fellowship engendered will result in a united
effort in behalf of Homeopathy, which in time will certainly be the means
of elevating to its proper standing, in the eyes of the community, the whole
Homaeopathic Profession.

—_——

THE HOM@EOPATHIC MEDICAL COLLEGE OF MISSOURI.

The Lectures in this Institution are progressing with great regularity, and
the Class is larger and more satisfactory than any heretofore in attendance.

The Clinics at the Hospitals are held as follows: Good Samaritan, on
‘Wednesdays, from 1 to 2 o’clock ; Post Hospital, on Saturdays, from 8 to 4
o'clock ; Orphans’ Home, on Saturdays, at 11 o’clock A. M. The students
are conveyed to and from each of the above charities free of exp.emse, and to
those who have been regular in such attendance, a Diploma is granted by the
Oollege, at the end of the Course, in addition to the Regular Degree of the
Institution. Material is abundant in the Dissecting Room, and the Classes
have not only regular hours for dissection, but receive Lectures from the
Demonstrator at stated periods during each week.

Professor Smith, of the City University,-has placed in the Museum of the
College a very valuable chemical apparatus, with which he illustrates his
Lectures, which are not to be excelled by any Institution in the West.

‘With these advantages, and the earnest efforts of a united Faculty, the
prospects of the College are bright; and with pleasant feelings of good-
fellowship, it greets all other Homaopathic Colleges throughout the country,
both Enst and West, with the best wishes for Christmas-tide and the coming
year—1866.
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Materin PWenica.

NITRIC ACID.

Transiated from the French of A. Espanet,
BY H. B. CLARK, M, D., NEW BEDFORD, MASS.
(Continued from page 25, Vol. INI., No. 2.)

|

1II.—THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS.

. A. Nervous and Febrile Affections,—Of the indications for Nitric

Acid, regard must be paid, first of all, to the manner in which
the asthenia is manifested. It is a vital depression, excluding
scuteness of fever and phlegmasia, not only as concerns the
inflammatory element, but also in regard to all essential excite-
ment of the circulation. The symptomatic fevers of organic
lesions, ulcers, caries, mucous or, more frequently, sero-purulent
discharges from the nose, bronchia, intestines, or vagina, are
appropriate to Nitric Acid; they assume slow and hectic forms,
and constitute phthisis ; there are always colliquative dxscharges,
at least in sweats, which are nocturnal and fetid; or of urine,
which is also fetid, tarbid, muco-purulent and albuminous. A cold
skin, a sensation of habitual cold, remittent exacerbations in the
aﬁ.ernoon, intense heat at night, still farther characterize these

-
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hectic.forms, independently of the general diathesic symptoms,
and the local symptoms belonging to the lesion, the local
affection.

The asthenia which suits Vitric Acid affects the muscalar and
membranous fibres but secondarily, subsequent to and in conse-
quence of the impoverishment of the blood. This asthenia of the
fibre is not characteristic ; that which is so, affocts the capillary
system, the extremities of the veins, the cutaneous and mucous
pores, and the extremities of the exhalant and secretory vessels.
Such atony is shown in stagnation of the blood, in passive
hemorrhages, in mucous, salivary and purulent discharges,
which, from imperfect elaboration, rapidly acquire putrid and
fetid qualities, rather than acrid and corrosive. Moreover, this
atony of the exhalant vessels permits the escape of material
which the economy cannot so rapidly replace; thence ensues
great emaciation and a certain erethism of the circulatory and
nervous systems, which characterizes the last period of the
cachexia, and which belongs:

1st—To asthmatic affections, in which Nitric Acid is useful in
delicate subjects, especially those exhausted by venery when at
the same time there is fluent coryza, diarrhea, abundant
expectoration when free from paroxysm,

2d—1In the hysteria of nervous or lymphatic women who have
been subject to sexual indulgence, in whom the menses are
habitually excessive or suppressed from venous congestion of
the abdomen, provoking spasms of the womb; in such cases the
pains in the sacrum extend to the back and sides, and are
followed by risings in the stomach, flatulence and faintness,
the slightest sensation of pain being accompanied by trembling,
pectoral spasms, and the hysteric ball.

3d—In neuralgia.and pains in the bones, also dependent upon
the general condition, and manifested by nocturnal odontalgia,
migraine, sciatica, and in other rheumatic pains connected with
a syphilitic taint; the suppression of a gonorrheea, the abuse of
mercury, or a scrofulous cachexy.

4th—Nervous irritability, resulting from mercurial poison, is
also within the range of this medicine.

B. Ulcerations, Vegetations, Syphilitic and Mercurial Affections.
—Mercury does not always cure chancres nor all forms of
syphilis; some it aggravates and renders more obstinate. It is
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then necessary to resort to other medicines, among which Nitric
4cid is the most important.

In muguet and the aphthm of infants, or of old persons, this
remedy will often succeed when Mercury is insufficient; it is
even to be preferred to the other mineral acids, and to Borax;
it cures promptly the little cutaneous and mucous ulcerations
from the base of which arise fleshy vegetations, which bleed
easily. Thuya is to be preferred when there is neither fetid pus
or bleeding of the ulcerated surfaces. If we divide syphilis into
two stages, the ulcerative and the productive or exuberant,

" Mercury corresponds to the first, Nitric Acid to the second.
At the same time vegetations absolutely syphilitic, those usually
known as the cauliflower, ought to be treated by Mercury, unless
it has previously been given for at least a month. Some prac-
titioners alternate Nifric Acid with Thuya in the fleshy vegeta-
tions of chancres of the labia, of the internal face of the prepuce,
and of the anus; also for the smooth sycosic tumors, inflamed or
otherwise, condylomata, fici, pediculated or pointed, flat tubercles
of the mucous membrane. Nitric Acid is indicated in the warty
excrescences, which are oftentimes treated with Silex and Staph.,
and for the simple soft, reddish warts, which, more than any
other sycosic production, exhibits the elective action of Nitric
Acid on the skin.

All syphilitic affections which resist the action of Mercury
require Nitric Acid or the Jodide of Potassium; such as inflamma-
tions of the bones, periostitis, caries, especially caries of the
bones of the face. In these cases Aurum is nearly as effective,
a8 also in obstinate pains in the bones. Hepar-sulphur is equally
as useful as Nitric Acid when there is abundant suppuration, and
Sulphur in mercurial baldness ; but it is doubtful if either can
excel it in mercurial salivation.

Nitric Acid is furthermore suited to blenorrhagia caused or
aggravated by Mercury, and to that accompanied with fici or
due to vegetations. This sycosic gonorrhea seems sometimes
to require Thuya; it is sometimes so obstinate that, like military
gout, it requires the use of other medicines to suit the diathesis,
local condition, &c.—among them may be instanced Sulphur,
Lycopodium, Argent., Sepia, Hepar-sulph.

C. Fissures of the Anus.—Nitric Acid is specially applicable to
fissures of the anus, from its elective action on the skin, as well
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as its adaptability to syphilitic and mercurial symptoms. These
fissures often require other medicines for their cure, for the
treatment must be addressed to both elements of the affection,
the material lesion and the spasm ; for the fissure is but a narrow,
elongated ulcer, which determines the spasmodic contraction of
the sphincter. Oftentimes this contraction becomes the remain-
ing cause of the ulcer ; this is why Ignatia, especially when there
has been falling of the rectum, has sometimes alone sufficed to
care. This is also a reason why recourse may be necessary to
Nuz Vomica, Arsenic, Plumbum, Phos.-ac., Nat. Mur., Mezereum,
Zine, Thuya, or Silex, according to the accessory symptoms,
‘while Nitric Acid will be, if not indispensable, at least probably
necessary, and nearly always useful; for, independently of the
indications based upon the probability of a syphilitic cause, and
upon its action upon the dermoid tissue upon which the fissure
is based, it has still farther relations with the abdominal venous
system, with the hemorrhoidal veins, and with the anus.

D. Irritative and Blenorrhagic Afféctions of the Mucous Mem-
branes.—When it accords with the causes and concomitant
symptoms, Nitric Acid is equal in efficiency to Lycopodium,
Kali-carb., Hepar-sulph. and Stannum, in affections of the pulmo-
nary and other) mucous surfaces. It sometimes applies, like
Lycopodium, to lesions of the pulmonary parenchyma, and
better than it, to purulent formations in the liver and other
viscera, and even in the bones when the caries is of a purely
scrofulous nature.

Further indications for Nitric Acid may be found in asthenie
and colliquative discharges, sub-acute afféctions of the mucous
membranes, perspiration, sweating of the foet and armpits, with
offensive odors, in diarrheeic stools which are bilious from hepalic
affection or depending upon asthenia, or purulent and bloody
from putrid influences or from softening and ulceration; in
albuminous, and even diabetic urine; in syphilitic or mercurial
angina; in scorbutic stomatitis; in leucorrhea, otorrhes,
generally when consecutive to syphilitic affections, to bad
treatment, to exanthematic fevers; in chronic gastritis with
vomiting and regurgitation, crampy pains, diarrhea ; in scrofu-
lous ophthalmia with or without ulceration ;—in these cases the
action of Nitric Acid is aided by Pulsatilla ; in cases of ulceration
with burning and dryness, with acrid discharge of tears or of
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muco-pus, Arsenic is preferable. Nitric Acid is best adapted to
cases of ulceration of the cornea with discharge of pus, and in
scrofulous caries of the internal ear, in which affections Sulphur
and Hepar-sulphur are also very useful. Nitric Acid may some-
times be alternated advantageously with Phosphorus, or it may
be given alone in scrofulous ozena.

E. Cutaneous Affections.—Nitric Acid is suited to liver spots,
to syphilides, and in general to all eruptions resting on a copper
or reddish-brown color of the skin; it is also useful in the black
points which often disfigure the countenance, in humid tetter,
in ulcers which resemble chancre, in some cases of ‘mentagra
and acne, in corona veneris and impetiginous pustules, which are
also sometimes cared by Lycopodium, Phosphorus, Silicea, Dulca-
mara and Hepar; in the intertrigo of infants and of adults; in
chilblains appearing each year on the return of cold weather,
with cutting pains. In all these affections the indications for
Nitric Acid are more easily established when the concomitant
or local symptoms are characteristic of its action, when it
corresponds to the diathesis, and when there are mercurial or
syphilitic affections of however long standing.

Furthermere, such circamstances may sometimes indicate
the use of Nitric Acid in certain diseases which may seem less
appropriate to its sphere of action, snch as epilepsy, chronic
laryngitis, &c.

