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HEPAR SULPHURIS CALCAREUMl 
By KEN.NETH A. McLAREN, M.D., Toronto, Canada 

This remedy is a chemical compound, not a mixture 
of Sulphur and Calcarea; it exhibits some of the chief 
characteristics of both these powerful drugs, and is, therefore, 
worthy of study. 

It resembles Sulphur in its power to produce offensive 
odours, discharges, and filthy-looking lesions, and Calcareo 
in the tendency to produce easy and excessive perspirations, 

and its deep-seared action upon aU the tissues. ~-.. 

Add to the above its individual extreme sensitiveness to 
cold, and draughts of air, and to pain and touch, and we 
have indeed an oursrandtng remedy. It tends to produce 
suppuration, which is generally of a superficial nature. 

Now we have other remedies which produce suppuration, 

excessive perspiration, foul discharges, and which attack and 
destroy tissue j therefore, let us examine the characteristic 
symptoms which will differentiate this drug from all 
others. 

First then, we have the extreme sensitiveness to cold air 
and draughts of air. This is so marked that even on a hot 
summer day the patient needing this remedy will place 
himself beside a hot stove and still feel cold. The proximity 
to the stove may cause him to sweat profusely) and this 
sweat is frequently of a vile odour) or it may he induced \ 
by the exertions he has made to reach the stove; neverthe­
less he remains cold. This state of coldness is so much 
aggravated by any draught of air that should anyone open 
the door, and be too slow in closing ir, he is filled with a 
violent surge of anger against that offender (and I mean 
violent), The offence needs to be repeated but once or. 
twice and so great is his anger that he could at that moment 
inflict severe bodily harm or even murder. This rage rushes 
upon him like a tornado and leaves almost as quick-ly, but 
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is succeeded by a morose silent mood which is as easily 
fanned to fever heat again. 

Secondly: This patient is sensitive beyond any ordinary 
degree to pain, and resists to the best of his power the kindly 
attentions of the doctor, nurse, or parent, aimed at giving 
him relief. It is a real task to attend to a dressing in a Case 

which needs Hepar sulphur. 
Thirdly: These patients who sweat so profusely, who 

are so cold, and so vehement at times, must of a necessity, 
be weak physically; any slight exertion tires them out. 

•... Fourthly: The pains wherever felt are generally described 
as sticking in character. The inflamed ear, abscess, throat, 

e­ etc., all have these sticking pains. 
,- The summing up of these four characteristics, namely, ·~ extreme sensitiveness to pain and touch, extreme weakness in 

general, and in particular parts, and the sticking pains, make 
this remedy stand out alone in the field of tissue destroyers. 
No other remedy has these symptoms all combined. 

Mentally, the patient needing this remedy is irritable) 
impatient, 'easily angered to an extreme degree, or Js morose, 
saddened, remembering unpleasant happenings, sits by 
himself, dislikes company} and broods on his misfortunes..... ,. 
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As will be seen by the above brief resume the 
to suppuration affects the mucous membrane, 
glands, much more so than it does the bones. It• 
a grand remedy for scurvy. 

In many states it much resembles Mercuf"j, 

tendency 
skin and 
would be 

and is its 
nomceopathic antidote i always useful where the patient has 
been dosed with Mercury. 

It also resembles Silica in its coldness, but Silica patients 
want the head and shoulders covered with a shawl or 
blanket. Wherevet you find a patient sitting passively with 
a blanket wrapped about his shoulders and head, it is likely 
he needs Silica_ The coldness of Hepar is more active-he 
chills with it and needs more active radiated heat. 
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I will now relate my personal experience when in need i 

of the remedy, which I think, well illustrates its field of 
I.action. 

l

During one summer at the age of fifteen I was sent to ':'. 

the Laurentian Mountains ·to live with a French-Canadian 
family who spoke no Engltsh. The object of this trip was 
for me to learn the French language at first hand. Accorn­
panied by my dog, I boarded an ancient railroad train 
operated by the Pontiac Pacific Junction Railroad, and
 
travelled north-west up the Ottawa Valley for sixty miles,
 

I then by stage back into the mountains for thirty more miles ,.to a little town called Otterville. I saw the Ville but no
 
Otter. Another five miles over a terrible road and the
 
little white house on rhe mountainside was reached. The
 
young monsieur and his dog were greeted most cordially.
 

The farm consisted of a small amount of cleared land 
under cultivation and a large amount of pasturage on the
 
hillsides. Here sheep and cattle grazed. There were several
 
smaUlakes in rhe immediate vicinity and a beautiful little
 
trout stream in the valley. Needless to say I made good
 
use of the stream. 

The food was very primitive j we had salt pork every
 
day, dairy butter which was very salty, few vegetables and
 
very little milk. The standard beverages were water and
 

,t..:...tea i the only fruit, raspberries and raspberry jam. Mosquitoes	 , .. 
f'and cooties were in evidence. It was not long before I 

purchased a fine tooth comb from a Jewish pedler who was \ 5... 
more eonversant with the French language' than 1. I had	 ~;!-~~ 

always wanted such a comb, ani now found that it was 
needed. 

~Shortly it appeared that where the mosquitoes and cooties	 "

bit, a little boil. followed my attentions to the spot, and I ~j 
was soon covered with nasry-looking festering sores. As 

~,;~these increased in number, my ardour for fishing diminished,	 ~~ 
;~~ 

and I was content to sit out in the sun on the hot rocks. 
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Later. I transferred my attentions to the kitchen stove, 
wedged a chair in between it and the walt and spent a great 

part of my time there. 
The farmer had a beautiful daughter, whose attempts to 

express sorrow for my plight irritated me strangely, and her 
brother developed a most irri tanng hab-it . of coming into the 
kitchen and leaving the door open on purpose. He would 
then advance toward me on tiptoe with his arm outstretched 
and give me a poke with his finger. With a bellow of rage, 
and murder in my heart, I would dash through the door in 
pursuit of this young demon. He always ran to the pasture, 
and there would follow a long distance battle. I was too 
weak to catch him but using dry "Marde de Vache" 35 

ammunition, was several times successful in scoring a 
hull's eye. In Africa the dried dung of the cow and 
camel are used for fire wood, but in Otterville we used it 
for throwing. 

By this time summer was drawing to a close, and Father 
sent for me. Somewhat shocked at my appearance, he called 
me into the office j after a few questions he gave me a dose 

j
I of Hepar mlphuT. The boils healed as if by magic, the 

i chilliness left, but Mother kept the fine tooth comb for a 
'j week or so-just for good luck.
i, -Homoeopathy, September, 1939. 
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