Doses.—We prefer to use a mixture of very pure water with
one or more drops of the lower dilutions, or even of the pure
acid, in dyscratic affections, febrile or otherwise, in apthous and
ulcerous lesions, and in mercurial salivation. In such cases,
lotions, injections and gargles of slightly acidulated water may
also be used. When treating vegetations and fici, it is well, in
addition to the internal use of the medicine, to touch the
excrescences with a mixture of one part of the Acid to three
or four of pure water. Mercurial affections generally require
doses of the 1st, 2d or 3d attenuation, administered constantly
for several weeks; stronger doses will be required, however,
when there is decided asthenia and deficient irritability, either
in febrile affections or in neuralgias, and in irritation of the
mucous membranes.
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Fragmentary . Proving of Croton Tiglium.

[The following singular case has been sent to us by a distin-
guished Homaeopathic physician of the East. The lesson it
teaches is worth remembering.—Eps.]

A gentleman of this city, who was troubled with an obscure
affection of the chest and stomach, was advised by his physician
(of the “regular” school), after a long and unsuccessful use of
internal remedies, to “rub Croton Oil on the chest.”” The
gentleman, having no critical knowledge of oils, and suspecting
nothing harmful under the pleasant name of Croton, procured a
small bottle of the article and, on going to bed, rubbed the chest
freely with it. e then relieved himself of urine, and got into
bed. Immediately he experienced burning and]stinging in the
virile member (which he had touched with the oily hand), with
an ardent desire for an embrace, which was gratified. Soon
after this, an exclamation from his wife indicated that she was
participating in the effects of the medicine. Her symptom was
a terrible burning in the vagina, and she demanded to know
“where he had been ?”” After satisfying her that the offending
matter was obtained at a respectable shop, they passed the
remainder of the night in assuaging, as much as possible, the
effects of their contretemps.

Unfortunately, the account of the experiment given by these
involuntary provers does not furnish many indications of a
practical character.

The Wayne Oounty Hommopathic Medical Society.

We have received the proceedings of the “ Wayne County
Homaeopathic Medical Society,” and congratulate the Association
upon its flourishing condition. The meeting was held at Palmyra
on the 5th of December, 1865, the President, D. Chase, M. D.,
presiding. Interesting communications were received and read,
and lively discussions on medical topics ensued—among others,
the old question in regard to the use of Quinine in the treatment
of Intermittent fever. The following is a part of the resolutions
in reference to Cholera, which were unanimously adopted :
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WHEREAS, a terrible and deadly epidemic is about to visit our
land, imperiling the lives of thousands of our fellow-creatures,
and by the alarm, anxiety and despair consequent, of thousands
more ; and as unity and concert of action among physicians tend
to lessen such mortality and advance the science of medicine;
and since the Reports, now existing in the archives of the British
Parliament, show a death rate of 59.2 per cent. under Allopathic
treatment, and under Homoopathic treatment of 16.4, as the
comparative results of the two modes of treatment during the
Cholera e})idemic of 1854; and whereas, Dr. Macloughlin, an
eminent Allopath of large experience in the treatment of Cholera
cases, together with the Government Inspector of Cholera Hos-
pitals, endorsed the Report drawn up by the Homaeopathic School
of Medicine, containing an acoount of the method of treatment
adopted by them, whereby the death rate was 16.4 per cent.; and
gince it would seem best to preserve a record of all the cases of
Cholera successfully or otherwise treated during the coming
geason : therefore,

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be tendered Dr. Macloughlin
for the fearless and open manner in which he expresses his
opinions when convinced of their truth and utility, and that
we consider the action of Dr. Macloughlin as typical of the
true practitioner, who has the interests of mankind and the
advancement of the science of medicine at heart : and farther-
more be it

Resolved, That each practitioner be requested to keep a record
of all cases of Cholera treated by himself or that comes under
his notice, whether successful or otherwise, the two results to be
kept separate, and that a copy of such reports be sent to the
Secretary of the County Society to which he belongs, or to the
Secretary of the nearest County Society, should there be none
in the County in which he resides; and it shall be the duty of
the Secretaries of the several County Societies to preserve a
copy on file of said report, and to transmit a duplicate copy to
the Secretary of the State Society, which copy is by him to be
published in the transactions of the State Society.

Another Hospital.

The Protestant-Episcopal Church of this city is about estab-
lishing a charity, which is to be called St. Luke’s Hospital. The
building has been procured, the officers appointed, and a portion
of the requisite fands has been contributed. The main feature
in the establishment is, that the Board have already determined
to set apart wards in which the treatment shall be exclusively
Homeopathic, and every patient shall have perfect liberty to
select the system of treatment he prefers, This will make four
hospitals in this city in which our system is practiced.
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Surgery.
FOUR CASES OF ANCHYLOSIS.

BY WM, TOD HELMUTH, M. D.

Anchylosis—or, as it is sometimes spelled, Ankylosis—signifies,
in surgical nomenclature, an affection of a joint in which motion
is either entirely or partially lost.

The derivation of the word, however, does not at all indicate
that it should be used in such a sense, as the English word
“angle” or “angular” comes directly from the Latin wncus,
which in turn takes its derivation from the Greek angkulos.
According to, Celsus, tho term was used in ancient times to
indicate a contracted joint.

The loss of motion is occasioned by deposits of a fibrous or
osseous character, which are found either within or surrounding
an articulation. We have True Anchylosis when motion is
entirely lost, which is generally ocoasioned by ossific deposits; -
Synostosis being used to designate such a condition,—while
False Anchylosis indicates that motion is more or less impaired.

Loss of motion in a joint, in certain cases, may be looked upon
as a method of cure, as described by Liston.* Hunter,} in his
Lectures on the Principles of Syrgery, makes five kinds of bony
Anchylosis, and though concise in description, they are very
complete. They are as follows: 1st—From lateral attachment,
where there is no joint—as the union of the tibia and fibula, of
two ribs, or two meta-tarsal or meta-carpal bones. 2d—In the
surrounding parts. 3d—Between bone and bone, the ossific
deposits taking place in the intermediate substance, as between
vertebra and vertebra. 4th—By the capsular ligament. 5th—
By the whole substance of the articulation.

There is also another subdivision made by authors in reference
to other circumstances—first as to position, angular or straight ;
or as to complication, simple or compound. It has also been
noticed that whenever Anchylosis affects the amphiarthroses,
Synostosis is the result, but the diarthodial joints can be affected

* Elements of Surgery, p. 60. 18837. 1 P. 810.
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with either spurious or true anchylosis, although bony union is
more frequent in the ginglymoid, and false or spurious Anchy-
losis in the enarthodial.

The affection in question may be produced by various causes,
and all those affections whieh give rise to inflammations in or
around joints, whether arthritic, scrofulous, traumatic or syphi-
litic in character, are known to be productive of either one or
the other form of the disease.

It is not the intention of this short paper to enter into the -
groat variety of adhesions that may take place in and around
the various and complicated joints of the human body, but to
proceed at once to the detail of the cases in question, after a
word or two in reference to the great difficulty in diagnosing
the different forms of the disease. In the olden time it was
considered as an impossible thing to diagnose true Synostosis
from false anchylosis. Mr. Bonnett wrote—“We have no
certain signs by which we can recognize bony Anchylosis;” but
since the introduction of Chloroform, the diagnosis is made more
easy. If anmsthesia had done nothing else, the assistance it
renders the surgeon in this disease alone would be sufficient to
make it invaluable.

Any one who has had opportunity of examining and treating
these cases, is fully aware that so soon as any attempt is made
to“ handle” the limb, the patient, from the consciousness of the
suffering he has already undergone, the painfulness of slight
motion, the sensitiveness of the joint, and other circumstances,
immediately and: almost unconsciously resists; the voluntary
muscles are put upon the stretch and the limb remains fixed,
and the greater the effort made by the manipulator, the greater
will be the exertion on the part of the patient to prevent the
motion. What a different result is obtained when the patient
is fully under the influence of Chloroform! Let me here,
therefore, offer some rules which I have condensed from Brod-
hurst, whose work on the specialty is of the highest merit, and
whose success in the treatment of anchylosis is world-renowned.

1. Use always the greatest gentleness in handling an affected

joint; let the pressure be gradual and steady.

2. As a genetal rule, the sensation of solidity, in bony anchy
losis, is unmistakable in grasping the limb, above and below the

articulation. 8Bony consolidation in the moveable articulations
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is 80 'rare, howeveMation should always be insti-
tated after.the full effect of Chloroform has been obtained.

3. False anchylosis is the rule; and it is so common, that
adhesions should always be held to be fibrous, until they are proved
to be bony.

4. Immobility alone is not a sign of Synostosis; it not unfre.
quently exists where the adhesions are fibrous.

5. Immobility will frequently exist until muscular action is
entirely subdued by the ansthetie.

6. Whenever muscles can be thrown into action so as to
render the tendons prominent or tense about a joint, the adhesions
are not bony.

These rules are of the greatest possible service to the surgeon
when called upon to give an opinion as to the state of a limb
which has a stiffened joint, for very frequently upon his decision,
in a case of the kind, the happiness of after-life may depend.

In the treatment of Synostosis, much may be done to relieve
the patient. Firstly, by the establishment of a false joint.
Secondly, by an operation similar to the famous ome of Dr,
Rhea, Barton, of Philadelphia, an angular limb, totally useless,
or worse than useless, from its constantly incommoding the
patient, and great unsightliness, may be rendered useful, straight
and of comely aspect. This operation was performed by Dr.
Barton on the hip in 1826, and on the knee in 1838; and Dr.
Gibson also successfully resorted to it in complete Synostosis of
the knee. Other surgeons have also been successful in the
operation. Thirdly, by fracturing—where the osseous adhesions
are comparatively slight—the offending tissue,and thus restoring
motion.

The latter method, however, must be done very cautiously ;
and great discrimination must be used on the part of the surgeon
in selecting such cases as may be favorable for operation. The
older surgeons state positively that “no attempt should ever be
made to cure, though every possible exertion should be made to
prevent true anchylosis.” I quote the words of Samuel Cooper-
But Conservative Surgery teaches a different lesson. Cases are
upon record in which, by accident, bony adhesions have been
ruptured and motion restored.

In false anchylosis, the methods of cure are, forcxble exten-
sion, sub-cutaneous divisions of muscles, tendons and fascie, and
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gradual extension. The methods may be dkemplified in the
following cases.

Case I.—A young woman, aged 27 years, was brought to me
with partial anchylosis of the temporo-maxillary articulation,
from long-continued rheumatic inflammation. She was of a
strumous habit,and the disease had existed for some considerable
time. Having had under my care a case of complete anchylosis
of this joint—which I reported, some years since, in the North
American Journal of Homeeopathy— I was prepared with the

- necessary appliances, and immediately resorted to forcible
extension. Having placed her fully under the influence of
Chloroform, I introduced the jaws of the instrument (which,
when closed, resemble an iron wedge, but which are forcibly
separated by means of a screw and lever) between the teeth on
the affected side, and putting the instrument in motion, suc-
ceeded in opening the mouth to its fullest extent. As is usual
in such cases, the adhesions gave way with a loud snap, and
freedom of motion resulted. Swelling and inflammation followed,
during the height of which perfect quiet of the affected parts was
enjoined, the parts being rubbed constantly with campborated
oil. So soon as the swelling subsided, a wedge of hickory wood
was placed between the teeth during the day, thus keeping the
Jjaws forcibly separated, but she was allowed during the night to
have it removed. After two weeks of this treatment, the forcign
substance was dispensed with, and she was ordered to talk as
much as possible—not a.very difficult thing for a female—and to
chew constantly through the day portions of hard cracker. By
these means motion was perfectly restored.

Case 11—A young, healthy girl, of about twenty years of

age, a seamstress by trade, had received a very deep burn in

- the palm of the left hand. During the healing process, the

index, middle and ring fingers were drawn over the palm,

rendering them not only useless to her in her avocation, but a

source of counstant mental irritation from'their unsightliness.

She could not wear a glove, and generally, in the presence of

company, concealed her hand from view. I placed her under
the influence of Chloroform, and endeavored to resort to forcible
extension; but the adhesions, both by the palmar fascie and the
contraction of tendons, were so great that I found it was
impossible, with prudence, to straighten the fingers. I there-
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fore, with a tenotomy knife, made sub-cutaneous section of the
tendons, and also in two different places divided the palmar
aponeurosis. Her hand was then covered, and she was told to
return in & week. At her second visit I found the punctures
healed, and having again administered the anmsthetic, straight-
ened the fingers with little difficulty. No apparatus was used
in this case, as she was requested to constantly move the
previously stiffened joints with the other hand. It is alwaysa
rule to allow all punctures to heal before resorting to extension,
else, as was often the result in those cases treated by Dieffenbach
and others, the slight puncture is converted into a severe
laceration.
. Cask II1.—A boy, aged about twelve years, was thrown from
a horse and fractured the superior extremity of the ulna. After
three months he was brought to this city, with his arm at an
obtuse angle, and with slight motion at the joint. The parts
~ were swollen, sensitive and painful, and therefore I resolved
upon the gradual extension plan, An instrument was applied,
constructed by Mr. Schleiffarth, consisting of two plates of
German silver united by a hinge, and both plates bent in such
a manner that the superior would embrace the lower part of the
- humerus, and the inferior the upper part of the fore-arm. These
were connected by & screw, by turning which the plates could
be brought to any angle required. This apparatus was placed
upon the arm, and the parents erdered to turn the serew in one
direction in the morning, and the contrary direction at night
with strict directions, however, that flexion should be made first.
This is also an important rule. By resorting first to flexion,
the vessels of importance are not so likely to be injured as when
extension is used. The case proceeded well, and the father
informed me that after a couple of months perfect motion was
restored.

Case IV.—A German boy, aged about nine years, received a
severe wound with an axe across the lower part of the condyles
of the femur and the upper part of the tibia, involving also the
patella. After the wound healed, anchylosis resulted. When I
saw the boy, his leg was bert at nearly a right angle; he could
not move without his crutches, and his parents were in the
greatest state of despondency regarding the deformity. I exam-
ined him very carefully, and following the rules already enume-
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rated, came to the conclusion that the case could be at least
much benefited. Here I resolved to resort to forcible flexion,
and if this proved impracticable, to divide the tendons and
fasciee, and afterwards endeavor to restore the limb. I placed
" him fully under the influence of Chloroform, and began to put
the tendons on the stretch. When the boy was not entirely
insensible, the voluntary muscles would prevent all motion ; but
80 soon as the anmsthesia was complete, very slight mobility was
observable. As the flexion was continued, I could distinctly
feel the minor adhesions giving way. I still continued the
pressure, when suddenly, with a report so loud as to alarm the
bystanders, the joint became flexible in my hands. Great
sensitiveness and pain and swelling followed; symptomatic
fever also was induced, which, however, was controlled by the
sppropriate medicines. Every day for a week the limb was
moved, the patient always having to be placed under the
influence of Chloroform. An apparatus similar to that used in
fractures of the femur, to graduate extension and counter-
extension, was put on the boy’s limb, and he then came under
the care of Dr. Walker, my time of service having expired at
the Hospital. The treatment was continued, the flexiqn and
extension being graduated from time to time, and the boy, with-
mt his erutches, runs and plays as other children. :

-0

EPI]iEMIG OCHOLERA.

BY G. 8. WALKER, M.D.

For the third time within the memory of those still living,
that most terrible Epidemic of modern times—the Asiatic
Cholera—is approaching our shores. Like the star of Empire,
Westward it takes its way. From its charnel-house, amid the
swamps and lowlands of the East, it bas again burst forth and,
stalking over Asia and Europe, is spreading terror and dismay
in its march of desolation. Within the coming summer it will
doubtless be in our midst.

It behooves every true physician to be on the alert, and renew
his knowledge of this Epidemic in every possible manner, so that
he may be prepared to meet and combat it with the utmost pro-




54 Western Homeeopathic Observer.

fessional skill; and also that he may be enabled to give the very
best advice to his patrons and the public as to preventives and
proper hygiene.

We are not of those who love panics, neither would we wish
to add one iota towards the creation of a panic; but we believe
that it is necessary to excite the fears of the community, and of
corporations, sufficiently to make them realize the danger and
prepare to meet it. The soldier who acquits himself best, and
displays the greatest bravery in front of the enemy, is he who
grows pale with fright before the battle; and not he who is
indifferent until the battle opens. The real coward never is
panic-stricken until, in the midst of the battle, he sees his
companions stricken down beside him ; and at the very moment
when stout hearts are most needed to stand up against the
enemy, his craven fears and trembling knees make him an casy
victim. Depend upon it, a certain amount of fear of the
approaching pestilence is necessary, to urge our city officers
and citizens to do their duty towards the public and themselves.
“To be forewarned, is to be forearmed,” says the proverb ; but
it is only true in case the forewarning stimulates to the necessary
preparhtions, ’

Cholera is no new disease. It existed in India as far back as
1629, being an Endemic Disease confined to the Delta of the
Ganges. In 1817 it broke camp and left its usual sfamping-

- ground, invading Upper Hindoostan, spreading from province
to province, principally along the rivers and traveled highways,
until it not only overran all of Hindoostan, but by 1820 or 1821
it had attacked the principal cities and towns of the whole of
Southern Asia, In 1820 it reached the Eastern coast of Africa,
and the next year overspread the Chinese Empire. Gradually
it extended itself throughout Asia Minor, Persia and Tartary.
In 1829 it appeared at Orenburg in Russia. Ascending the
rivers und the great thoroughfares of travel, every principal
city and town of the Russian Empire was successively the scene
of its desolation. It reached Moscow in September, 1820, and,
contrary to all theories formed of it, raged there during the
entire winter. At length, having visited nearly every city of
Continental Europe, it reached over to the Isles of Great Britain
and, on the 4th of November, 1831, claimed its first victim at
Sunderland.” It was not until the following March that it
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appeared in Paris, where, in one short month, 20,000 persons
succumbed to the destroyer.

On the 8th of June, 1832, it was firsl seen on this side of the
Aflantic, in the city of Quebec. Two days after, it was in
Montreal, and thence it pursued a rapid course along the St.
Lawrence and the Lakes to the Valley of the Mississippi. New
York was suddenly and unexpectedly attacked by it on the
2th of June, as would appear, by direct ship communication,
and not from that part which struck the shores of Canada.

From New York it spread up the Hudson, and Southwardly
to the Bay of the Delaware and of the Chesapeake. About
the beginning of November it reached Charleston. In the
following spring (1833) it visited Cuba, gnd before the end of
the year it was in Mexico.

In 1883, during the month of October, it suddenly appeared
in St. Louis—spreading down the Mississippi to New Orleans in :
a very few weeks.

In this country it prevailed more or less until 1834, or for a
little over two years from its commencement, when it rather
suddenly disappeared from the Continent.

In India, the place of its birth, it still continued as an Endemic |
tigease, limited mostly to the province of Bengal and parts of
Korthern Hindoostan, until the year 1847, when it again com-
menced its march of desolation. Before the close of 1847 it
dgain invaded Europe, and advanced regularly Westward as
before, pursuing the same general course as it had traveled in
its previous career.

In its second advent it reached Staten Island on the 1st of
December, 1848—making an interval between the attacks of
nearly seventeen years. On the 10th of the same month it was
introduced by emigrants into the city of New Orleans. From
there it extended up the Mississippi, reaching Memphis on the
22d of December, and St. Louis during the Christmas Holidays.

During the summer of 1849 it followed the emigrants on their
way to the Pacific coast, producing considerable mortality, The
greatest mortality along this route was in the following summer
of 1850, when it was literally crowded with emigrants on their
way to the gold fields of California. The whole route was lined
with graves of victims of this fearful Epidemic.

In September, 1850, it reached Sacramento and San Francisco
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almost simultaneously, by overland emigrants, and by passengers
from the Isthmus of Panama. In Sacramento the' deaths
amounted to nearly one-fifth of the entire population.

Every summer, until 1855, it continued to ravage the Valley
of the Mississippi, until many supposed it had become natu-
" ralized. In 1855, however, it disappeared entirely from this

country, and was soon found to have retired to its native
jungles in India.

" During the spring of the year just gone, the Cholera was
again discovered to be overspreading its usual boundaries
It suddenly appeared in Mecca, on thelshores of the Red Ses,
in June, 1865, producing an almost unheard-of destruction
among the hundreds'of thousands of Pilgrims who annually
throng that city to do homage to the shrine of Mahomet.
. On the route from Mecea to Alexandria, which was filled with
the worshipers of Islam, it was fearfully fatal. Alexandria,
Cairo and Constantinople have been attacked, and from thence
it oxtended to the Christian city of Jerusalem. At this time it
is raging in Marseilles, and evidently exists in Paris, although
not allowed to be officially announced. A few cases have
occurred in Southampton, England. It is not a matter of
dispute that the reported cases arriving at Staten Island in the
ship Atlantic by the way of Havre, during the month of
November last, were real cases of Cholera, though we have
no evidence that any cases have occurred in the city of New
York—making an interval of a little over seventeen years since
its second advent. By report, the disease has also reached
Guadaloupe, in the French West Indies, and Vera Cruz, in
Mexico. )

Sporadic cases have been reported by physicians in St. Louis,
but there is no good reason to suppose that they were of the
true Asiatic form.

The general course of its progress is always Westward, yet it
makes many detours laterally. Preferring to follow streams
and the highways of travel, yet it does not entirely disdain to
leap over large spaces without victims, and fall suddenly upon
an isolated city or town. A singuiar contrast between Cholera
and Epidemic Erysipelas, in their modes of propagation, I myself
observed in California in 1850 and 1851. Cholera spread from
the cities below into the mountains, not by the line of travel,
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which was along the ridges, or the backbone of the mountains,
which raised themselves between the rivers, sometimes to the
height of several thousand feet, but along the rivers, from
miners to miners; whereas Epidemic FErysipelas, which fol-
lowed the Cholera in 1851, spread from the mountains, not
down the rivers, but along the ridges, from ranche to ranche,
and only reaching the mountain streams by direct communica-
tion of the miners with the ranches scattered at intervals on
the ridges of the mountains. The Cholera became milder as it
increased its elevations above the sea; the Epidemic Erysipelas
decreased in mallgmty as it approached the valleys and low-
lands.

Mountainous ranges act as barriers to the progress of Cholera
on some ococasions, and on others do not. The Nepaul Moun-
tains, in the Northern part of India, arrested its codrse for
several years, but it finally passed over them, to be completely
checked by the Himalaya. In 1849 the Sierra Nevada was a
barrier to its progress into California, although the tide of
emigration was tremendous; but in 1850 these mountains did
not seem to offer the least obstruction. It never surmounted
the Alleghanies. Pittsburg and other cities immediately West
of these mountains were not attacked by Cholera until 1854,
and then it was communicated by the Ohio river by the way of
the Mississippi.

Deserts and oceans are crossed with equal facility. Summer
is its favorite season, yet it did not disdain to visit Moscow in
the dead of winter, with the thermometer far below zero.” Cold
weather did not stay its approach along the Valley of the
Mississippi in the winter of 1848-49. '

Densely populated countries favor its advent, but it is not a
stranger in some sparsely peopled districts. - It is thought by
some that its miasm exists, in the atmosphere, but opposing
winds in no way check its progress. The numerous theories as
to its causes and ita mode of propagation, although many are
ingenious, yet they all fail to satisfy the demands of reason. It
defies analysis. It is sui generis—inexplicable.

All classes of persons are exposed to its attacks—-black and
white, male and female, young and old, robust and feeble.
Neither does one attack exempt any individual from a se¢ond.
Its victims, as a general rule, are selected from the lower walks
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of life—among those who have not the means of living in a
regular way, or of finding shelter oxcept in the more filthy and
crowded portions of populous cities.

The course of its march in different epidemics, its duration in
a given place, and its general mortality in every city and country
which it has visited, are singularly uniform,

If it attacks a city the second time during the same Epidemic,
it is usually milder. The recurrence of Cholera in this city in
1854 was an exception, the cases being more fatal than in 1849.
The number of cases, however, were fower.

According to the best Allopathic statistics, the ratio of
mortality in the various Epidemics of Asiatic Cholera is about
50 per cent.—that is, one-half die of those attacked. In public
hospltals the mortality is a little more, and in private practice a
little less. On the Continent, in 1830, ’31 and ‘32, the average
mortality in private practice, as far as could be estimated, was
39 per cent., and in hospitals 58 per cent.

In New York, in 1849 and ’50, in private practice the mortal-
ity was 34 per cent., and in hospitals 53 per cent.

In St. Louis, according to the estimated average of Dr. Rey-
burn,* it was in private practice from 85 to 37 per cent., or
more than one death in 8 cases. In the two hospltals the same
authority quotes it at 563 per cept.

Calculating the general mortality over all civilized countries,
from ap immense number of statistics collected by Allopathic
writers, the. ratio of deaths is just one-half. According to their
own stalements, it seems to make very little difference what
remedies were used—the general average of deaths, under their
treatment, remained the same.

. Under, Homoeopathlc treatment, the mortality, calculated
precisely in the same manner, is reduced to almost an incredible
extent—the general average of deaths in private and hospital
practice not being over 16 per cent. 1In private practice, 11 per
cent., or one death in every 9 cases, is the highest average, and
in hospitals 83 per cent. It is fair to allow that the gemeral
average would be cons1derab]y increased over this estimate if
the number treated in Homaeopathic hospitals were equal to

*Vide Reyburn’s Report on the Diseases of Missouri and Jows, Trans..
of Am. Med. Association, Vol. 8, p. 92,




Western Homaeopathic Observer. 59

those treated in Allopathic ones. But it must be observed that
the mortality could not be over 33 per cent. if all the cases
occurred in hospitals, which is a lower rate of mortality than
that obtained by Allopaths in their private practice.

(To be continued, with the remarks of the St. Louis Hom,. Medical Society.)

Eritorinl,

«THE NEW ENGLAND MEDICAL GAZETTE.”

‘We are very glad to be able to announce that a monthly Journal, bearing
the above title, is about to be issued in Boston. We were well aware that
several of the most prominent and active members of the Homaopathic
school, residing in New England, had long since known the necessity of
establishing a periodical which should circulate freely among the physicians
of that section of country, as well as throughout the world, but no very
decided steps were taken in the matter until it was broached at the last
meeting of the Boston Academy of Homeopathic Medicine; whereupon,
with that caution and prudence which characterize the individuals who
revolve around the ¢ Hub,” a circular was published to ascertain the expe-
dienacy of entering immediately upon the fleld of Journalism. To this circular
sach a hearty response was returned, that the enterprise was immediately
inaugurated. But the question then arose, How shall the Journal be placed
upon a secure foundation—how shall the interests of all physicians in New
England be made to centre in one focus? The plan adopted was most
felicitous, and does great credit to the originators. A Joint 8tock Company
was formed, with a secured capital, under the titlé of the ¢ New England
Medical Gazette Association,” with the following Board of Direction:
I. 1. Talbot, M.D., President; S. Whitney, M.D., Treasurer ; H. C. Angle,
M.D., Editor; and S. Gregg, M.D., H. L. Chase, M.D., O. S. S8anders, M.D.,
David Thayer, M.D., Directors. The first number will appear on the 15th of
this month, and regularly on the 15th day of each month thereafter, and will
coniain twenty-four octavo pages.

This Journal will succeed :—because it is securely established before the
first number goes to press, because it has an Angel for an Editor, because
there is talent enough and pride enough among the New England physicians
to see it prosper ; and, say we, long life to it.

OBITUARY.

It is with feelings of great sadness that we have to record the death of
A. W. WALKER, M.D., of Pontiac, Michigan. Dr. Walker came to Saint
Louis to stady medicine in 1859, and received the Degree of the Homao-
pathic Medical College of Missouri in 1861. During his connection with the
Institution he endeared himself to all the Professors, not only by his bright-
ness of intellect and capacity for study, but by his cheerfulness of manner,
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his zeal for Homeeopathy, and his steady and gentlemanly deportment. It
was during these terms that a lasting friendship was commenced between the
deceased and Drs, Wales, Pratt, McAffee, and others, which we have reason
to believe was more strongly cemented in after life. :

1t was but little more than one month ago that we received a letter from
him, bearing still the impress of his attachment to- Homeeopathy. It speaks
for itself—it speaks of youth, health and activity; it speaks of a pleasant
future; it speaks a mind anxious to endow itself for the fleld in which it
was o exercige itself;—and as we read it, the thought came upon us, ¢ Here
is one that will make his mark.” But Gol ordained it otherwise. "We may
be pardoned for giving a few extracts from this letter, but we do so to furnish
evidence of tho man. He writes, in a letter dated November 24, 1865 :

“ PoNTIAC, Michigan, Nov. 2, 1865.

¢ DEAR PROFESSOR ;—Perhaps you can find time, amidst your twofold
duties, to peruse a few lines from one of the students of the Western Hom.
Coll. Mo.—one who was with her in her tenderest infancy.

¢« [ have often thought of you with the rest of the Professors then in the Col-
le%e, and always with feelings of pleasure and gratitude. Since I graduated
I have been in active practice, not being obliged to wait; for when I returned
with my parchment, I was ushered into a fleld in which to work—and worZ,
work, it has proved to be ever since, and prospects are quite flattering that
such is to be the order of the days. Yet they say Homaopathy is DYING out!
‘We have eight or nine Regulars in our little city, and to-day we would not
exchange our practice for all put together. 'We have all we can attend, and
some of the time more. * * * % % # There are no Homceopaths
within 25 miles of us, but quite a number are needed. Should you know of
any smart young man that graduates next spring, one that can be relied
upon, send him to Bay City, Mich., which is 8 fine opening for & good

omoeopathist. * * #* ¥ % How many students have you in youg

resent session ? ‘Where do you hold forth? If either you or Prof. Tem
ad received as many letters as I had resolved to write, you would have,
ago, cried out, ¢ Hold! Enough!’

I have hardly been away from my practice since I graduated, and I de
not see but I am as much tied at home as many others who are much older
in the Profession. I would like very much to take enother Course, having
had some practical experience. I have had some cases that to me were

uliarly interesting, and have resolved very many times to give you ashort
istory of some. .

““We have had quite a number of cases of Ascifes, and somebow our
Materia Medica runs short,—for we cannot even make one ecure, although
we can palliate. I mean simon-pure Ascites, where it does not follow
any acute malady such as Scarlet Fever, &. Wae have tried low and
high attenuations. * * % * * % ¥ TWe arenow having Bilious
and Typhoid fever, the latter especially, but succeed probably as well as usual.

¢« Answer soon, and believe me, as ever,
‘ Yours in the cause of ¢ Similia similibus eurantur,’

“A. W. WALKER.”

This letter was dated Nov. 2d, 1865, and he died on the twenty-ninth day
of the same month. His illness was a fever of malignunt, type, and wag but
of a week’s duration. He leaves a wife and one child, and a large circle of
friends, among whom are numbered the entire Faculty of the Homceopathic
Medical College of Missouri. T A
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MURIATIC ACID.

Translated from the French of A. KEspanet,
BY H. B. CLARK, M. D., NEW BEDFORD, MASS.

I.-—HISTORY.

With the progress of therapeutics, which tends more and more
to establish indications upon the physiological action of medi-
cines, it is astonishing that amthors should class Mur.-ac. so
diversely.

Thus, while Professor Trousseau* calls it a simple astringent
tonic, and then stops, Gincomini announces its virtues a prior? as
a vasculo-venous hyporthenic. The first considers only its chemical
and mechanical properties ; the second divines its dynamic prop-
erties, but does not determine its indications.

Muriatic Acid has been but little used, though proved by
Hahnemann and some of his disciples. Yet its physiological
effects accord well with the clinical results obtained up to this
time, and justly demand the attention of the practitioner.

It has some analogy with Moschus in its febrile symptoms,

* Traite de Therapeutique et de Mat. Med. 6th ed. Paris. 1868.
10 ’
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with Mercury in its lesions and its cachexy. But the febrils
symptoms of Moschus are nervous, from its direct action on the
cerebro-spinal system ; while those of Mur.-acid are the result of
its action upon the blood and upon the liquids and solids gen-
erally. And, while it has certain analogies with Mere., it is by
its diathesis more closely related to the other mineral acids.

II.—PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS.

The pains of Mur.-ac. are tearing, rapid, accompanied by
prickling and weakness, or diminished by movement, as if by
determining more blood or nervous influence to the part, it was
rendered less sensitive. The pains in the joints have the sensa-
tion of breaking. There is deep-seated pain in the limbs, heat,
painful sensibility of the periosteum, great apathy, fear of move-
ment, oppressive sense of heaviness, tottering gait, extreme
sensibility to humid cold.

In premonitory febrile symptoms, cold predominates ; feverish
heat, without thirst; great agitation, with fever ; frequent, inter-
mitting and irregular pulse; dropsical swellings ; passive hemor-
rhages ; dryness of the mouth; irritations with smarting; burning;
ulcerations of the various mucous membranes of the organs of
sense and of the viscera; muscular inertia, extending to the
fibres of the intestines and of the muscular membranes ; the
vegetative life is profoundly affected, more by the venous system
than the lymphatic; there is itching and burning, scabby erup-
tions, furuncles, black pustules, putrid and painful nlcers.

The venous character of the chronic state is manifested by
these eruptions and by such symptoms as the following : sensa-
tion of burning, which accompanies all irritation of the mucous
membranes and cutaneous lesions ; hemorrhages by transudation
from the mucous membranes ; heemorrhoids with itching, burning
and bleeding.

III.-THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS.

- Muriatic Acid is useful in many afflictions of persons of broken
down constitutions of a venous habit, in whom the muscular
system is torpid, or who are affected with partial paralysis;
these conditions are found in certain convalescents, in drunk-
ards, in those who have indulged in sexual excesses and in high
livers; when there is dryness of the skin, serous collections in
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the peritoneum and elsewhere, scabby eruptions without dis-
tinctive character, itching of the skin, the arms, the vulva;
passive heemorrhoids, swelling of the ends of the fingers and toes
with livid redness and burning pain ; torpor and pallor of the
fingers ; bright redness of the cheeks, pimpies on the face;
swelling and redness of the eyelids; chronic relaxation of the
sphincters ; abundance of urine with incontinence ; stools difficult
of evacuation in consequence of inertia of rectum, or involuntary
stools with discharge almost as soon as desire is felt ; irritation
of vulva and of the prepuce with burning, ulceration with thin
and acrid or bloody secretion; impotency; menses too soon;
irritation of the mouth with pustules and soft ulcers; scorbutic
swelling of the gnms; hoarseness and sense of excoriation in the
larynx; hardness of hearing,

In order to better characterize some of these indications, we
will cite gangrenous angina, in which this medicine has analogies
with Quinine. It is equally indicated with the latter also in the
treatment of cutaneous and mucous lesions, aphthe and ulcers,
when the atony is followed by putrid swelling and signs of
decomposition bordering on or symptomatic of humid gangrene.
It follows Merc. well in malignant aphthe, and Staph. in humid
tetter with infectious and sanious secretion. After Ars.,
Mur.-ac. is best indicated in the erysipelatous inflammation of
the scrotum in chimney-sweeps.

But it has been most frequently employed in severe febrile
affections, when its indications are nearly always those of the
most unfavorable prognosis: thus, in fevers and febrile exan- |
thems, when there are dark petechie with typhus symptoms,
tomplicated with passive hemorrhages and bloody exudation
especially if Ars. has been used unsuccessfully.

The febrile symptoms of Mur.-ac. corgespond to certain typhic
conditions of the following character: prostration, decubitus,
tendency of the patient to slide to the foot of the bed; fetid,
serous diarrheea ; tympanitis, borborygmus, flatulent or mvolun-
tary stools; disposition to throw off the clothes, pulse frequent,
small, intermittent; alternate flushing of the cheeks, prolonged
epistaxis, snoring, agitation and groaning during sleep, lips
cracked, mouth dry and fuliginous, saliva viscid, breath fetid,
speech embarrassed as though the tongue wero parslyzed; and
in the most severe cases there is such prostration of the muscular
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force that partial paralysis ensues, or paralysis of the lungs is
threatened. Ars. and Phos. are the most analogous medicines,
though Mur.-ac. is to be preferred when the urine is abundant
and clear.,

Aphthe and miliary eruptions show themselves less frequently
than diarrhea: there is no delirium except as the frightful and
anxious dreams may give rise to momentary aberration of mind;
otherwise passivity of the intellectual faculties and of the senses
is the ordinary condition, and is in perfect harmony with the
exhaustion of the forces.

This physical and moral tendency distingunishes the cases of
typhus, typhoid and severe nervous fevers, which require Mur.-
acid, from these in which Moschus and Valerian are appropriate.

Doses.—The doses should be small in proportion to the re-
active power of the patient; when this is considerable, a few
drops of the 1st to the 6th attenuation in a tamblerfall of water
may be given by the spoonful every hour. There is more fre-
quently torpor and asthenia to overcome, when we may resort
to the pure acid—10 or 15 drops to a quart of sweetened water—
particularly in cases of prostration with passive hemorrhage.

C@ractice of Wedicine,
EPIDEMIO CHOLERA.

BY G. 8. WALKER, M.D.

(Continued from page 59.)

To the popular mind it must seem singular that this immense
difference in favor of Homeopathic treatment does not induce
physicians of the Old School to more frequently bring these
facts to the test of experience. Notwithstanding the better
educated of them, and those having the largest experience in
the treatment of Cholera, have little or no faith in the efficacy
of their remedies; yet their prejudice and their preconceived
opinions will not allow them to turn aside from their depressents
and stimulants to investigate the sublime truth of that great law
of cure—Similia similibus curanter. None are so blind as those
who will not see. Like Ephraim of old, they are joined to their
idols. Their utter want of faith in their own treatment can be
well illustrated by a few examples.



Western Honueopathic Observer. 65

Dr. Elliotson, who was at the time Physician to St. Thomas’s
Hospital in London, and & man of high authority in Allopathic
ranks, says, in regard to the treatment of Cholera:

“ As respects this country, I cannot but think that if all the
patients had been left alone, the mortality would have been
much the same as it had been. If all the persons attacked with
it had been put into warm beds, made comfortable, and left
alone—although many would have died who have been saved—
yet, on the whole, I think the mortality would not have been
greater than after all that has been done; for we are not in the
least more informed as to the proper remedies than we were
when the first cases of Cholera ocourred; we hdve not been
instructed in the least by those who have had the disease to
treat. Some say that they have cured the disease by bleeding;
others by calomel ; others by opium ; and others, again, say
that opium does harm. No doubt many poor creatures died
uncomfortably, who would have died tranquilly if nothing had
been done to them. Some were placed in hot water or in hot
air, and had opium and calomel and other stimulants, which
altogether were more than their systems would bear, and more
than would have been borne if they had been treated even in
perfect health., I am sorry to say, that of the cases I had to
treat, the patients nearly all died. I tried two or three sets of
treatment. Some had calomel and opium in large and full
doses; but they died. Hot air was applied externally,and I
got two to breathe hot air. It was found vain to attempt to
warm people by hot air applied externally. They were nearly
as cold as before; we could not raise their temperature; and,
therefore, I thought of making them dreathe hot air; but both
patients died about the period that death usually takes place.
It was said that saline treatment was likely to be of use, and
accordingly I tried it on some patients; the result, however,
was the same.”

Dr. Hughes, of Guy’s Hospital, one of the most acute observers,
and a man whose medical opinions are much respeeted in the Old
School, in speaking of Calomel, which is the acknowledged sheet-
anchor in the treatment of Cholera, says that the results of the
Calomel plan were 8o unfavorable as to produce a mournful
depression of his spirits. All, or most all the patients he treated,
died. He records that the Calomel plan was thus tried in twelve
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consecutive cases by a friend. Al died—and died more rapidly
than ordinarily, though the patients were of varying ages and
in different stages of the complaint.

The saline treatment, too, is a favorite one with some, in
Cholera, of which Dr. Watson facetiously observes that ¢it may
do for pickles and herring, but salting a patient is not always
curing him.”

The interminable jargon and nonsense which characterize
Allopathic treatment of Cholera is well illustrated in a work
entitled “Cholera and its Cures,” by J. Stephenson Bushan,
himself a devoted Allopath. An excellent resumé of this part
of it, by Dr. Helmuth, may be found in the Western Homaeopathic
Observer for 1865, p. 188.

After fourteen years service in the ranks of the Old School—
during which time I saw and treated many cases of Cholera, and
saw them treated by others, both in California in 1850 and in
St. Louis in 1852, ’68 and ’54—I acknowledge that the opinions
I have cited were my own. I know, too, the more observant
physicians of the “regular” school in this city, like myself,
confessed themselves powerless in the presence of Cholera.

There is scarcely a drug in the whole range of the Pharma-
copeia that has not been tried and discarded. Remedy after
remedy is vaunted as an almost infallible cure. They are tried
for a short time, and then returned to their former obscurity.
The “regular” medical school, like the irritable stomachs of
their poor Cholera patients, do not retain a remedy long ; it i8
quickly cast up, to make room for another. Let no half enlight-
ened Homeopathic practitioner think for one moment of falling
back upon the broken reed of Allopathy; for the whole fraternity,
in the treatment of Cholera,—like & ship at sea .without rudder
or compass—is continually being driven about and tossed on the
billows of doubt and confusion. On the other hand,the Homeo-
pathic physician, relying upon an immutable law of nature,
selects his remedies in accordance therewith ; and consequently
he has but few. Every Hommopathic physician in the world,
from the advent of Hahnemann to the present time, has used,
and still uses, in the immense majority of cases of Cholers,
precisely the same remedies, four or five in number; and if
Cholera, for all time to come, would continue to present the
same Symptoms, they would never be changed, simply because
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they are selected in accordance with nature’s unvarying laws.
It is within the range of possibility, that a still higher law of
cure may be discovered—one which may excel Homeeopathy as
far as Homceopathy surpasses Allopathy; but that a true
Homeopathic physician—one who understands the true law
which was promulgated by the immortal Sage of Coethen—
should retrograde into the crudities and uncertainties of the
0ld School of medicine, is an absurdity—an impossibility.

The theory of Homcopathy is not only true, but ample
experience corroborates it. In no disease is this more manifest
than in the treatment of Cholera. Allopathic fledgelings, and
older ones too, who have not profited vastly in the school of
experience, boast that when Cholera comes, “ Homamopaths will
be wiped out.” These hopes were the same during the last
.epidemic, but were not realized.

Homeopathic physicians everywhere have offered to test the
matter, over and over again, by having half of each hospital
apportioned to each Schooél during the prevalence of Cholera,
This offer has been made in St. Louis; and if the Cholera comes,
it will be made again, and persistently urged.

One of the strongest reasons for their not submitting to this
may be inferred from the following extract, taken from a work
on ¢“ Austria and its Institutions,” by M. Wilde, of Dublin, a
noted Aursl and Ophthalmic Surgeon, whose work on diseases
of the ear has an established reputation in the Old School, and
who is far from being a friend to. Homeopathy. He says:
“Upon comparing the report made (by the Government Inspec-
tor, who visited the hospital daily) of the treatment in this
hospital, with that of the same epidemic in other hospitals of
Vienna at a similar time, it appeared that, while two-thirds of

those treated by Dr. Fleischmann (Homeopathic) recovered,
two-thirds of those treated by the ordinary methods, in other
hospitals, died. This very ‘extraordinary result led Count
Kolowrat, Minister of the Interior, to REPEAL THE LAW relative
to the practice of Homeopathy.”

Ever since this time, the practice of Homeopathy has been
legalized in Austria—before, it was not.

In 1855, the reports of the London Homceopathic Hospital,
where a large number of Cholera patients had been treated, was
suppressed by the Board of Health (consisting of Allopathic
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physicians) because the difference in mortality was so greatly in
favor of the treatment in that hospital. On motion of Lord R.
Grosvenor, the return of this hospital was also presented to the
House of Commons, and ordered to be printed. The rate of
death was only 16 in 100, while the other hospitals had to report
from 41 to 51 in every 100.

The following letter from Dr. Macloughlin, one of the Medical
Inspectors of the Board of Health, to Hugh Cameron, one of
the Physicians to this hospital, was inserted in the return to
the House of Commons, with the consent of Dr. Macloughlin.
Votes of thanks, by several Homeopathioc Medical Soecieties in
this country, have since been given to Dr. Macloughlin for his
honesty and independence in this matter. (See the January
number of the Western Hom. Observer.)

Now for the letter:

“You are right. I did tell you that I would report to the
General Board of Health the opinion I had formed of the
manner the poor Cholera patients were cared for in your
hospital, and the success of your treatment; but finding thatI
could not enter into details relative to your hospital without
entering also into details relative to the Allopathic hospitals,
which would lead me into considerations foreign to the sanitary
question before me, I therefore merely gave the result arrived af
in yours, along with the result arrived at in other establishments,
reserving to myself the liberty to say more in detail what is the
impression on my mind a8 to your treatment of Cholera cass,
when I publish a monograph on Cholera. )

“You are aware that I went to your hospital prepossessed
against the Homeopathic system ; that you had in me, in your
camp, an enemy rather than a friend, and that I must therefore
have seen some cogent reason there the first day I went, to come
away so favorably disposed as to advise a friend to send a sub-
scription to your charitable fund ; and I need not tell you that
I have taken some pains to make myself acquainted with the
rise, progress and medical treatment of Cholera, and that I
claim for myself some right to be able to recognize the disease,
and to know something of what the medical treatment ought
~ tobe; and .

«That there may therefore be no misapprehension about the
cases I saw in your hospital, I will add, that all I saw were troe
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cases of Cholera, in the various stages of the disease, and that
I saw several cases which did well under your treatment, which
I have no hesitation in saying would have sunk under any other.

“In conclusion, I must repeat to you what I have already told
you, and what I have told every one with whom I have con-
versed, that although an Allopath by principle, education and
practice, yet, was it the will of Providence to afflict me with
Cholera, and to deprive me of the power of prescribing for my-
self, I would rather be in the hands of a Homceopathic than an
Allopathic physician.”

In order to avert the expected attack from Cholera during
the coming summer, or at least to modify its malignity, it is
incumbent upon our City Fathers to see that every kind of filth
isremoved from our streets, our alleys, our drains and sinks.
All these taint the air and invite Cholera. In order also to
have this enforced, and the necessary cleanliness kept up, every
citizen should give his hearty concurrence.

Over-crowded localities should be carefully looked after, and
tenements whose inmates are too numerous to insure tolerable
health in the most wholesome seasons. Cleanliness is next to
Godliness, and applies as well to corporations as it does to
persons.

Although I believe Cholera to be under certain circumstances
contagious, yet I do not have much faith in Quarantine as it is
generally regulated. In inland towns like St. Louis, the means
of communication are .80 numerous that a mere quarantine of
the steamboats may delay its advent for a few days, but can
never keep it completely out,

The Pathology of this disease and the exciting cause are

+ wknown to medical men, and in this paper I do not propose to

theorize upon them.

The predisposing causes are filth, low, damp situations, narrow
streets, small, illy-ventilated houses crowded with inmates; in-
temperance, sexual excesses, uncleanliness of person, irregular
manner of living, deficiency of wholesome food ; too large a pro-
‘portion of vegetable food, and more especially fruits and vege-
tables of a watery nature; meats which are hard to digest, as

‘fat pork, smoked beef, and lobsters ; excessive fear, anxiety, and

‘everything which tends to depress the mind ; irregular meals,
11

i
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exercise and hours of sleep. The habitual drinker should not
suddenly adopt total abstinence; neither should any sudden
changes be made in the mode of living. Fasting is as improper
as eating to excess. The days of Lent have added fearfully to
the mortality from Cholera everywhere. Many instances of
this kind are noted in medical works. In Pittsburg, Pa.,in 1854,
one day of fasting and prayer was observed, in order to stay the
progress of Cholera in that city, and the result was that the
deaths were largely increased during that day and the follow-
ing one.

Cholera is said to be invariably preceded by premonitory
Diarrhees, or Cholerine of longer or shorter duration. This
consists of rather-frequent evacuations from the bowels, with ar
without nausea; there is some uneasy sensation in the region
of the stomach ; countenance sharp. The stools are in this stags
generally dark, and frequently bilious. These symptoms may
continue from one to ten days. On an early attention to this
stage of the disease, will greatly depend the favorable result of
the case.

The attack of the second stage, or that of confirmed Cholers, @
generally takes place in the night or towards morning, com- |
mencing with nausea, or yomiting, and large and copious stools,
accompanied with a peculiar feeling of exhaustion. Faintnes
comes on, the skin becomes cold, giddiness and ringing in the
ears. Spasmodic contractions of the muscles of the fingers and
toes are felt, gradually extending to the limbs and trunk. Clonit
spasms prevail. The pulse is weak and increased in frequency;
during the purging or vomiting it becomes almost imperceptible.
The skin is pale, and covered with a profuse cold sweat, and 18
cold to the touch. The stools are in a great proportion of cases
colorless, and without feecal fetor; they are generally compared
to rice-water. The stage of collapse, or blue or cold stage,
creeps on gradually, so that it is not possible to draw any
exact line between this and the former stage. Cessation of
the pulse, shriveling of the skin, lips blue; eyes sink in their
orbits, and are surrounded with a livid circle; hippocratic
countenance ; great thirst for cold drinks; tongue moist, whitish
and cold ; pain and burning in the epigastrium ; little or no bile,
urine or saliva is secreted, nor are tears shed ; the voice becomes
feeble and hollow; the spasms are very violent, or else absent.
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The duration of this stage varies from a fow minutes to twelve’
twenty-four or forty-eight hours, or even longer, when the
patient dies, or is carried into the next stage, or the stage of re-
action, generally known by the term * consecutive fever.”

Surgery.

OPERATIONS ABOUT THE ANTUS.

BY WM., TOD HELMUTH, M.D.

FsroLA 1N ANo,—In the first number of the United States
Medical and Surgical Journal are two essays on this subject,
both possessed of much merit, and both by my colleagues of
this city. In these productions, the history of the operation
- and the various methods proposed for its performance are
duly considered, and having been perused by most of the
readers of this Journal, it would be but unnecessary repetition
to repeat in this place what has been elsewhere so ably written,
Itherefore proceed immediately to the details of some of the cases
which have come under my own experience. Merely alluding
to a fact (which has lately been brought to my observation by
the perusal of a paper published in the last number of the
&. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal), that cases of what the
writer there calls pilous cysts, may be and have been mistaken
for fistnla in ano. These cases are reported by J. P. Vaughan
M.D.,and are so interesting that I may give an extract or two for
the benefit of our readers. He writes: “A gentleman, aged 85
years, residing near Glasgow, in this State, consulted me in
relation to an affection which, he said, had been pronounced
by several physicians who had examined him, to be fistula in ang,
On making an exploration, 1 found a fistulous opening situated
between the point of the coccyx and anus, about an inch from
the latter. But when the probe was introduced, instead of
passing down obliquely in the direction of the bowel, it took
quite an opposite course, under the integuments, along the
median line, and after penetrating to the depth of nearly four
inches, the end of the instrument stopped at a point on the
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Sacrum above its articulation with the coccyx. Around this
spot—which proved to be the bottom of the Sinus—there was
considerable tenderness and induration. Suspecting the trouble
originated in diseased bone, I introduced a grooved director, and
slit up the canal its whole length. You may judge of my aston-
ishment when, on sponging away the blood, the cause of the
difficulty was found to be a small fasiculus, or sheaf of hair, about
the diameter of a crayon or cedar pencil. I use the word sheaf
because of its close resemblance to a sheaf of wheat, not only in
the arrangement of the hairs composing it, but likewise in the
circumstance of its being bound round near the middle by two
or three long hairs.” Another case is recorded, in which the
Doctor gave from his previous knowledge a diagnosis similar
to the case found above, at which his professional friends
“laughed heartily,” but were rather surprised to find the in-
growing hair after the operation. Dr. Vaughan cites a third
case, in which the patient “had been treated for fistula in ano,s
variety of times, by a variety of physicians, in varioue ways”
In this case there were two fistulous openings and other cica-
trices. Before operating, a similar diagnosis was detailed to
several physician. #But,” says the surgeon, “ I discovered in-
credulity plainly depicted on their countenances.” The opers-
tion verified the diagnosis, for a considerable quantity of hair
was extracted from each sinus. The following rationale is laid
down for the error loci in the development of the hair: ¢ The
follicle or duct through which the hair penetrates the skin
becomes obliterated by adhesive inflammation, while the gland,
continuing to perform its function, goes on secreting hair.
Unable to find an exit through the natural channel, this hair
seeks a new direction through the less resisting, more penetrs.
ble subcutaneous cellular tissue.”

I have here alluded to the presence of these pilous cysts,
because, if my recollection serves me right, I once diagnosed as
a’blind external fistula, what I am now of opinion might bave
been a case similar to those above recorded, and because 1
believe they may be of more frequent occurrence than is gen-
erally supposed.

With reference to the medical treatment of fistula in ano, I
have yet to see the case which has been cured by internal medi-
cature, and I have myself in several instances given my patients
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the benefit of the same. In one instance, after nearly nine
‘months trial, I thought that I had succeeded, but the patient
became affected with a slight cold, and the sinuses in a day or
two became opev and as intractable as ever. There are, how-
ever, cures upon record, the chief medicines being Cale., Caust.,
Silic., Hepar, Carbo-Veg., Sulphur, and others.

The methods of operation are mostly well known to all prac-
titioners, but by far the best, in my opinion, is that recom.
mended by Dr. Gross.

Case I.—James R——, nervous-bilious temperament, suffered
from fistula for over four years; had been to an herb doctor,
who had endeavored to cure the same by ligature, but without

success. Upon examination, I found two sinuses—one o the

margin of the external sphincter ani, on the right side, and
another leading into the first at an acute angle, the orifice of
which was an inch and a half below, and was so superficial that
it could be divided with the scissors. In this case I resorted to
the old operation of passing the finger into the rectum, the
curved bistoury into the sinus, and bringing both out together.
There is always more or less trouble in the introduction of the
knife—partiocularly if the internal opening is high up, and the
sinus small and indurated,—and it is much more easy to intro-
duce a sharp-pointed curved bistoury than that with a probed
extremity. The patient did well, nothing but a cold water
dressing being applied ; no disease of the chest made its appear-
ance up to the time when I lost sight of him.

Caske II.—In this case the fissure was also complete, and there-
. was but a single sinus. I therefore determined to try the
method, preferred by some, of introducing a round smooth stick
into the rectum and cutting down upon it with the knife,
having passed the same through the fistula. This plan I would
never recommend, or have recourse to a second time, for the
reason that the surgeon in & measure loses the great guide of
touch. He has nothing but the knife in one hand, and the stick
or rectum-bougie in the other. When the resistance is offered,
as the cutting begins, he is uncertain whether it is the sinus
that is indurated or whether he is pressing his knife with too
much force into the wood, and if the foreign substances be first
introduced into the rectum, and the curved bistoury into the
sinus, there is no certainty that the track of the fistula is fol-

-
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lowed, whether the sharp point of the knife is making a new
opening into the gut, or whether it is taking the course of the
fistula. If this method of operating is used, it is preferable,
first, having well oiled the bougie, to introduce it into the
rectum, then through the fistula to insert a director, and make
its extremity impinge upon the bougie, and finally divide the
tissues with a sharp-pointed bistoury, directing the latter by
the instrument already within the sinus.

Casg IIL.—In this case, which had also been operated upon
in Springfield, 1llinois, the fistula was complete, the internal
opening being about two inched within the rectum. The opera-
tion performed was the following : The patient was placed
under the influence of Chloroform, semi prone on his face, with
one thigh flexed on the abdomen—in the pesition recommended
by Sims for the operation of vesico-vaginal fistula. The nates
were separated, a grooved director passed through the fistula
into the gut; the fore-finger of the left hand was then intro-
duced into the rectum, and the first joint of tho finger being
bent over the extremity of the director, it was drawn down
without the anus, and to prevent its slipping back again, it was
pushed aside to the opposite side of the buttocks; a sharp-
pointed bistoury was passed along the groove of the director,
dividing all the tissues, which slipped back again within the
bowel, and the operation was completed. The wound was then
stuffed with lint saturated with a solution of Calendula and
sweet oil, and healed rapidly.

Since writing the above, I may mention that I have received
from Mr. Turner, of London, a small and very interesting
pamphlet on ¢ Fistula in Ano, a New and Successful Treatment
without the Knife or Ligature, by John Pattison, M. D., of
London.” After giving a concise description of the affection,
he states that the chief difficulties in treating the disease are
the contraction of the sphincter ani and the presence of the
« unhealthy, callous semi.cartilaginous pyogenic membrane,”
which lines the fistula. His treatment consists of first remov-
jing the membrane, and then paralyzing the sphincter; the
latter being accomplished by over-stretching the muscle, for it
is well known that when a muscle is over-stretched, it becomes
paralyzed for the time being and for a considerable time after-
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ward. To explain the nature of the troatment, I may give an
entire case, merely alluding to the fact, that in every instance
the treatment should be advised and resorted to before any
other surgical means are adopted.

“Sir Arthur N—, Bart., ®t. 63 years, called on me on Christ-
mas day, 1858. He told me he had heen suffering from fistula
in ano for several years, and about nine manths previously had
been operated on by a distinguished Scotch surgeon; the opera.
tion was not completely successful. He was a very large, fair-
complexioned man, of a nervous, excitable temperament, who
dreaded to be touched, and flinched from even an exploring
examination, to which, however, at length he consented. I
discovered close to the cicatrix, about three quarters of an inch
from the anus, a small fistula, which I found entered the gut
about a quarter of an inch from the anal orifice ; and about the
fourth of an inch from the first sinus there was another, which
joined the first some little distance from its external opening.
There was only one rectal opening. ~Considering this to be a
fair case for trying my theory, I fully explained to Sir Arthur
my views and intentions. He departed, saying he would see
me again in a few days. He did not return until the 19th Jan-
uary, 1854. During this interval he had consulted several
of the most distinguished London surgeons, who urged him to
submit to another operation by the knife, but, whatever he did,
on no account to allow me to experiment on him. Rather than
submit to a second period of exhaustion and suffering, he placed
himself under my care, it being previously impressed on his
mind that as the operation, as far as I knew, had never been
performed before, I could offer no assurance as to the results.

“On the 22d January, 1854, and the following day, I injected
the sinuses with an infusion of the powdered root of the Hydras-
tis Canadensis, to clean the passages from the muco-purulent
discharge ; I then filled them with soft cotton thread saturated
with an ointment composed of equal portions of sulphate of zinc
and simple cerate. On the third application the sinuses were
sufficiently opened to allow the introduction of a large-sized
probe, and I was thus enabled to fill them with pure anhydrous
sulphate. This operation did not cause pain for a longer period
than ten minutes. Two days after this I removed the dressing,
with a portion of, if not all, the callous lining membrane. 1
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repeated the same dressing of the pure sulphate a second time,
on the 30th January, which was not removed until the 2d Feb-
ruary. These dressings were quite sufficient in a simple case,
but I was anxious to reduce both sinuses into one sore, and, as
it was a first case, to do enough. It was the 7th of the month
before this was accomplished. During the whole of this time
my patient suffered little or no pain; indeed, he took daily
exercise, and regularly attended church on Sundays. Inflam-
matory action was arrested by the application of cloths dipped
in an infusion of the hydrastis, and the bowels were regulated
by throwing into the reetum half a pint of a weaker infusion of
the same every morning, and on the 13th the parts destroyed
by the action of the sulphate commencing sloughing, but it was
not until the 15th that all had come away. The time had now
arrived for trying if the sphincter muscle could be paralyzed by
overstretching. I placed my patient in a proper position, and
inserting both thumbs into the anus, I gently but firmly drew
them apart towards the tuberosities of the ischinm, and retained
them there for some five minutes. The muscle was completely
paralyzed ; its contractile power ceased. I immediately dressed
the sores from the bottom with an ointment composed of two
parts of Unguentum Resine Flave and one part Sp. Terebin-
thini. 16th.—Healthy granulations had appeared.’ Dressed
daily with the same dressings, until the 22d, when I discovered
the sphincter had commenced again to act; I therefore at once
repeated the operation of the 15th, The muscle was also over-
stretched again, for the last time, on the 27th; the sinuses
healed rapidly, and on the 7th March I had the satisfaction of
sending away my patient cured. I had the pleasure of seeing
the gentleman again, in the summer of 1861, over seven years

having elapsed since the operation. He informed me that he

was quite well, and bhad never experienced any inconvenience

since he last saw me. He then allowed me to make an exami-

nation, and I could detect no trace of disease.

“ My only fear, when I attempted to paralyze the sphincter
muscle, was that there would be an involuntary discharge of
feeces. These fears, however, were unfounded, as in all my
cases none of the patients suffered the least inconvenience from
this cause.” '
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The Cattle Plague.

It appears that the cattle plague, from Pharaoh’s ¢ grievous
murrain” down to our time, has been constantly known, and
during the ninth century it was especially severe. The armies
of Charlemagne with their necessary supplies, strewing whole
countries with decaying carcasses, are held responsible for the
pestilence at that time, as armies are responsible for some other
of the fearful scourges of humanity. The North British Review,
which contains an interesting paper upon the subject, says that
the wars of the eighteenth century, also, generated the cattle
plague, and that in the three years, from 1711 to 1714, 1,500,000
cattle died of it in Western Europe. It lasted seven years in
Italy, and Holland, in ten years, lost more than 200,000 cattle.
In eight years after the death of Charles VI. three millions of
cattle died of the plague in Central and Western Europe. Be-
tween 1745 and 1748 at least 500,000 were destroyed by the
disease in Great Britain; and the Review says that no method

of cure tried in 1865 was not tried in 1745 and found wanting. -

It is computed that during the eighteenth century, from 1711 to
1796, more than 200,000 of horned cattle were swept away by
the plague in Western Europe.

The result of research and comparison is, that the pest pro-
ceeds from the steppes of European Russia. The lower part of
the Dnieper is bordered by Russian provinces which breed some
eight million cattle, among which the plague always prevails.
The stock sent from these steppes to Polish and Austrian mar-
kets introduce the disease, which then penetrates Europe. The
neighboring countries struggle to keep out these herds. Prussia
destroys even birds and dogs that might convey the plague, but
when it is smuggled in it is trampled out wherever it appears,
Austria is not so rigorous or so successful. It is supposed that
100,000 infected cattle pass yearly into Hungary and Galicia,
and in the former country it is now destroying sheep as well as

horned beasts. The Hungarian cattle known as Dutch beasts
are often seen in the London markets, and they are supposed to
have brought the present plague into England.

The disease is apparently very contagious. Dogs, sheep,

' pigeons, hens which have pecked among the affected cattle; the

attendants on the sick beasts; ponds and streams into which
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sheds of diseased animals have been drained; high winds and
public roads along which the herds have been driven—all retain
and convey the deadly virus. The disease appears in five or
seven days after the poison is taken into the system; and
although upon the steppes inoculation has checked the disease,
it fails to arrest it elsewhere until it has coursed through seven
or eight beasts; and it is remarked that the pestilence increases
in intensity and fatality as it spreads northward.

The British Commission appointed to investigate the subject
have decided that the only way to arrest the spread of the dis-
ease is to prohibit the movement of cattle, thus confining the
ravages to one district. It is in accordance with this conclusion
that Mr. Wentworth, of Illinois, introduced his bill into Congress
forbidding the present importation of cattle. The latest accounts
from England make the loss at the present time, in consequence
of the plague, about 10,000 a week.

Eritorial.

HOMEOPATHIC SURGERY.

The advancement in every department of medical science made by
Homaopathic physicians, in the last few years, is very evident by the
perusal of the pages of our varied periodicals. But in none of the col-
lateral branches has our school made more rapid strides than in operative
Surgery. 'We venture to assert, that in the past two years an impetus has
been given in this direction that was before entirely unknown. Let the
inquirer turn over the back numbers of the North American Journal, the
British Journal, the London Homamopathic News, the Philadelphia Journal,
or the old Boston Quarterly by Birnstill and De Gersdorf, and discover how
many surgical operations are recorded. There are, it is true, a few items
belonging to surgery, but of actual operative procedures of any magnitude
scarcely a record can be found. What a different state of things exists
to-day! From anslogy, we predict that this progress is certain to continue.
These thoughts were forced upon us by the perusal of the United States
Medical and Surgical Journal. In the two numbers which have appeared,
excellent operations are recorded. In a Philadelphia daily paper we read of
the extirpation of the parotid by our old friend, Dr. B. W. James, the
patient being under the influence of the nitrous exide, and there is no
doubt, that when the surgical history of the late Rebellion is fully prepared,
the names of Homceopathic Surgeons will stand pre-eminently bright, not
only in respect to the actual number of surgical operations performed, but in
the success of the after-treatment. With such evidences as these, the
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people of the United Btates must be made acquuinted; and with such
guarantee, & petition may be made, that will bear no repeal from the Gov-
ernment, for the introduction of properly qualified Homeopathic Surgeons
into the Army and Navy of this country.

JOURNALS.

In our last issue we noticed the appearance of the * New England Medical
Gazette,” and in this number we chronicle the advent of another Periodical,
edited by Dr. Jaeger.

Now the question arises, have we not a sufficient number of Homaopathic
Medical {Journals, not only for those whe read, but for those who write?
Since the ‘“Western Observer” was set afoot—somewhat over two years ago—
no less than six periodicals have appeared-—viz.: the ‘“American Homceopa-
thic Observer,” in Detroit ; the ““American Homceopathist,” in Cincinnati ;
“the United States Medical and Surgical Journal,” in Chicago; the ‘Hahne-
mannian Monthly,” in Philadelphia; the «“New England Medical Gazette,”
in Boston ; and the * Popular Homceopathist,” in Elgin. These, together
with those already established—viz.: the * North American,” the ¢ Homeo-
pathic Review” and the ¢« Medical Investigator,” which all still exist—make
an array of printed muatter which is quite appalling, and more perhaps than
the interests of our 8chool at the present period require. There is not, as a
general rule, a sufficient amount of good original matter written to fill each
of these periodicals, and consequently we see, time after time, the same
articles appearing and re-appearing from month to month. This may be
complimentary to the feelings of those whose contributions are thus handed
round, but does it satisfy the demands of those who read? Does it add either
reputation or position to the Journals? We think nof. It would be far
better to merge several of the Monthlies into one, than have the subscribers
complawn of lack of originality in all. It has been the effort of the Editors
of this Journal to avoid such repetition, and those who will look over its
pages will find, that excepting & few articles taken from foreign Journals,
the papers, though they may be deficient in all other points, are original in
character. But we think that in the West there are now too many Monthlies,
and we would most heartily join hands with any one, two or three of our co-
laborers in the same field, and issue a good original Monthly. If we could
combine Detroit, Ohio, Missouri, and the Illinois Monthly, into one, we
believe it would be the better for all the Homeopathists throughout this
section of country ; more credit would be done to the science of Homceopathy,
and more general satisfaction experienced. In expressing these views, we
believe we are but reiterating the feelings of the best men of our School, and
we sincerely hope that some effort may be made to consolidate our monthly
periodicals.

THERE is quite a controversy at the present time raging in Pennsylvania
between the Allopathists and the Homeopathists. The former say, “Home-
opathy is dead.” The latter say, ¢ Nay, it still liveth.”
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ANOTHER DISPENSARY.

‘We are very glad to be able to anneunce the fact that a Homceopathic
Dispensary has been established at Leavenworth, Kansas. The enterprise
was inaugurated on the 26th of January, 1866, and regular officers elected.
The most prominent citizens of Leavenworth, including many ladies, have
interested themselves in behalf of the charity, and are using strenuous exer-
tions to place the same on a secure foundation. Dr. Martin Mayer is the
Attending Physician, and Dr. Milton E. Halstead is the Consulting Surgeon.

DR. GRAY’S MEMOIR OF DR. WILSON.

‘We have received from Dr. Gray, of New York, a number of copies of his
excellent Memoir of Dr. Wilson. The pamphlet is handsomely gotten up,
contains a lithographic pertrait of the subject of the essay, and is very
interesting, particularly in its bearing upon the history of Homceopathy in
New York. We shall be pleased to mail a copy to those who desire the

Samae.
—

TRANSACTIONS OF THE NEW YORK STATE HOMEOPATHIC
' MEDICAL BOCIETY.

The third volume of the Reports of this flourishing Bociety is now ready
for distribution. It is handsomely bound in cloth, and contains much
valuable information. 'We have received a few copies, which will be mailed
on receipt of 26c. postage.

Dr. JosEPE LAURIE, author of ¢ Domestic Homceeopathy,” ¢ Elements of
Homeopathic Practice of Medicine,” the ¢ Parents’ Guide,” an edition of
¢ Jahr,” and a translation of Bonninghausen’s Manual, died very suddenly
on the night between the 9th and 10th of December last. His disease was
an affection of the heart.

—————e

Dr. WiLsoN, of Grosvenor Square, London, England, has accepted the
appointment of Examiner of those who desire the Degree of the Homaopathie
Medical College of Pennsylvania.

e e—r ety

Dr. C. DuxHaM, of New York, is now in Cuba. He will return to his
home the first of the ensuing month. Dr. Allen has charge of his practice
during his absence.
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®bstetrics.
Rupture of Symphysis Pubis during Labor.

BY 8. B. PARSONS, M.D.,
Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Hom. Medical College of Mussouri.

For the privilege of giving publicity to this case, I am
indebted to Dr. Louis Grasmuck, the attending physician,
at whose request I visited the patient in company with Prof.
Geo. S. Walker, and from whom I gathered, at a subsequent
visit, the following facts :

Mrs. B——, ®t. 30, mother of four children, short, stoutly
built, of nervo-bilious temperament, had enjoyed moderately
good health previous to marriage, which took place at her
fourteenth year.

No serious illness of any kind oceurred since childhood, nor
indications that pointed to disease of a chronic nature, nor any
discovered abnormality in her general conformation. During
her fifteenth year the first child was born—still-born —after a
tedious labor of nine days, in which the pains were irregular
and unsteady, coming in paroxysms, then ceasing altogether
for hours. The attending physician (an Allopath), of the sour-
grape kind, became irritable and fractious under the lingering
task, using no measures to facilitate its progress until the
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morning of the ninth day, when, having called another doctor
in consnltation, it was deemed expedient, as the child’s position
was natural, to give ergot in ‘“‘appreciable doses.” This was
aceordingly done, in decoction, by * half saucerful” quantities,
- very two hours, and at the end of twelve hours one and one-
half pints had been taken in compliance wi'h instructions. The
pains had now become intense and constant, and severe local
suffering was felt at the symphisis, growing more and more
-painful at each effort of the uterus. So agonizing were the
labor throes that consciousness was lost three hours before
delivery, and did vot return for some time thereafter; conse-
quently the patient knew nothing at the time of what transpired
during those oblivious moments. Slight hemorrhage followed
the birth of the child, but the stimulated uterus was firmly con-
tracied in ten minutes afterwards, though occasional after-pains
were felt for two weeks. Her recovery was slow, and attended
with much suffering from strangury, irritation and inflammation
of the labhia, constipation, and an abscess which formed in the
deep tissues beneath the mons veneris, swelling to near the
size of a hen’s egg, and opening spontaneously just above the
clitoris. For six weeks this condition of things existed, without
much variation or alleviation, excepting that the soreness and
pains of the vagina had sufficiently decreased to allow her to sit
up in a chair, but not to walk, or even step, which caused
perfect agony, from the pains the motion produced, at the
symphysis pubis and right sacro-iliac articulation. Shooting
pains, as well as th